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PREFACE , 

The following pages containing the comment frdm German 

sources which has been recorded $n the files of the Enemp 

Order of Battle sub-section, G. HI Q.; sketch the varying 

mental states tn)\ich.the German mind experienced as the sig- 
. 

nificance of America’s entry into the European theater of 

werations became generally’ understood in G&many. 

The source of each. quotation is indicated just above 

the quotation. Al’1 are authentic, unchanged 
. . 

and inedited l 

An esnecial effort has been made to find all unfavorable 

’ criticism. The following pages contain all 

able criticism. That much of the comment is 
. . 

therefore, significant. ’ , 

0.f the unfavor- 

favorable is, 
. 

. 

It is to be regretted that the.men who came in contact 

with the snemy and thus established American prestige cannot 

read these page!,. 

-- 
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The’ General commanding the Ph4rd German Army, 
GenerYv: Ecinem was absent but I ~~a3 received by the Chief 
of Staff who ask:d me if I. spoke German, and .upon my reply 
that I did, asked the other officers of his staff , and the 
staff officer who had accomnanied me, to leave the room, and 
when sre two vere alone together both8 standing made, in a 

very earnest manner a 9peech to me rLa substance a3 follows: 

“X fought in campaign3 against the Russian Army, the 
I Serbian Army, the Roumaniqn &my, the British kmy, 

the French Army and the American k-my. All told in 

thie war 1 have participated in more thafi 80 battles. 
1 have found your %erSca.n Army the most honorable 

: (ehrlich) of ail our .enemies. You have a&so been the 
bravest of our enemies and in fact the only ones who 
have attaoked us ssriou8I.y in this feW’q battles. 
I fheref ore honor you, and, now, that the war ie 
over, f stand ready, for my Dart, to accept . YOU f3.s 

a friend .‘t 

From 

, 

. 

the r&ort of 
Staff Officer 
the Annist5ce 

. 

an American General 
who wa8 sent just after 
into Germany. 

* 

. 
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PRELIMINARY 

JUNE MTICIPATIOMS 

De~ly the &nericana even a moral sue~ess: 
~~3% was decided to use pfcked men against the American& 

-'A Division of five regiments', to inflict on them fib morale 
defeat, . . 

lFTha aurpoae of the .intervention of the 5th Guard 
Div, and the 28th Inf, Divd was to prevent at all costs 
the achievement of suoces3 by the Americans - especially 
a moral succ es8 2’ (This is the statement of officers and 
nlatoon leaders,) 

The High Command seems to'have been much impressed 
by t-he Franco-American attacks, and to have deoidad to 
prevent at all costs the possibility of the United 
States being able to boast a success over the German 
troope* 

(French 6th %my, Interrogation No. 6639/2, 
&,we 12, 1918). , 

' Emblaya hsst divisions against Americana: 
Extract from PetLer: '!We shall have a look at the 

American: the embitterment against him is great. We should 
have been relieved, but now the &nerican Division hae 
been identified and therefore our Army General Staff has 
selected the best of our divisions for we against it," 

(Hdqrs. 2d Div. U. S. Army June 14, 1918) 

. 

., 

"The prisoners do not concea1.thei.r wondering asfonish- 
ment at the training and skill of the Ameri+$ans, ae revealed 
this morning before them.'* 

(French 6th Arm 
Y 

Bulletin of hformation 513, 
une 11, 1918) 

"The prisoners seemed impressed by the balm and resis- 
tance of the Americana." 

(French 6th Army Interrogation No, 7024/2, 
July 15, 1918) 

Americana ‘good and eti$wgetic fighters ‘: 
*‘We. were told that the Americans wre apnosite us, and 

that they qarere brave men; and to be on our guard." 
A prisoner states that as he tlrent into line he met men 

coming ou!z, from whom he learned that the Americans were 
“good and energetic fighters.” 

(2d Div. Interrogation June 25, 1918) 

AND AGAIN IN CICTOBER Am NOVEMBFB 
P 

. 

"The Americans have the reputation for irresistible cour- 
age:' I 

(Renort of Intelligence Officer, Pontarlier, 
from Interrogation of Alsatian Deserter, 
Oct. 3, 1918) 

OVER 
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Obli.ed to take our troops into account: CL.- ----- .____. . . _ _____ __. _I_ -__c 

“One of the captured officers was profoundly impressed 
by the manner in which the Americans fight. He speaks of 
their valor, their energy, and their scorn of danger. *IWe 

shall be obliged to take into account troops which are so 
well zrmed and infused with such a spirit. - 

(wench 3d Army, Interrogation Do. 
7120/2, Oct. ‘16, 1918) . 

‘KiJled t‘o last man,_ rather than . _.- ._ -.__,,,. . __ _.___ \_ - - __ _.- surrende_rL; 

“The troops recently arrived in Alsace were strongly 
impressed by the Good showing of theAmericans under fire. 
They mention occurrences in a battle in which they took 
part 9 where groups of American soldiers w&e killed to 
the last man, rather than surrender. Most of the men are 
still completely dumf ounded. They declare that all is 
lost 1” 

(French G.Q.G., Belfort report, 

August 10, 1918) 

“Germans fear Americans more than any others? ’ 

Three Russians, used by the Germans as workmen, 
escaping t 6 the Americans, stated: YVe have seen numerous 
French, Italian, and British prisoners, but no Americans. 
The Germans fear the Americans more than any other enemy 
forces on the front.” 

(Annexe to S. of I. #6, 77th Div- 
NOV. 5, 1918). 



, 

GMMAN IXPRXSSIONS OF THE AVERICAN SOLDIER 

AFTER MZETING HI:Z IN BATTLE. 



MERICAN KERVE AND RECKLESSNESS ._-_ _..I _ .-e--P 

Interrogation of Arnulf Oster, Lieut. 
l f Reserve. 

“Americans are good fighters with nerve and recklessness l ” 

Statement of Karl Felder, 
of Neider Bresig. Jan. 5th) 1919. 

“I did not meet the Americans on the battlefileds but I have talked 
with German soldiers who did. These soldiers were against the Rainbow 
Division near JIERDUN and said they don’t want any more such fighting as 
they encountered there, The Americans were always advancing and acted 
more like wild men than soldiers;” 

Interrogation of Herr vassbender , 
of RTKkGEN, 

He was in the infantry and seved three years on the Western front 
in the 185th Division. He fought against American soldiers on three 
f rant s, namely, ST. PlIHIEL, CXATEAU THIERRY and FLANDERS, being on the 
CHATEN VIERRY front in September, 1918, and on the Flanders front in 
November, 1918. He praises the French soldiers for the sloW and care- 
ful manner in which they conducted their battles, but is highly impress- 
ed with the daring ta ctics displayed by the Umerican soldiers who took 
big changes and went ahead irrespective of any danger, One great fault 
with them, however, w&e their failure to keep under cover; but this 
would have been overcome hzd they been in the war a little longer. 
The American gas caused many casualties among the German troops. The 
Allied artillery was very effective, but the French artillery was tie 
most accurate. Had the American troops come over a few months later 
Germany would have been victorious, The American airplanes did wonder- 
ful work, considering thefact that they were new in the art of aerial 
warfare, The German people are. verv friendy disposed to the American 
troops, despite the fact that they &used their defeat& There is t 
however , at present a strorq hatred against France. 

&2nd Div. Sum of Int . #230. 

January 26, 1919. 



Interrogation of Julius Raer, 
@ f :‘x? “AGEh: . 

Eauer is a butcher who Teas with the German heavy artillery for three 
y 3Urs . Referring to enemtt artillery he said the French was the most 
accurate-d could throw shell.6 where they wanted. The enemy gLs was 
very weak and little attention was paid to it. It was difficult to 
choose between the Trench and hcrican infantry; there was however, a 
difference in the ~x.y they fought, The French would r,ot advbnce unless 
sure of gaining t,heir objectives wlzile the A:elerican infantry would dash 
in regardless of 
they vould often 

Ict~errogation of 
of BEVAGEP . 

Levy served 

all obstacle6 and that while they gained their objectives 
do so bkth a heavy loss of life. 

42nd Div., Sum. of Int. ,#30. 
January 26, 1919. 

James Levy , 

on th.e -Irestern front in the 297th i’,iv. This division 
fought agakst V. S. troops in the ?lanciers sector near the close of 
the war. The Sermons have n6tS.ng but words of praise for the manner 
in which American soldiers fight, admiring their nerve and courage v 

"heir way sf advancing greatly discouraged the Germans. The American 
way of making drives also disheartened them considerably, as they were 
followed up in suck quick succession that no opportunity was given the 
Germans to make a good st?,.nd, and to dig in Lnd fortify themselves. 
Referring to the gas used by the Americans, he says that this caused 
more causalties t?an wiLs ever supposed. ToerLrd s the last Stages Of 
the var there was great disorder among the German sol,dierfr and they 
hailed TFrith &teat delight the signing bf’ the Hrmisticel 

42hd biv. , Sumr of Int . y238, 
1’ *,’ . . Feb a 4th, 1919. 

Fror)l reports received it is evident that the Germdn soldier has 
bpought back a T+olesonl$ respect for the :\+~&p%n$ and Ameri,cati Ahnk~ l 
%ey relate that after tLhs qrarfare of movemen started in last July 
they nevet fought against Americans but that 
losses and muCh disorgatiiza*ion, 

h4y Came out With heavy 

2nd Div. Hdqrs. Sum. of Int . 
January 24th, 1919. 

I 
@39 / . 

‘IHe has faced the Americans on several occasions, at CHtlTEAU THIERRY 
CI-rAr."PAGfJE , in the Sector north of SOI.SSOHS and in the ARGONNE, he says 
the txevailing opinion in Germany before our entry into the war, was, 
that America was a money hunting nation, too engrossed in the hunt of 
the dollar to produce a strong military force. But since our troops 

have been in action the opinion has changed, and he says that though 
Germany is at present a defeated nation, he believes that they would be 
victors in a war with any Ration in the world with the exception of the 
fbited States, whose wonderful resources in men and material they could 
not overt ome . 

42nd Div. Sum. of Int, #252. 
February 17th, 1919 . 



Interrogation of Luda;.rig Kreuger, 
of CARVEILER. 

His regiment faced the Americans at one time in September, 1918 
and says that no one can tell him now that they are green and untrained 
boys, for he knows better. !ie says that of the original members of his 
company, but five wen*e on the line at the time of the Armistice. 

42nd Div. Sum. of int . $260. 
Feb. 25, 1919. 

Interrogation of Sgt. Hersch. 
28th Inf . 

Sergeant Eersch of the 28th Regiment of Infantry states that his 
division was opposed to the 32d (American) DLvision at the Second Battle 
of the Marne. ?ef ore going into action) all the men, who had never had 
any experience ‘yVith the Ar?erican troops were told that the tiericans 
were green, unt mined and covrardly , and that they would not fight. It 
was not long before his opinion in this regzrd underwent a considerable . . 
change . 

32nd Div, Sum, of In* l $52, 
January 9th, 1919 m 

Jnt errogati on of Ant one Fuhrmann , 
of ?IAYscIiOss l 

Fuhrmann is 25 years old and served in the 128th artil$ery against 
the bench at C!TnTZAt; TTIixFLYL;Y, RKZI??S and AFtiS and the mericans and 
?r.i-bi sh at C&~~RIA. He states that his unit was kept utterly in the 
dark as to the number of Americans in France; in fact they knew nothing 
of their presence until the QWZ?AI action. He says there were only a 
handful of Americans theye but they fought like wi~dmen. Knowing what 
he does nolv of their numbers a& fighting ability his thinks the German6 
pould have laid down their arms long ago if they had as much information 
about baericans then, The Cerzans were herded about like sheeparnd kept 
in absolute ignorance 6f the real political. and military situation. 
They were watched very closely and all incoming mail was subject %O censor- 

ship, especially toward the last lzhen they were losing. 

42nd Div. Sum. of Int, #213, 
January 9th, 1919. 

Interrogation of Ludwig I%ller, 
a discharged soldier. 

nxlorale took a severe slump after the defeat in July, and from that -. . 
t&me on it vl.ras common talk among the soldiers that they had been deceived 
by thekr leaders in regard to the Americans. The troops, Weller says, 
soon recognited that the American soldier :?~a$ a brave and worthy opponent 
that he advanced rapidly with little regard for cover and was daring in 
his night patrolling. The German troops had been told that the Americans, 
would be poor soldiers and the actual experie’nqe was discouraging. 

3rd Army Corps. Sum. of Wt. ,i#29. 
December 14, 1918. 
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DTSTURBED TI-:E PEAm IN QUIET SECTOR_. .--.W,r,WV,L--_ w 

GaccarLt, which in 1817 and the Spring of 1918 was the training 
ground in trench warfare for many of the Amerioan Divisions, was con- 
sidered almost as a leave area by both German and French soldiers who 
had been through the hard fighting of the active fronts. By mutual 
agreement the fighting had been reduced to a point lT?here it was almost 
negligible. The German artillerywould not fire if the French did not, 
and the French were as willing as the &mans to maintain peaceful reXa- 
tions with their enemy. It was a common thing for the soldiers to go 
across 
discuss 

Xo-Nan’s land and barter chocolate for cigarettes and even to 
the military situation and the prospects of getting home soon* 

It was a fine war, 

One day when the Germans were sitting in t'neir trenches playing cards 
and enjoying the rest and freedom from disturbance, a shell came over 
from the French lines, then another, and another, The Germans beat a 
hasty retreat to their dugouts, confused and angered by this violation 
of the Baccarat rules of warfare. The shelling continued and the anger 
of the Germans changed to anxiety, !.?&at could be the meaning of this 
unprecedented artiliery activity? Surely the French tvould not &tack* 
Deter&d. to go to the bottom of the mystery, when night came a patrol 
ventured out Eoom the German lines with instructions tovksit the enemy 
trenches and try to get information that would account for the afternoon’s 
shelling. The p.atrol accomplished its purpose - it reported that in- 
stead of French troops being opposite them, the Americans were there. 
NO further explanation was necessary. 

Sum. of Int. #236. 
42nd Div. Feb. 2, 1919 e 

THE ANERZCAKS MAGNIFICIETiT EQUIPl@CNT. 

Interrogation of Karl Schuster, 
of Malberg . 

When witnessing the passage of the American troops he gSv@ voice 
to his surprise at the magnificient equipment, transports, and the 
speed with which every duty is discharged. "No wonder we couldn't win", 
was his fitting remark, 

3rd amy Corps, hum. of Int. $2, 
December 7, 1918. 

Interview Cth a member of the Staff, 
of the 2nd Battalion, 76th Res. Div, 

An interesting interview was held with a member of the staff of the 
2nd Battalion of the 7I6th Reserve Division, against whom the 77th T.L S. 
Division (Major Whittle~y~s Battalion) was opposed during 3he last Argonne 
fight. !le said in effect that it wasn't lack of morale in his unit, but 
the fact that fresh troop s with seemingly every necessary equipment, mere 
opposed to them, and that the four yet:.rs of hard service they had under- 
gone had sucked every bit of initiative they had. 

Lieut. Prinz was the adjutant of the 2nd Sattalion, who wrote the 
note to Major Whittlesy asking him to surrender. 

3rd. Army Sum. of I.nt. #23. 
December 9th, 19184 



Interrogation of Reter Bertram, 

Shopkee-!Ter of DMNAU. Dec. 18, 1918. 

Uith reference to the American as a soldier, Mr. Bertram knew noth- 
3 

ing of them directly but stated that he had been told by other soldiers 
that the American infantryman was reckless to the point of foolishness, 
seldom taking aover and even attacking machine guns in the open. tieri can 
artillery is credited ti&th being very accurate and special aentim is 
tm-de of the volume of fire. 

-nterrogation of Alex Statten, 
of BODEMDORF, 

Statten considers the American artillerymen expert shots and says 
their fire had terrible effect. The Germans did not like to face our 
artillery and although he had never been wounded he has lost five brothers 
in the infantry. They :vere among the flcmnon fodder” as he called the 
infantry. 

42nd Div. Sum. of Int l #211, 

January 7, 1919.~ 

Interrogation of the i,?ilZer 
of PJIZDERCHE. Dec. 12, 1918. 

The miller served against Ti’rcnch, British, Canadian, Australian 
and &merican troops and expresses great admiration for the vim a& 
dash with which our infantry attacked and for the effectiveness of our . 
artillery fire, 

.Interrogation of Peter h!ersch, 
467th Inf. 239th Division, of 

F!OL ZTHIX'i . 

This ex-sldier was oDposed to us in the Champagne offensive of 
July 1918. ‘I’he orders were to reach C;&d,Ui\;S in the fjcrsf drive. but 
the wxmderful .America.n artillery and the stubborn resistance of the 
infantry proved too much. !-!e spoke very highly of the dash and energy 
of the American soldier but considered them undertrained and poorly 
officered. 

3rd Army Corps, Sum. of Iti * f#23 * 

December Sth, 1918. 

Interrogation of Karl Diehl, 
0 f SI!xIITZ?S . 

Diehl considers t”le Americans good fighters. The accuracy of 
Aerican artillery fire, he believed, could have been considerably im- 
:?roved upon. 

3rd &-my CorDs. Sum. of 1nt. <45. 
December 30, 1918 * 

__ _ 
__ 

___-- --- 



Interrogation of John Oberlander, 
of Bonn. I 

His experiences on the Eastern front caused him to say that We 
Russians were the ncorest soldiers among Germany‘s enemies, and that 
one company of ~ Germans was equal to a regiment of Russians. The real 
fighters were the flritish, French and mericans on the '?Jestem front. 
ObexGnder3ated that in his opinion England had the best infantry, the 
rmerican ~~rtill.ery *as the most accurate, 

the mst feared.. 
and the American aemplanes 

lie considered&e achievements of the American airmen 
mmdefful, considering the length of time they had been in She field* 

42nd Div.. Sum. of Int. #205, 
January 1, 1919 + 

,The ?nrr?an anti "r -aircraft guns were placed on the bluff west of the 
city -- commanding position. 
@xtrem height and &out 8gi> 

The French planes invariably flew at an 
of their bombs were ineffective- ThEI 

Americans flew at such a lo& altitude that they y:Jere beneath the top of 
the bluff and, coneequWently, the anti-aircraft guns could not fire on tlem 
a.~ their shells would fall in the city, At one time one of our planes 
e.ttac!red the anti-aircraft batLerj,es qritb grenades. 

.Jl of our bombs lllrere effective and they tllere SO greatly feared 
that Mien t'_le inhabitan:;s sax their own planes flying toward the tiont 
to boxb ?rench cities, 9heg TmuEd stand in the street and shake their 
fists at their own Planes and exclaim 'they had better stay at the front 
for the Americans will come over and retaliate' ;tnd seldom did the re- 
tal.iation fail to material:izel'. The merican planes attilckcd In the 
daytime as xel.1 as at night. 

EDI?'OFiS ;?OT$:-- The @.a~les d. referrzd to were British. .J $'fo American aviators 
Bombed Trier. 

Interrogation 3f Paul Heinman. 

In 1916 Zeinman \iras taken from this morkand assigned to the 14lsf 
?.A, ) which was t3en near 'lerdun. i_b.ring the campaign in the CI!AT%U 
THIEFGIY salient, he T:rasshifted Prom one point to another, his first fight- 
in;; against the mericans being just south of FERE-en-T~RDEW'iS. He 
comments on the fact that t>e :ax?ricans were nhat might be a&lled bad 
prisoners. A group of 14 7-7er9 brought in one day and v?hen asked about 
their units refused to talk. They refused to vlork and talked back to 
the officers, much to the annoyz?ce of the officers and the concealed 
deligM of the men. 

89th Division Sum. of int. $208, 
flarch 6th, 1319. 
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Interrogation of Herr Eraun , 

Forrester, EREIDSCHELD. 

Braun has served in the Zerman army as en enlisted man and keeii>y 
alive t0 conditions in the army. He makes an interesting comnparison in 
the German and ;merican systems of training officers and states that 
the German system wa.s the drect dorrnfall of the army. At the beginnJng 
of the war Germany was well supplied y;ith experienced officers who were 
respected ar?d looked up to by the men in spite of the harsh disciplinary 
measures, The casualt ies , holr;ever , among officers during the first 
year of the v,rar were enormous 
officers. 

and they at once started training ‘new 
“he matejeiial for these so-called officers’ camps WAS B&en 

solely from the Gymnasia w’hic!~ correspond somewhat to our high schools. 
The candidates were selected from among the sons of the most influential 
families , given a short training and then put in charge of Companies. 
They tried to impose the same rigid discipline that the fegular officers 
had, but the enlisted men resented this to the extent of open rebellion 
and fought withtlbeir officers until there was no discilpline left in the 
army. Herr Braun cited an instance where 2 friend of his \vas a teacher 
at BONN and an authority on his subject i ~;e served during the %xOD 
as an enlisted :xn wlxile his immediate commanding officer had been uP 
to the time of the year a pupil of his and his worst pupil at’ that* 
He kn&w personally of many cases like .that. Ii8 said that We American 
training schools although modqlled after the Germans turned out success* 
ful officers because the best fitted men were picked from the ranks, 

42nd Div. s-ii of In-t. #209 ) 
Jan. 5th, 1919 4 

Interrogation of ?Aichael Hoffman, 
of 17S(yT IL. 

IIe thinks that our officers are not well dressed. C)n being in- 
formed of the baggage allowance of an American’ officer and at the 
opportunities which they have had for purchasing unif ormc he stated 
that all offi ozs in the German army even when in active field service 
have one or more trunks and from time to fme are alloT:ied $0 leave for 
the purpose of obtaining uniforms; even an aspirant xas allovyed one trunk 
in addition to his field bedding roll. 

42nd Div. Sum. of Int, #196, 
December 23, 1918. 

Interrogation of Durgomaster b 
Secretary, KiEUENMK, 

He. spoke of the great difference between the American and German 
armies and was ‘very much sutprised to learn that one could become a non- 
corlmissioned officer after’ gpending six or eight months in the service* 
In peace time in the German army a soldier ?vas given a Sergeantcy only 
after he had spent 10 or 12 years in service 
then if he continued faithful he was given a 
or railroad employee. 

42nd 

with a clean record, and 
place near his home as Postman 

Div. Sum. of Int. #207. 
January 3rd, 1919. 



Statement of Dr. Otto Sehranzkmuller, 
A f ormec Prussian Xunicipal Official. 

“The American army seems to me as fine a collection of individual 
physical specimen8 as I have ever seen," the doctor declared in his ex- 
cel-lent unidiomatic Englisha l’But formthe standpoint of military dis- 
cil;line it is a mob, pure and simple. The men appear slouchy; the 
officers do not &anti out from the men in appearance as they do in my 
European army. AUL..seem to allow themselves to be uictimized in prices 
by the tradespeople of this, I am most unhappy to admit, vanquished 
country. They seem to have no conception of the fact that we are their 
enemies, and deep dot-,x in our hearts we hate each and every one of them,!' 
The doctor asked a few questionsin reference to the staff work of the 
American army. He mcalled the German statement at the commencement 
of hostilities between the United States and Germany that the United 
States would find it impossible to Frocure six thousand efficient staff 

. officers. He stated *hat he had heard that in the past few months the 
United States army hc_d had to use a gkeat proportion of French officers 
on its staffs in order to keep the service of supplies worn an utter 
breakdown, 

42nd Div- Sum. of Int. j&&5. 

Dec. 12, 1913. 

Interrogation of Herman Eich, 
Dernau School-teacher. ?&o. 16, 1918. 

The American soldiers are well liked by the inhabitants as they 
are clean and generally treat the people with respect. He does not 
think our army well disciplined as compared M$-t.hFGermany army but it 
is the universal feeling among the people that~&~-‘spirit of the American 
army is much better than the German army ever_‘ has been. Our equipment . 

is much better than the German especially during the latter days of the 
war. 

Interrogation of Musketeer, Kichael Yreuzberg, 
of DBIWU. 

He has never fought against &nerican soldiers but says they are good 
soldiers in that they are alwsy, c happy and contented even when forced to 
work in bad weather and under bad conditions. This is a cant rast to the 
German discipline where the men were almays grumbling among themselves, 

42nd Div. Sum. of Int. #199, 
Dec. 26, 1918. 

:;:Interrogaticm of Prince Karl of Hohenzollern, 
Lieut . Gen . and Commander of the 38th Landwehr Brigade. 

He deplore6 the fact that Germany had not started propaganda of 
larger proportions, spending millions instead of thousands of marks* 
He admitted that German propaganda was active in the United States, and 
regretted that it had been carried on in such a clumsy manner. In this 

connection he tiaib that the greatest fault of German-,,~ diplomacy was a 
persistent disregard of the importance of national psycholog and failure 
to appreciate the point of tiew of ether nations. 

The Prince in closing, paid a very high tribute to the American 
soldier. Coming from an officer who had been 32 years in the German 

’ Army, this tribtie has unusual significance. The Prince said th& in 
all his experience he had not found anpfhere soldiers who were better 
disciplined or better behaved. 

3rd Army Sum. of Int. #43, 
December 29, 1918. 

_ ~~_. _-_- 
_____- --- ___ _- 



InterrogaClon of Joseph Hahn, 
of NFUNAHR. . 

Hahn states that all the people in the town are admiring the clean- 
cut American soldiers. He states that the impression the American soldier 
is leaving, with the people of Germany, is the impression that Germam will 
kve Of America in years to come, We notices the contrast between the 

i knerican awl Reman armies in their forms of discipline, stating that if 
the Germn army had been a8 free with their men as the American Army is, 
they would not h&e had the success that was theirs at the beginning of 
the war. 

sup?* . Qf Int . 42nd Div., 
Feb. 26th, 1919. 

. Interrogation of Anton Liersch, 
. Postal Agent, DEFSAU. Dec. 16th, 1918. 

Our troops lack the snap and precision of the German soldiers but he 
thinks that the cordial rel.ations between the officers and men more thavl 
make ur, for the lack of iron discipline. 

Interrogation of J&hann C-rossgartern, 
ex-soldier of RZCH. 

, 
AS usual~3.th the German soldier he has a good opinion Of our soldiers 

and officers akzd believes that while our discipline is not strict there 
is much better feeling between the men and officers of our army than fith 
the German army. He hati never faced American soldiers in Battle but from 
his talks with other soldiers in the hospital,, 0 he is convinced that they 
are fearless fighters. 

42nd Division Sum. Of Int. #195. 

December 22, 1918. 

“The a-t."r,itude of the American officer towards enlisted men is very 
different than in our army in ~~lrrhich officers have always treated ftbeir 
men as cattle.tl 

3rd Arty Cor>s, Sum+ of 1st. #21, 
December bth, 1918. 

Int eiT ogati on of Aloys Kansen, 
of WIMBACH .-- December 13, 1318. 



Znterrogation of Anton Jolgen, . 
ilech, ex-member 65th i,dw. Regt., 

5th IJdw . Div. 

This regiment was in the St. Mihiel Salient atthe time of the 
11~~ ri can at t ack . Jolgen reports that plans had been made to evacuate 
the salient and were being carried out at the time the atta dc took place, 
&vsryone expected an attack but it was expected bbout three days later 
than it ac-kua!.ly started. For this reason they were caught vith practi- 
cally no arti..‘,.lery in position and that which was in position was almost 
anti re3.y out of ammunition. The infantry was in no condition to receive 
an attack as the plan was to go b;_ck without alloving us contact. For 
this reason without serious losses we were eneabled to capture positions 
powerfully organized upon which heavy resistance could have been made 
and which would have caused considerable losses to take by frontal 
attack . His opinion of the American sold&r is very high. In this 
attack the artillery fire was very accurate and. very heavy and the 
advance of the infant;? was in good formation and irresistable. He 
thinks the American soldier does not look as well on the road or in canlp 
as in the field but likes our discipline very much because of the g*eater 
freedom given the men. He thinks that individually the German soldier 
is not as good a fighter as the American. 

42nd Div. Sum. of In%. #198. 
December 25, 19J.8, 

~- 
~ ~___ ________ _____ - - 



T&W&ATION OF A DIL-D.Y ?'ME,< I>: r;)ROlJ A HUNGARIAN LIEUTENAKT 

07 THE 1 ST AUSTRbHUMGARI’M~ DTVI Sf ON. 
_.- .C - 

Aug. 20th - Just arrived back at my company. 

Aug. 22nd - Took up position in the third line. Rotten! ” 

Sept. 5th - Took up position in the second line (vtith immediate reserve 
Command) 

Sept. 7th & 8th - Consolidated the entire Battalion. 

Sept. 14 - Eight of our observation balloons were atta&ed by an American 
plane and burned up. At 6.30 P.X. another plane attacked 3 of our 
baXoons and finished them by burning. Our observer saved himself by 
jumping out . I:‘e are aT:raiting the attack .of the French t odiight W in 
the morning. In the attack, according to statements from prisoners, 4 
or 5 bitisions, al?d about 300 tanks will participate. 

Sept. 16 - At 7: 30 in the evening t;vo enemy planes again succeeded in 
burning two of our observat,i_on balloons. 

Sept l 17, This evening ;ve are to relieve the 7th Company in the front line* 

Sept. 16th. So far nothing has been done about relief. ?he 1st Lieut g 
paid us a visit in the evening. 

Sept. 19, At 4: 30 in the morning Vje were awakened by the noise of a 
terrible barrage by the enemy. Later they stopped firing, 1 was wonder- 

ing all the while What the barrage meant. Received orders at 7:3O for 
the relief which was completed ,by 11 0*c10ck. 

. 

'Sent. 25th b During tke day everything :vas silent; about 11~45 the in- 
t.ensive barrage which was coming down toward our’ right suddenly changed 
direction’to our front line; it comenced cxactly’at lo:45 P-T,‘. 

Sept. 26th - The terrible barrage continues all day long.nithout any 
notice&fe ch.ange 4 Among t!+?. shells flying in alti direction’s near us, I 
many are gas sheils, and everything is full ok gas. iit 12530 &the 

middle of the fire I had to go over to the 112th Company ‘to keep up 
liaison Tvith them. I had just left them vhen a lot of. gassed men wetie 
taken away to the hospital, All nigh-t and all day' could not leave dug- 
out . Tmards eveping the fLrI.lTg ceased but for a few minutes only, 
and started again with more int ensit:r . In this mix-up someone lost our 
bread-rati on. 

Sept. 27th - $,t ITight the firing decreased but did not s.top- In the 
morning ?,ve :lrere compelled to move back to our lines again. I do not 

I-now, but’ I think TT;e lrri.11 have to move again 5oon. Of course the relief 

is supposed to be made ir the evening. (Laler) Exactly as I thought- I 
Bad not finished mjt dinne,r yqhen the firing broke out ,again’ intense as 
be fore, full of gas-shells ; and n:e had to move back to the dugout again r: 

Ssyt . 28t?. - Barrage continued ~11 night long; especially with gas-shells, 
?Xc? no J.e+ w;? all day long +. r\t 6:30 receive6 orders to relieve th-e 10th 
G q-“” c”:?.-,: t 0 -‘~orroVr. 63 went. to hos-G.tzl gassed. 

Sept. 30th - From 10 o'clock the 29th til 5 in the morning i WS on post 

in a grenade dump. Not having enough men in the company, we were Cc@ 
;3el?..cd to relieve the Yeldwebel , till some one could, be put on- 
r”he heavy rain did not stop a minute and soaked through and through. 
This being on post ‘ali night was a murderous job, as the French machine ’ 

gun,Trras firing al1 the time on my post. !:Tent to sleep during the day- 
Toward evening at 6 130 had to go on post again' till, midnight, as the 
needed men In/ere just arriving from some other company. 
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act . I!_st - klbout 5 o’clock in the morning, we take in all the sentries 
and leave alily three day men on duty. Those on duty all night sleep all 
day, snd abijut 6:30--7:OO oW.ock we go out again, Rain and rain again. 
I inspec-L the sentries helf hourly, or hourly. Nothing happened all day- 

Oct. 3rd. Ce-heen 1 and 2 o’clock the assault detachment was out in 
front of the lines. Directly opposite us about 300 yards a lot of French 
machine guns can be seen, A few minutes later, they all let loose and 
bullets merE: flying around us like a hail-storm. Fortunately nobody 
was hurt. At lo:45 in the evening a lieutenant was h8Pe from the 7th 
Company inquiring about positions. They will relieve us within a few 
days. I pyay to l,ad that everything ouns satisfactory till then- g l a . 
‘The company received only one-third ration today. 

Ott . 5th . - T,;% fini&ed placing the sentries in their new posit;ions this 
morning only at 4 o ‘clock . :.?e returned thoroughly soaked. Mothing 
noticeable haypen8d all day. There is one thing though, the enemy lying 
before us for the last fe;! davs are making altogether too much noise. L 
The constant llamxsring, moving of wagons, placing of lumber, plainly 
audible, mixed with some unknaurn shout like “Hip?, Wo” indicate pre- 
parati 0ns. - . It must ?e new American troops over there, who are making So 
much noise. 

Oct. 8th - Till 2:30 in the mor;ling I was on duty inspecting eentries 
when I ::‘as relieved, as the previ,Ouv 0 night I was on duty all night long, 
I was Fl;formed there is to be a great attack 5 o'clock in the morning. 
Of course, I have been told that before and nothing has happened, but f 
mdde my prepsrations anti lay C;OYM to sleep for awhile. In five rninuteb 
I TV&S up , or rather I jumF?ed up, for like a volcano spitting its la% 
the jrost hellish barrage started on us, inexpressable in its intensity, 
ar’d a shell hit our dug-out squarely. The barrage moved up further withia 
a half hour; and at the same time from another dug-out one Of my platoon 
loaders ran to me and poiilted to both sides of the hi31 where the FrencH 
soldiers were already marching behind us in the valley. We jumping Out 
f>0m the trench with machf.ne guns znd hand grenades awaiting us, while at 
the same time from the moantcin above us - like wild tigers, &neriCans ’ 
and French jumped on us and swallo~red tis up. To resist - even to. dream 
of it - was impossible. ‘sy 6:30 all of us mere marching a8 prisoners. 
Really this was the most surprising, --A atid in its extent, most marvelous 
attack I ever saw. All day lank, . 7 yve were m6ved from one place to another 
until at 3 : 30 we arrived, soaked S in a ILarge prison cage; yrithin a wire 
fence we lay dozn ir the mud, L&er ~8 received blankets from the 
Americans, ?rhich was very good of them. 

Oct. 9th - %Ok8 up in the moM.ng at 5 0’ clock + We received br’eakfakt I 
tfeavetis) lovely White bread, a 3.at5ge piece tvhich eveti ih peace times is 
better tl2.n our cakes. 
that had sorile kick to itb 

Ais neat-and vegetables, conserve, and coffee 
Df;i Er, this priceless bread; a large piece, 

meat stew and coffee, Afternoon nothing to do. Supper, meat and vege- 
._ tables as at breakfast, and that lovely white bread again. If this 

keeps up this Tray I shall even forget that I slept in such a condi*ion. 
It is royal time the Americans give us. 

(FJ?XDQUARTS-?S FIRST AK&RICAN AFWY. 
F&isoners Documert ;%64). 
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THj APFRE?:E?JSIO:< AT T:‘E COVING OF ANIERICANS. 

.A* OLPJGEN ( Germany) civilians stated that the Germans had taken 
a-considerable quantity of foodstuffs without paying f 0r it, excusing 
their acti 0ns by saying, “The Americans, who are the biggest robbers 
in the world, will take it anyway, when they comV. 

Extract from Summary of 
Intelligence, 3d V.&Corps, 

November 22, 1938. 

T;any Of the clothing stores gave suite of civi?..ian clothes to the 
discharged German soldiers, explaining tha t their stores would be Inn*4 
by the Americans upon their arrival, so they might as well give them 
away. ~11 classes feared the coming of the mericans because they 
expected re%aliation for wht;t the Germans did in EELGIUM and FRANCES 

St;? tement of Liberated Italian 
Prisoners of War. 

THE LESSON OF BELGUJ% P. _ -c --_..)_ 

“The German oeople thoroughly unders%and how civilians in Bel&um 
and France nere tieated and they will not afford you the excuss or 
onportunity to treat themselves likewise here”. ~‘You need not expect 
any trouble whatsoever from the German population, because they realize 
that might is against them and they can do nothing.1’ 

,Stat.L;ment of a German Officer. 

?!a one expected any rssietalyce from Eelgium, It was thought thzit 
the army could march right through and Eelgium would afterwards be re- 
wa;ded . Instead she resisted and was destroyed, He is a firm 
believer in the force of Military necessity. When asked if we would 
be justified in destroying this town in case some one person fired at 
us k^,e evaded the question and ansly;ercd: WO one would be foolish enough 
to oppose an army in Germany.” He would make no prophecies as to the 
future of Germany, b.& is afraid that the peace terms will be hard enough 
to keep her dol.:ln for at least 20 ydars. ~-‘e looks to the United State8 
to keep the country from being entirely torn to pieces. He does not 
like the idea of having foreign troops quartered here but prefers Ameri- 
cans even to Germans as they are more considerate and spend mre money. 
There is as much money spent now in the winter as there usually is during 
a peaceful Sumner. In that respect h.e thinks the people west of the 
Rhine are luckier than those on the east side, E!e also remarked thafi 
no Amwican would watch even an. enemy star’ve. 

Interrogation of Adolph Wwner 
of EXH. 

. . 
A XUP!ICIP~LITY ?JARKS ITS CITIZEFS. m-. . 

To Our Fellow citizens: 
As everybody knows, American troops will occupy the region ifi 

vhi ch we live . They are still at war with us. DOR ’ T FORGET THAT ! 
They have the power of treating you as enemies but by the proclamation 
of their General Officers, they have plainly stated that they d0 not 
wish to exercise this power as long as you prove yourselves by your cm- 
duct l fJorthy of their trust . 

FEL.LOV CITIZENS! prove yourselves true and loving Rhinelanders 
and Germans ! E’?e reserved and courteous in your behavior, in your recep- 
ti on neither importunk;te nol* surly. 

Conduct yourseives according to the edicts of the Commanding 
Officer, and carry out their orders exactly! 
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You ‘young people, however, must conduct yourselves in a 
specially well-behaved banner .nd be assured that Otherwise INTERNMENT 
end DEPORTATII)N threaten you! 

Parents, keep your children in hand, and you, maidens of the 
RHINELAND, be modest; don? throw yourselves away, for your behavior 
will not be forgotten: think of your future and the future of Ctermany: 

Follow our advice and thus will the renown of. your Rhenish 
homeland be held in high esteem, The Americans will behave well towards 
you and make good report of you and will take home with them a feeling 
of high regard for us. As the American Chief of Staff assured the 
people in TRIER, “Every interference with the freedom of the people 
will be avoided, and everything will be carried on $ust as if there 
exi ated no occupati on”. . 

The Cormnittee of Public @fety 
for the 

. Community of RheShnbrohl. 

Translation of a Document 
Posted in Area of Sd U. S Xorps . 

THEIR FEARS ALLAYED 

“From the time the armistice was signed to 
into this village, we did not know just what to 
We heard through ._.. . . . our returning troops that you 

the entry of your troops 
do or how to act. 
Americans were following 

them at a short distance, We werUalso inf armed that your men were 
indlined to be rough, irnd the impression was left with us that we had 
a tiry serious tile before US, Our own troops took many things away 
with them and at times made forcible entry into our buildings and took 
what they Wanted. If our own troops acted in this way, what could we 
expect from an enemy. When your troops finally reached here, we watched 
their every movement with mingled feelings of fear and uncertainty. Eu% 
today, after living 24 hours with them, we have no longer any apprehension. 
They are wonderfully mild mannered men and a great contrast to the domineer- 
ing attitude of our own soldiers. Your troops, nof even one, have spoken 
a aingle disagreeable word to anyone, and when we offered them wood for 
cooking and heating purposes they accepted with *hat, seemed to be a cer- 
tain shyne’ss. They sit in our living rooms with us, and we smoke and 
try to &ake ourselves understood. This is a great relief when one 
considershow the Saxons treated us when M~ey came through here ,” 

Statement of tHe MayOr Of 
KASCHENBACX 

Statement of Michel Simon of 
NEURBURC , 

“The people of our village were worried at first about the occupa- 
tion by American troops, Instructions were given a3 to how the inhabi- 
tants should conduct themselves in order to avoid any unpleasant incident, 
Ghlldren have constantly talked of the Ameriuans’ arrival, and pictured 
them as a band of wild Indian@, However ,when the troops arrived, we were 
astonished at their behavior and pleasant attitudd toward our people. 
The men knocked at our doors, before entering our houses, and asked for 
what they wanted in a kindly manner. hrot a single m+n acted disagreeably 
Cur people could not he more satisfied with the conduct of the American 
soldiers. lt 

Interview tith the nfanager of 
Branch Krupp Factory at SAYN. 

He said that he persona?_Iy had had s @me fear as to the treatment 
the CBrmans wouldreceive from the Allied troops Of %cupation,bbt since 
ha had seen theAmeriCan all his fears had been allayed, 



, EDITORIAL CCMME~T ON 77-W ENTRY OF I”HE MERICANS 

From the “COELENZER GEUERAL ANZEIGER” , 
of December 13th) 1918, 

Yesterday; -the 12th of Decetibek, a day made memorabke two years ago 
when the Kaiser made his overture for peace, 
the city * 

the Amoricati troops entered 
The fitit troops marched in early in the morning. There 

followed a considerable interval until at midday long ooiutnns of a%1 
arm8 passed through, marching in close order, I$ wag very much $He Cia$e 
picture as was presented when the German troop8 withdrew Wring the last 
few weeks, Halts were made in the open spa ces, draught animals, for 
the most part mules, feire unharnessed, and the soldiers had their mid- 
day mess; On whatever side one looked one saw Amerirans. 
picture 8 iffere taken. 

Many matin g 
The children for the most part surreunded the 

field kitchens, and theAmericans distributed, sweets among them. There 
was even a band which played its troqps through the Ringstrasse. One 
can ma&e only the most favorable comment on the attitude of*&e&ncwiwua 
troops of Occupation, for *he troops behaved themselves extqlremely well. 
Among the Americans, there must be a great rnanyIin whose veins flows the 
blood of this district. Among them there is actually one born in 
GOBUN who belongs to an old established family, In his case, how- 
ever, the Occupation came too late, for only a few days ago his aged 
mother, who would have been so happy to have seen her son again, died. 

. 

From the “BITBURGER ZEIT?JNG*' . 
December 7th , 1918. 

“The occupation of the City and Circle by the American troops has 
been accomplished so far with no restriction of liberty or circulation, 
The officials and business men work in quiet and undisturbed. Life goes 
on as usual. The mails and railway traffic have necessarily been in- 
terrupted. It is just to acknowledge that theAmerican Military authori- 
ties are efficient without harshness, and the behavior of the American 
troops is wonderfully good, Not only officers but soldiers are con- 
siderate add seem obliging. The Americans take pains not to make th8 
occupation appear vemtio\ls, On their side, the Americans will have 
obeerved (or, will have become convinced) that it is &tr from th8 inten- 

. tion of the local population to create any discordance? 

A WOMAN’S ACCOUNT OF OUR ARRiVAL, 

From American Postal Censorship. 

An eye-witness, living in a little town near COBLENZ, gives US a 
letter with the following narrative of the entrance of the American 
occupation troops into theeineland and of th&r conduct in the town 8 . 
occ!.q&g& At the-beginning of his’ letter this man states: *‘In writing, 
I fake it for granted that this letter Ml get through on a ccount of, the 
t.olerance of theAmericans 2-. . . . (I. 

“Now let us come ta themricans e The march into %he valley of the 
Rhine took place from ‘the direction of the Hunsruck to<+&8 tune of 
*‘Was Nutz8f dem Seemann sein Geld”. They passed- l 

in the direction af COBI,,ENZ, strong young people, l bf whom at least every 
tenth man could speak German. These people arrive in a friendly - almost 
modest - manner, and thepef ore, everywhere, are given a good and friendly 
reception. The harmony between them and the French isvlory lukewarm. 

-Everywhere one hears strong shkill discords. The French population 
sheared the Americans. While the French sb3.diers paid two fancs for a 
bottle of wfne the Ameritans were made to pay 4, 6, axad. evm 8 Francs. 

_ -_-- _ _ -~ _. _ __ __. ___-_ _ ~___- __ - 
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“The supplies of theAmericans are excellent: Clean white bread, ’ 
just as white as ever were our best cakes; plenty of mea:& always serv- 
ed with potatoes and sauce. The supply trains come in c0ntinuously. 
Hay, straw, everything, is brought along. 

“While on duty the relations batween hen and officers a@8 very 
strict, but on the other hand, when Off duty, they are without constraitit 0 
The officers sit in the same cafe rooms with their men. When one sees 
the supplies, the materiel, etc., one is obliged to laugh at the @nagin+ 
tion of our marine head% who praised the U-boats as a victor Over the 
Ente nte . Every may! has hi6 cloth coat and his waterproof coat, his 
loather shoe6 and rubber shoes, etc. There is no evidence of lack Of 
discipline or of disobedience. Rumors to that effect are simply fairy 
tales spread by the Kultur .of Kiel and Berlin. During the entrance Of 
the Americans, the population lined the streets , displayed curiosity ) 
remaining quiet. The soldiers distributed chocolate, among the children, 
et c., thus laying the foundations of friendship. The Americans all 
state that they are not our enemies, but that they were pressed into 
service, etc.? 

THE UMTRAST WTH THE GERMAN PASSAGE. 

Statement by pr. Seul, Mayor of WELLING . 
“Our city is besieged by American troops, Everywhere one looks, 

your troops are either on the march through the town or thronging the 
streets, and you seem to possess automobiles of every description. 
Our people look wonderingly on at all this. , Until the econd Of this 

’ month German troops also passed through here, but what a,contrasf! 
Instead of the. orderly march of the @ericans, Our Croops r&rc.hed witha 
out any formation whatever. The almost kindly - 
toward our people is in marked cant rast to the gruff, 
soldiers+ Before your troops ever Came, here, we heah 
soldiers what an oxtraordinapy fine class d! t&m @d ha 
and strong, 

“In their letters our soldier6 told us to hope that American troop6 
rather than English or French would occupy this territory4 But even + 
then, we feared and wondered what your attitude toward US would bea 
After the shameless way our own troops behaved, demanding and stealing 
what they wanted, mhat would and enemy do ? But we now know, and are 
much plea6ed. 

Interview with Karl Schramem, 
LAND STRUVER of ZERWLLE N. 

The American troops show much more consideration for the private 
rights of the inhabitant6 of the village than di..d the German troops. 

Statement of Heinrich I-Toffman, , 
of HORN. 

He states that the conduct of the American soldiers has been much 
better than that of the Germans; that there is no particularly hard feel- 
ing against the Americans except that the German6 were disappointed a6 
they expected America to be with them, l>rgely because of the fact that 
nearly every family has friends or relative6 in America. He himself 
has two undies and two brothers living in-New York ~&1, state6 that he 
could not understand how the Germans in America could fi$ht against the 
German6 in Germany. 

Statement of M. Erasmi, 
of KYLBURG. 
When questioned as to the conduct of the&nerican troop6, M. Erasmi 

stated that ‘*the hericans can very well serve as an example for Our 
own trodps whose behavior as they passed through here was none too e~od”* 

_P _ __- 
______ ~-- 

__- --- -- 

--- 



Statement of An-tonne Kleist, 
Ex. Sgt., Of STDJROPEX. 

He is glad the war is over and that they were fortunate enough9 
to secure the Americans in occupying their territory. The Americans 
are more considerate of the rights of the people than the German trOOp8 
when they mere returning through this country. 

sOME GERMANS PREFER AMERICAK? GO FRENCH CR BMTlSL 

Interrogation of the Burgoma8ter 
of AHFVJrEILER. 

The Burgomaster state8 that he always has been and is a p&riOtic 
German and therefore he cannot look upon any army of ocoupa%iOn with 
pleasure. He states, however, thatthe population prefers an American 
army of occupation to any other for iie thinks that there are no historical 
causes for enmity betmean America and Germany. The German8 also looked 
upon the Americans during the tiar with a feeling of kindliness because 
they were SO many people of German descent in &Wica. 

Intekrogation of Aloys Xansen 
of TMBACH, 

I s . 
fn regard to their feeling for the Americans, he admitted that they 

did not love them but a8 the country had to be occupied by trdaps 6f 
some nation under the tsrmB of the armistice, they were far better pleased 
to have American trbbp6 than those 6f England or France. He ha6 n0 
idea of what the future of theR)lbni$h provinces will be nor MT the peace 
terms but the people in general desire, an independent Btats, if possible, 
under the protectionaf, America., but realizing that *‘his i6 impossible, 
under the protection of a ;,,German confederation. 

tie doe6 net think there will. be any @positian $hoWn anywhere within 

the occupied districts as they had been tvaz+ned by th6 digcharged Geman 
sodl&ers of the consequences oI' opqo%ing in any way an organized QmY* 

Intverrojjati on bf Michel $ppel, 
Burgomaster of Rechd 

The people are well Satisfied ahd have no comylaiht to make against 
the occupation by the American soldieqs, beihg bonvincrid that if aoldier8 
must be hero the Americant; arc probably pfeferabie to those of any other 
army including the German army. He al60 eaid if: thas a good thing for 

the local inhabitants because of the large amount of moneyspent by our 
men. 

Interrogation of Herr Stern8, 
c 

Cafe Gwner, BEUL. 

This man has been a proprietor of a eafe for eight years. He speaks 

very highly of theAmerican soldier and thinks that it was luck for the 
people that American6 were chosen for this district. 

He think8 it is 8trange that the Americans, having spent 80 short 
a time in the army, can adapt themselves to any condition that presents 
it self. He remarked that on the day the soldiers came to this town all 
were surprised at the orderly way the Americans conducted themsslvesr 
He said that he had never known a regiment of German soldiers to come 
here and behave themselves in such an orderly mernner. (&man soZd%ers 
were always brutal to servants and destroyed a great deal Of props&y. 



Statements of a prominent citizen 
and an ex-German Officer of WOHN. 

The American Army of Occupation has shown them clearly that our 
801% of government is very desirable, because our troops, coming as a 
conquering body of men, treat the citizens of the omupied Mwns with 
much mdre consideration than do the retreating soldiers of their mn 
country. Above ail, we are everywhere constantly hymned with peans 
0f thanksgiving that we are Americans, because the civilians and disc 
charged soldiers both fear that theFrench and English (especially the 
former) wish to and may overstep the ternus of the armistice, in order 
to g&n a personal revenge. 

Extract from Summary Of IntelLigsnce. 
89th Dijt., Jan. 2, 1919. 

Waxweiler - One man - a discharged soldier - does not understand 
why America is keeping her troops here to guard Allied interests when 
it is apparent that the terms of the armistice are being fulfilled. 
He said that he would rather billet American troops than either the 
French or British, The inhabitants a& large are very much interested 
in whether the United States has transported overseas all the troops 
she had in training. They say that %.e feeling in the larger towns 
in the interior is still very bitter and if the United States troops 
should attempt to occupy some of the se towns it would be only a question 
as to the time when hostilities would begin again, The people are 
trying to be friendly but it ?_s with an effort on their part. 

From Interrogation of Herr Basstgen, 
Cur&e of MURLENBACH. 

: 

The curate spLeaks very good French and assures us that COB~NTZ 
will welcome the Americans, as people kno?! they come as Mends, not 
as enemies. He “states that the inhabitants in the Zone of American 
Occupatian are edremely thankful that the ‘troops are neither French 
nor English * ?!e also states that the inhabitants have purchased 
American Flags for display when our troops enter the town. 

Statement of Karl Fcldar 
of NIEDER BREISIG. 

“The people here hate the French more than they do the British. 
They much prefer the A;nericans as troops of occupation. Since the 
Americans have arrived the German people have learned to like them.” 

Interview with the Miller of 
NIEDERCHE . 

c 

He is one of three brothers, two of whom served in the German army, 
while the third is employed as an engineer in New Eork, He is in the 
main inclined to be friendly to .Arner$can troops and expresses relief 
that it is they and not the French or British who are occupying the 
Rhineland provinces. 

Interview with H. Schaeffer, 
Schoolmaster of UNKELBACH. 

The people of the locality are pleased with the American OCCU~;%%~~ 

and frequently express xgratituds that it is the Americans who are OCCUPY- 

ing their tawns, ’ 



Interrogation of Wilheim Kalter, 
Of METTNERNICH-SQVARE . 

Kalter, as an emp&yee of the street railway of Coblent, has had 
a good opportunity to know what the people say and think, He says 
the people have no complaints to make as to the conduct of the Americans 
and that, after reading newspaper accounts of the occupancy of several 
cities by the French and British, they are pleased that the Ameritians 
are in this sector, He expressed surprise at the number of American 
troops and said that blse last report they had was there were 1,80010~ 

Americans in Eurppe . 

Interrogation of Peter Bertram, 
Shopkeeper of DERNAU. 

As in statements made by others the warm reception given the 
American troops is not so much due to the fs.ct that they like us as if 
is to the fact that they like the French and English less. Report 8 are 
circulating through this part of the country at the present time of 

ill treatment received by the people around COLOGNE from the English 
troops. These reDorts have not been confirmed but they are generally 
known and talked about among the Qerman people all of whichceuses bitter- 
ness Of feeling a@inst our Allies and increased liking for OW own 
troops against whom no such rumors have been started. 

Interrogation of Jacob Schwarz , 
a discharged German soldier. 

The feeling toward the French is rory bitter while the attitude 
toward the English is one of utter dislike, The American6 are not 
hated as are the other Allies although everyone considers them, as 
they are, enemies of Germany, 

PRAISE FOR TN3 CONDUCT OF AMERICAN TROOPS. 

Int errogati on of Herr Schmidt, 
of DERNAU, 

He considers the American troops good soldiers but not as well dis- 
ciplined as the Germans. The inhabi Bnts are very well satisfied with 
the treatment they have re aEivedfFom *he Americans and are not unf riend- 
lyt oward us. 

42nd Div. Sum, of Int. #188. 
Dec. 15, 1918. 

Statement of the Mayor of 
GROSSLITT4.%EN. 

“In my town her3 ) 1 can safely say that no feelings of enmity exist8 
toward your troops and for my part never really has existed.” 

Sum. of Int + #20, Dec. 5-6, 1918. 

Statement of Mr. Kalb of 

MONTABAUR . 

“The Americans have proved themselves very courteous and have 
inflicted no inconvenience on the civil population. 

It i6 evident that they do not hate us as do the French, who have 
been taught to hate ever since school 2’ 

1st Div. Sum. of Int. #105. 
Dee a 17th, 1918. 

~_ -.- _- 



Interrogation of Blasius Steff ens, 
of KELBERG. 

Mr, Steffens stated that the people in the town are admiring the 
clean-cut American soldiers, who treat everybody with donsideration. 

3rd Amy Corps9 Sum of I&. #zS. 
December lOth, 1916. 

Interrogation of Joseph Gorres, 
of MAYSCHOSS. 

He has billeted Americans in his home each day since they arrived 
in Germany and expresses himself as highly pleased at their canduct- 

42nd Div Sum, af Int. #198. 
December 25-26, 1918. 

From Interrogation of _ Andrew Estin 
of NEUENAHR. 

Herr E&in thinks very hggbly of theAmerican soldier, having several 
billeted with him in his hOu6e and is impressed with their liberality, 
their democratic ideals and their &%titude toward,s the German people* 

42nd biv. Sum. of Int. #234. 
January 3lst-Feb.1, 1919. 

Statement of the Ortsvarsteher, 
of BALEWELD. . 

Ve hpve n6 complaint to make of the conduet of the &merican troops. 
!J%ey are all gone cow, but v:hile they were here I received not a single 
complaint in regard to them. They are honest, and have tbken n6thing 
without payment.W 

3rd h’my CO!‘p6. Sum of Int. #23. 
December 8-9, 1918. 

Statement of Mr. Meier, 
of MtlRLEXBACH. 

'We are very well pleased with the conduct of the &nerican troops. 
I have not heard of a single disagreeable incident!" 

3rd Army Corps l Sum. of Int. #lg. 
December &5th,l918. 

Extract 6f a letter from Army Brunieudorf, 
of PFAFFENDORF. 

There are quite a few American8 here at present. We have four at 
our home while the other house is used as a clothing store room. B\rt we 
have no complaint to make. They are a very courteous people. 

3rd Army Daily resume, 
1'7th April, 1919. 



I THE AMERICANS BRING BUSINESS._ 

The commercial instinct of theGerman has done much to smooth rela- 
tions with theArmy of Occupation. Allowed to carry on their industries 
with little or no interference, they tiave shownbotti'iygenuity and en-term 
prise in offering wares that appeal to our soldiers,. .In-addition to the 
usual souvenirs and standard articles, they have promptly obtained stocks 
* insignia, service stripes, books in E&lish 'and numerous other things '- 
forwhich there was no market before our ar;s"?&& ‘This has meant increased 
Prosperity for the' &mans with'its accompanying cheerfulness and good 
will and had reduced any $endency toward friction on our part. Rela- 
*ions have at all times been very satisfacf0.v: 

Extract from Swnmary of 

Intelligence, 42nd Div, #248. 
February l?, 1919, 

A jew&b@r in the area states that nearly all the g0ld was taken 
up by the government in 1916 80 that practically none of the je*uebrJt dd 
to the American soldiers for souvenirs is of gold. He further states 
that an immense profit is bbi;ng xmdo on thsrre souvur,i~~ ~orn~t;i~e~ a8 
much as 500%. 

Extract from Summary of xntellige2%e 

# 91. . 3rd Army Corps., 
Feb. lSth, 1919. 

Interrogation bf Herr Stenzel, 
of BROHL; . 

Stenzel runs a notion store in Brohl, where among other things 
candy and pookies are sold to Americans soldiers. He bought them "ofi 
the s&de" at prices very much above that which is USUE& He can affW 
to pay these prices and yet make a profit'becuase the American soldiers 
wiil pay the price that he must ask, while the civil populati0n would 
r&W: * That the sell&g of flour and sugar products to Americans is wrong 
he admits, for it tends ta further reduce a food supp?~ which at best 
will hardly last throught the next month; but he says that he must.d0 
something to &ake a living and theAmericans occupation affords him the 
arsyortunity* 

42nd Div. Sum F of Int l @34* 
Jan. 30th, 31st, 1919, 

Interrogation, L of Anton Liersoh, 
Postal Agent at DERNA& 

“bhb A&&MS are very well liked as their behavior has been godd 
and fGhey h&e in ~0 war disturbed the &vi1 population. The people- * 
Bre &abl&6$~urd.e+st$ndi @y tit timtss the'$mericah soldfelr pays such ';' * 
prices fbr’ articles; d%,cpii paying motie &an is asked. , There has been ‘. 
no increase in prices d@ing the oocupancy of th6 sold&ers. 

. 

42nd Div. ~UIIIJ 6f Int . #I89 e 
Deceimber 1.647, 1918. . ’ 

From Daily Resume; 3rd U.S.Armyi 
May 3, 1919. 
Extract from a letter froxn Frau Gerhard de Burh, Coblenz, 
As long as the Nmericans are here we will also remain, Gsrhard 

feels himself at home under them. He'is making money fast. He ,already 
has 11,000 M. and the motor boat clear. We are getting rich. 



Trde has be~om SO active in ~our:nc.hr that mzny stores ion;; 
vacant have bscn taken by 
the American custom. 

,r;sople from other town6 :md opened to c:.tch 
Tbcro is no groi?lt change in price. 

SUE? l of Int. #269. 
42nd. Div. xwch 6, 1939. 

TrWlslatj, r,n ?f’ 13. letter from Dr. Schmidt, (dentist) ?f C-blent. 

An enorpaous business era is reigning ht:;re at prc~cn?;, A febulous 
"OocunatiOn Industryql has sr>rung up, It is lau;hablc tii PX :3ven the 
smc&ost of shops endeavouring to meet the demands Ff t)ji, ~~;".ricana, 
The former military industry cannot compare, Eversn:Tt!Crtj tbore are 
notices that English is syokon, Beautiful thin&s :z.d art work c;re 
on exhibition. It is indtied a gigantic 
rapidly increasing . 

souvenir industry IThi& is 
~hc principle of it may z..'c;!YL!~ to the American idea 

Qf progressiveFess but is not a Saran-toe for the fut::re, ~Jb.md.~y d.1 

tl?ing6 are autrsgeously expensive but they cure bou+t up oxtravagently 
Since the &:.!ericnn dallsr is now t?rorth from 10 t/l 12 ~:rks, if do66 
nQt seem 60 high in their ostixration. . . 

Daily R~zsume, 3rd Army, 
!!&LV btJ? ) 1919 . s 

Interrogation of FritJ: UXman, 
of Cologne. 

Ulman is a traveling Salesman f0r.a cutlery ax? ~ilvwwa&6 firm of . 

CXOGNF, . He is 33 years old and a &olfege Graduate. He aerveh in *he 
tn;ar frQm start to finish in the 32nd Inf, He states that he is 6ellin~ 
large orders not only for the American sbidier trade but ala0 in place8 
TPhere there akc no soldiers. There seems to be plenty of money every- 
vrhere end people are snendins frmly. Ae to the soldier trade, he s-y6 
that they have lots of money and buy foolishly, Articles thut just bo- 
fore Our Otcupa~ion were 30ld to the people and theGerman soldiers for 
25. fQ 30 marks are now bought by the dhericans for from 80 to 100 marks, 
He showed the interviewer c watch which across the Rhine, sells fQr 16 
marka, and mhich casts the retailer 12 marks, This same watch sell8 
here in occupied territory iron 70 to 75 M, and costs the retailer 
50 marke. SO the high prices are not altogether the fault Of the lOW-1 
dealer a6 the ?ise is Fut on by the wholesaler or maker. Fe CL160 

stated that a great many articles are being wde expressly for thehleri- 
cun souvenir hunters and that in almost all cases these are mad6 Qf cheap 

imitation material. He sr:id that knives th;..t bear the stamp of a firm 
that is known for its excellent qualify, or once was, are naw mz&~ cf 
inferior material. End sold for high prices. 

Sum. of Int, .#267. 
42nd Div., kueh 4, 1919. 

The American Discipline is excellent, but the thirst for souvenirs 
appears to be graving. A weok ego the Post Coxrmandant of Trek6 M.~~~~d. 
the town p01ice to resume iveariqi; thier spii:;d ?ielnets aa.cf overly. 
Since this has keen done daily comy>lc_ints >*ave hen reaiv~d of soldiers 
assaulting policenen:to get their helmets. This h~_s beora ct)-?l.led to 
the attention of the Popt Commandant. 

_ ____ .-_______ 



THE fROM CROSS BUSINESS, 

Interrogation of Fianale Fappen, 
of NEUENAHR. 

Frau Farpen is the owner of a novelty shop in Neuenahr. 
been in the novelty business for yoras, 

Having 
she gives some interesting fact8 

concerning her :-business. She cannot understand the general desire 
ef the American soldier foe the “Gotf mit una” belt buckles and the Ger# 
man Iron Crosses, as these seem to be the only souvenirs they care to 
buy. She states that she alone has sold more Don Crosses to American 
soldiers than the Kaiser ever awarded to his subjects. Anether strange 
thing in her liae of business is the fact that it was absolutely impos$ble 
to buy leather pocketbooks or waist belts until the Americans came tc 
this area, NOW she CQII buy any amount of leather waist belts she desires, 

. 
Summary of Intelligence, #260. 

42nd Div. Feb. 25th, 1919. 

The feeling against the sale of Xron Crosses to Americans has grown 
80 strong that some stores which formerly sold large numbers Of them, 
n@wqnot only have ceased to sell the Iron Crosses themselves, but decl.ine 
to sell articles decora+,ed with an Xroh CM58 design, 

Intercourse between, our soldiers and the German efvilians continues 
normal and without frici.tivn. The Germans still make a point of deal- 
ing fairly and Uzy to retain out goad will by courtesy and unchanged prices. ’ 

Sum of fnt. Af260. 
Feb. 25the 1919; 

‘I’&3 GEZMAN )IOTEL KEfiPE&S EXPECT AWR ICAN TOURISTS, 

The hotel keepers in the FU!%NE~APJII expect that after peace is made 
a great rush of tourists will come to the continent. They hope Chat 
Americans will bring their families to see their former s-&ions and are 
planning to receive them. They therefore urge courtesy to our troops. 

ThM&my, t’,S, Sum. of Int, #lO6. 

, mrch 2nd, 1919. 

There were quite a few cards, written to the parents, sisters and 
bbathers of A.E.F. soldiers who were formerly billeted with, or became 
acquainted with the writera. 

Daily Resume 3rd Army 41 
April 12, 1919. 

’ ARE .AMEXICANS STRICT’ 

. . 
ib hwm, wk+ advises her brother Max Rose of Keoln that it is 

now d&nge,. ow to carry on illicit trading in food-stuffs. She has heard 
of people being arrested that had only one pound of flour they could not 
account for. She justifies secret buying in’as much as she claims that 
people cannot live on the food rations allowed by the government l ‘The 
Americans carry out their oPders very strictly, but instead would it not 
be better, if they tur’n their attention *wards the “Junker crowd” respon- 
sible for the conditions ? She concludes that now, as she has heard 
th2.t the sending of food stuffs throughthe mails would be forbidden, she 
would not dare to make use of this means, an account of the dangers of 
disc every and puni shment , . 

American Postql Censorkhip, -- -_.___ I - _-m-m ___h 



AMERICAN PROVOST COURTS ARE UNPOPULAR. 
-_I__ 

The merican provost courts are not especially popular with the 
inhabitants. There is a variety of comment on the informal, and un- 
ceremonious fashion in which they mete out justice, Only occasionally 
is there complaint of injustice.- 
whcrc it is alleged, 

One such complaint comes froti 
a man was fined 500 marks and confined nine 

PrUl 
days, 
people merely because he, refused to give tip a bed. It is safd;that the 

in Prum wore highly incensed and indignant over the prqcaedings, 

American Postal Censorship. 
April 2nd 1919. 

COVPLAINTS FhOr! OCCUPIED ZONES. 
I arrived recently in that part of the Rhineland occupied by 

Americans. The designation of "Armed gentlemen" fits the Americans 
best, for they respect the rights of the citizens as fati as the orders 
of Ma*shal Foch pemit, 
slight offenses. 

won though they do not’;Pdl ta punish +eky 
However, the inhabitantb in theAmerican Occupied 

Zone do not live in a paradise6 *or when the keader learns that a 
shif? captain who sailed )lis ship a few minutes later than allowed by the 
regulations, 
punished, 

in order to reach a certain landing place by night, was 
not with a fine, but with imprisonment, a part of illusions 

about American occupation vanishes. However, the Americans have the 
reputation of being least severe and of interfereing least with the 
freedom of the press. 

Press hevietv, Third U.S.Army, 
Trier, Apr. 17, 1919. 

The citizens of Eich who were fined for having a dirty yard and premises 
claim that their trial was unfair, and that the fines were too heavy. 
One of them says that American soldiers were partly responsible for the 
condition of his yard. The people fn thQs toPPn say that the German 
officials have already levied he&y taxes and requisitions on their 
produce, and that the additional fines levied by ‘our courts are too 
great a burden. 

Headquarters Third U,S; Army, 
Trier, Hpr, 17, 1919. 

_____ - - ~__ --.___--- - 



THE GERMANS ADMIRE OUR FXRM POLfCY 

The infliction of several sentences of hard labor upon Germans who 

broke our regulations, is very well received. people feel that they 
are protected against disorder by our presence md the visible evidence 
of the exercise of our authority makes a distia’ctly favorable impressionm 
InPPactions of our rules are few and their prompt punishment after fair 
trial makes easier the task both of our bwn and the German mdAmifies~ 

Sum. of Int, 42nd Div. #262. 
February 27, 1919 8 

. 

Feeling toward Americans is friendly and respectful. The numerous 
arrests and oonvic%ions of civilians for infractions of our rules have 
added greatly to our standing and it is reported from all parts of otir . 
ama that no sympathy is expressed for those convicted. The consensus 
d opinion seems to be that it served them right for not behaving them* 
selves. 

42nd Div. Sum. of Int. #28!L 
March 22-23, 1919. 

Interrogation of Pietro D%ris, 
of Mayschass. 

A few American prisoners were brought here in June 2918 and were 
_. not mistreated. The Americ&ris wefe the bhief complainers irJhen the 

food was bad which was always; The Amerfcans o ccasionally received 
packages containing hard tack and other luxuries but thefr packages 
were usually rifled I 

After the entrance of the Americans several Italians desired to 
rebarn to Italy and France and demanded their pay from the German 
contractok. This was refused. 
“Three 

They appealed to the Americans. 
“doughboys” with fixed bayonet6 accompanied the Italians and 

prompt payment was made. me’ states that miners are now being treated 
well and receive thirteen maH$s s day. 

, 42nd Div, Sum. of Ibt. #207. 
Jan. 3-4, 1919. 

There have been a few attemnts at the illegal sale of spirits to 
American soldiers and when the bootleggers received sentences of hard 
labor, comment by the local civilians was entirely favorable. The area 
is predominantly law-abiding and the visible enforcement of the law is 
highly s8tisfactory to the Germane w 

426 Div.Sum* bf 3rd * #269 l 
March 6, 1919 6 

In general satisfaction is felt with the attitude of American troops 
Of occupation, They are frequently said to be very strict in enforcing 
their regulations ; this strictness Ps criticised by a few, but genorra~ly 
admired, M are said to be stricter than German troops ever were@ 
Coblenz is said to be in perfect order and quiet, thanks to the presence 
there Of U.S. troops. 

. 
Third U.S. Army, Trier, Feb. 24,lgl9; 

Weekly report for week ending 
February 24th) 1919 l . . , 

?‘he inhabitants of adjoining towns approve the arrest and trial oftie 
Surgomaster of Ahrweiler and say that if he is guilty of hating violated 
the Armistice he should undoub+ sdly be punished. Although a man of much 
&&riding in the community, his arrest does not seem to have caused resent- 
ment. 

42d Div. Sum. of Int # jc282. 
March 19-20, 1919. 

~- _ ._ _ 



-320 

THE INH.AHTAE?TS CC-OPERATE IN ENFORCING Ozt& I&WS. 

' @x-mans writs many .Petteri to our authorities directing attention 
to violations of our rules. At first these were mainly anonymous and 
sprang from motives of spite, NOW a certain number of them appear to be 
written in food faith to assist us $n keeping order and enfor&& regula- 
ti ons . 

42d Div. Sum. of Int a #272+ 
March 9 ,1929b 

There is atill comp&tkint from the Germans of our aloofness in per- 
sonal dealings with them, Their efforts toward friendliness seem to 
be dictated by genuine good will and the general desire to cooperate 
with us becomes increasingly marked. When Germans were first tried -and 
convicted by our Provost Courts there was interest but no resent;msnt. 
Anonymous letters were sent to us informsng on other Germans for infne 
tions of rules. Presently signed letters began to come in and now the 
Germans appear in person and call our attention to violations of the 

regulati on8 . There seems to be general appsnciation of the fairness 
Of our trials and the Germans realize that they are tried on the facts 
of the case and not on peejudice or enmity b 

42d Div. S6rn. ‘of Int. 1273, 
March lOth, 1919. 

THE OCCUPATIO&_A SAF'EQJJAFQ AGAINST,BOtSHEVISM. 

Three letf ers from TrieP today %h&nked God that the Americans 
are here”, since V8wiAhout them, &aw and order would be disregarded aa 
in uno ocupied Germany*% I 

Ameriban Postal Cbnsorship, 
Beb, 12; 191% 

Serraon delivered at 

CtR,tiASCHEIDo 

The priest urged all the people to treat the American soldiers 
cordially and show them all the hospitality possible. We went on 
to say that theAmericans uere here to protect and not destroy as the 
Germans had done in Belgium and France, 

32nd. Div. Sum. of Int. #42. 
Dec. 30th, 1918. 

The feeling of theGermans toward aricans in this area is one 
of gratitude and friendliness, It is now ,abvious to all that our 

presence has saved the district from all. the 113s which have caused such 
distress in other parts of Germany. Cur administration is considered 
reasonable an9 just and the conduct of our fi;Bn is exemplary. 

42nd. Div. Sum of Int. #282. 
March 19.20, 1919. 

Translation of l.etter from Coblenz to Essen. 

We have thought considerablyabout your condition f%W$ We are 
protected from the unrest as long as the Occupation troops remain. 

Daily Resume, 3rd U.S. Army. 
March 24th) 1919 l 
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Zt is the general opinion that if the Americans were not her8 that 
there would be a revolution here the same as in the interior of Germany, 
E e Schlitz, a jeweler of Daun, and Dr.‘Lenin, .of Gorolstein, went so far 

. as fo say that they would love to see the Rhineland come under American 
rule, 

Sum* of Int . #104, 90th Div. 
March 13th ,1919. 

Frau Dickhoven, wife of the government Agent for railroads I or this 
district stated that before theAmericans came she had plenty of room in 
her house to receive visitors, etc,, but now we take all 'the room; when 
abketf+f she were sorry that the Ame&oarrs were here she replied “#0, the 
%ericans are alright,.and 
the Sparticists wotild come 

that it is bsbt that they are here, otherwise 
in and cause a reloolution. 

Today, America , am&g the %.lied powers comes up for the greatest 
s@are of praise. Faith in AmePican ideals and their poqe& to bidge the 
crisis are enunciated, From Junkerath emenates glowing praise of the 
Amer%&n troops because they have assured the safety of life akr;i property 
and suppressed the unruly elsmentsr A letter from ,Ludwigshafen, signed 
by the “German Democrats f ot the occupied area" con-bind dn appeal to 
Americans for aid l The aid sought for is to kid that territory of’ 
French troops and repel any attompta of theGerman militarist8 to W&EM 
their heads. 

Sum. of Int. #104, 90th Div. 
larch 13th, 1919. 

Third U.S. Army, Postal G8nSOrShip. 
March 318t, 1919. 

Letter from Lutzrath to Hamburg. - Most of the -unify have Ameri- 
can Soldier8 billeted with them. We have a @jar, who is commander here. 
fIe is in eve&y.way a gentleman and more like a guest. NO one is COm- 
plaining and all are gl.ad to ha w theberieans here. We have protection 
and can carry on our business unmole&d, whereas the Spartici&s are 
keeping other places in constant agitation. 

Daily Re sum0 , 3rd U.S. Army, 
March llth, 1919. 

THE PEACXFUL RHINELAND VS. SPARTICIST GERMANY l 

. Interrogation of De. Willy Wolff, 
.of NEUENAHR, 

Wolff, who has been interrogated before, is one of the leading 
phy8iCianS of Neuenahr. He has just returned f ram a business tour oi 
the interior of Gerraany, hadng visited several large' cities. He state8 
that $he people of, occupied territory and especially those in theAmerican 
area do net realize how fartunate they are. In traveling on trains in 
the interior one-never know8 what is going to happen. Many bridges have 
been blown up and other damage done to government properly, causing 
great delay in. tra#spo&ta%ion. General disorder prevails not onlyi in 
the large places but even in the small fannms. Few af the’ forme& sol+ 
diers are working and they con&inue to draw a emall sum each day fcom thB 
government until they can find employment , many makSng no effort to do So. 
Thieving is frequent, food is hard to get, many of the rich people who 

s hcrive always had sufficient food n0w complain of the shortage due to the 
t.k.eiving that tkaes place in the transport 0s SupplieS. 

Sum. of Int. #272, 42~~6 Div. 
March lOth, 1919. 



, 

Morale lin Kreis AhrnTeiler is develbping some maiPked pecul&arities. 
As troubles spread in unoccupied Germany, the safety, quiet and compara- 
tive prospertiy of the occupied area appears in creasingly valuable to , 
the inhabitants . The poorer classes are very well content and do not 
bother about anything which does not touch them directly. The better 
educated and more prosperous people are deeply worried by the approach 
of anarchy and have grave fears for the future of their country in addi- 
tion which must be enacted to Lpay war indemnities. Perhaps the most 
st.riking &ature of the situation is the fact that a considerable number 
of Germans have stated their desire to enlist in our army if any further 

. fighting takes placce. 

Sum of Int. #2?2, 42d Div. 
March 9th, 1919. 

THANKFUL FOR THE PRESE~~CE OF AYERICANS, 

TranslatiM of a letter from Coblenz to Wurzburg, 4/14/19.’ 

“1 want t 0 c ongrhtulate you:*f or not having accepted the Soviet 
government. We followed with great interest the proceeding in Bavaria, 
I would not have thoughtthat the conservative Bavarians could be SO 
forward in overthrc%ixg their government. . As ‘sac5 as it was, .it must 
have been a real picnic. Let us hope everything will be regulated again 
before long. Bolshevism is slowly spreading all over the world. 1 spoke 
to a Frenchman a few day6 ago, who stated that the working men in France 
demand 25 francs per day, 1 am glad and thankful we are having American 
troops occupying ‘Our t oV!n, otherwise we would have the same trouble as 
many of the larger cities and industrial districts, 

Daily Resume, 3d. U.S. Army. 

Extract from a letter Ercm Coblenz to Tilsit, 4/14/19. 

It is a good thing we have theAmericans occupying our town, other- 

wise we would have the troub&e here too with the SpatiBcists, as it io 
in other cities like Dusseldorf. 

Daily Resume, 3rd. U.S. Army, 

Referring to the Dusseldorf disturbaxes a woman write s ftm 
Coblenz :- “Thank God we are spared that as yet, probably through 
American Occupation, and we must gladly take the billeting as par% 
of the bargain. 

Daily Resume , 3d. B.S. Amy. 

Gratitude for the protection from Snartacism rendered by the occupy- 
ing troops, was not;& in almost every letter originating in the occupied 
area, From Liesen on the MoseI., one writer reports that the people had 
been robbed of many of their privileges lately, but still are thankful 
that order prevails. 

Postal Censorbhip, March 6th, 1919. 
Third U.S. Army. 



Complaints of treatmeat by the Americans continue plefitifUL c)n 

the other hand, one letter today from unoccupied Germany says! ‘@Y Qu 
are at least, much better off under the Americans than under the 8paticists”. 
And m*thcrr! , from Schlssien, contains the unusual passage : Vrom your 
letter I’ see that you feel quite well under American supervision, bne 
leaves everywhere only the best about the presence of the Americans, The 
odium under w!lose burden we have to go about does not touch those people - 
the odium of having to live outside the occupied area? 

. Daily Resume, 3d. U.S. iirmy, 
\ 

February 26th, 1919. 

Formerly one could live a peace’ful and frtitful life here, but now, 
u#der the stupendous occupatioh, things are of a different character. 
It is not unlike a swarming ant hi’ll, Genuine Americanism. wll of the 
signs within and without the stores, resturants and cafes are in English. 
There are no more German policemen" nor soldiers. Everything is under 
the American flag. The Rhine steamers are only used by them and sail 
under the same colors. That flag vraves proudly over the fortress Of 
Ehrenbreitstein and over ever;: magnificent building. One lives’ in 
Germany but under foreign rule, and needs time to adjust oneself. * But 
ohe iS s&tisfied if one can live under good, orderly conditions and 
we have that under full wving:, NO strikes nor disturbances, and above 
all good food. 

3d M. S. Army Daily Resume, 

May 7th, 1919. 

- ___ - 
_ __-- 

-- 



SOME ADVEFtSE CRITICISM 
. ; 

The young girls compisgn ttf the requisitioning of all public 
buildimgs by the &mricans ther%by &king any sort of recreation 
impossible for then. They begrudge our monopoly of the dance. 
Some inhabitants complain of being overcrotied with billeted men 
and of a die-rroportionats assignment of billets, A Minister writes: 
"We quarter about tw hundred men, almost a garrison. The schools 
are occupied so that the children have one long vacation,tf 

Weekly Resume, L 36 U, S. ~ITI~, Feb. 3, 191% 

There is a grating resentment toward, the billeting ef troops. 
The inhabitants resent the taking otrer by the Americana of nearly all 
the places of amusement, 

Complaints, coming esnecially from the smaller twms, accuse 
the Americans of immorality. an6 dz%inkedfiess. 

Vfeeklg Resume, 3d IL S, Army Feb. 3, 1929. 

. 
fn general satisfaction tith conditions incident to Amerfcan 

dccupation was wiced today, One man from Trier, however, says 
that the American troops are causing starvation and tr0ubS.e in wier. 

rStaeri,can Postal Censoighip, Feb. 10, i9igi 

Interrogation of Karl Kovsbn of Niadbrbreisig! 

He has nienty to eat and asks why he should varry about others. 
I-!e does not like the &nsicans, but says he will do as he is directed, 
not-because he likes to, but because he is forced to. 

42d Div. Summary of Intelligence #252, 
Feb, 17, 1919, 

Hubert Gemerich, Trier, makes a bold statement in speaking of 
the influenza epidemic; he says,' ‘The Americans bring the disease 
since it is one that was unknawn in the past? 

American Postal Censorship, Fob, 11, 1919. 

Letter porn Qllter Strasburger of Neuwied: 
. 

"Neutied is occupied by the hericans. The women "Sell themselves" 
for a piece of chocolate. For them we fought four and a half years!" 

American Postal Ueneorshi& Feb. 3, 1919. 
. . 

A young woman, who lives in Neutied and teaches school in Glad- 
bath says that she does not and never wtid like the Americans 
because Preieldent Wilson, had said that he wuld furnishe food 
for Germany and has not done so, 

32d Div. Summary of Intelligence Jan. 2, 
1919. 



The American troops are being more severly criticised daily. 
A letter from Hans Rbhrl, Neu:vied, to Paul Rbhrl , Berlin, Feb. 16. con- 
tains the following passage ; Since day before yesterday there has 
b&n a crisis here too, among our v!orkers; they all wati to stfrike. But 
that is only because of the terribly high food prices, for the Americans 
eat up (Fressen) our litt,le bit and pay outrageous prices. 
is no ITore butter to be had; 

So there 
The Americans pay 30 matks per Pound and 

in the mne my they like potatoes. 
to the one vho pays the most. 

The farmer is a shark and gives 
1-t ‘a not very pleasant now, a girl dare 

not let herself be seen after dark, and even peaceful citizens are struck 
and abused. ff one protects hirlself there’s a fine of not les8 than 
a 1,000 Mark. The roads are all runrdown from the army autos, and people 
are being killed every day by crazy chauffeurs. Electricity plant 8 are 
over burdened and the inhabitants get a feeble current so that the Herr 
Americans may burn 3 lamps in every latrine, 
here with the much Draised American Occupation. 

This is the way things are 
If one smokes an Ameri- 

can cigarette, one goes to the pen or pays a 2,000 M. fine. A$$ in the 
name of Foch, Poor Germany how low you have sunk. The saddest is that 
all women folk run after them for the sake af candy. 

From American ThMd Army, 
Daily Resume, Feb. 18, I.919 v 

Cne very noticeable fact remains during the weeks and months: 
Almost without exception the commenting is beiirg done by the womenr 
The men as a rule are very conservative and tion-commital, an attitude 
no doubt throughly ingrained by years of contact with official and 
military Prussiahisa, 

Weekly Resume, 3d Army, 
Yay 4, 1919. 

Letter from Mia Clausen, 
January 26, 1919. 

Our Americans, are very good. But th.e officers and Generals are 
boasting scoundrels. First they searched our house to see if we had 
any weapons but they found none. Now they corn?? again t 0 search for 
soldiers articles. There isn’t a space the size of a persons harid 
which they do not look into. At the time f was in Salmrohr they were 
searching the places. I was alone with Gerda. Hans and his wife were 
at Trier. The house was all upset when they finished searching. The 
things were thrown out of the cupboard. They looked into every corner l 

Each one has a searchlight. I am frightened to think of the mixup 
when they come to this town. In our house lrJ men and 2 officers are 
quartered . They slam the doors so hard that the whole building shakes. 
Enough of that subject. 

Translation of a lettar from aFrau Lemka, 
of Wollstein, Rheinhessen, 

I want you to forbid Herman wing such bold and isolent terms in 
speaking about (the Americans. Let fiim be mere d6cent and by all means 
66 not accept any chocolate. Not the least bit, and if you have a 
eervmt girl. warn her also. The:J can make things warm for YOU if tk&$ 
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want to, and above all do not say that you are right, We do not touch 
their pockets nor anything. 
Do be very careful. 

We have very neat and genteel soldiers. 
Here Katchen Schroder was thrown into jail from 

Monday to Tuesday because she told a soldier to urrrrrr-r-, Anether 
girl was unceremoniously spanked in broad daylight, and she is 23 yews 
old too. And what can one do ? However, it serves them right. Why 
dm’t they leave the soldier6 alone ? Stores were also closed because 
the owners were unfriendly and impudent. I am writing you all of this 
that it may be a warning to you. Anna is painting Bautiful roses 
upan white velvet which she intends to make into sofa pillows to send to 
you. You are to sell them to the Americans for a high price ‘because 
they are good buyers and send many Esrticles to their *rich relatives in 
America, 

Daily Resume, 3rd Army, 
May 4th, 1919. 

Extract from a letter from P. Statier, 
of GRENZHAUSEN. 

Am glad you are not at home, for we have serious conditions hem* 
One of the boys was shot last night and tvq others were stabbed* It is 
unsafe to cross the street at night. Am not going to take aay chances 
either. Many of our young girls have gone wrong since the A-*-- are 
hc&;$t is almost hard to believe of eojlle of them, Martha Strodter is 
engaged to an A----. Isn’t she crazy ? 

Translation of a letter foom Else Kluth, 
of NEWENAHR, VILLA HEDWIG, 

We once more have a bustle of life in our house. The Orchestra, which 
ha6 been here for 14 days, leaves today. We have had 36 men and 45 are 
coming . Half of Neuenahr has been converted into an American pleasure 
resort. One has to admit that these people know ho*to amuse themselves. 
At present every house has its billeting. A surprising number of nurses 
are here. I am curious to know whether peace will come soon. Just now 
‘our Americans went zway in two autos, The noise in the house was the only 
objection, otherwise one actually develops a regard for them. Among these 
were several straight and exceptionally tiptop men. As they, a moment 
ago, stood in their auto and waved us a merry farewell, we forgot that 
they are really our enemies. The little Lieutenant, who led the Orchestra 
was indeed a musical genius, and a charming good fellow, So plain and 
near and merry and not a bit forward. ---- You see Irma, when these men 
first came here we all thought that we would be as cold as the muzzle 0 f 
a dog etc. Today all that has been forgotten, and only those few who 
have had no men in billet still think so. You can rest assured that you 
would have had the same experience as I, English of course goes here 
like water. Practice makes perfect. Recently we had three men of 
ftalian origin. The smallest, only 19 years of age ha6 been in America 
7 years, and tells me I speak the languag,e better than he, A Lieutenant, 
who marvels over my expression told me ; l’ff you, with your pronounciation , 
would go to America, you would have the best chances! 

Daily Resume 3d Army, 
May 2, 1919.. 

. 

Extract of a letter from Frau Le.‘Spics, 
of COLOGNE. 

Our business is coed inspite of these uncertain times. The British 

Occupation Troops are a good asset since the gentlemanly officers always 
carry canes, Le in his visit to Wilhelm and Anna found conqitions differ- 
ent . Anna has considerable work and. dirt in taking care of the Americans. 

Daily Resume 3d Army, 
May 5, 1919. 

~- ____---- 
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As an illustration of the affection with which a few Of the p8ople 
Still re&ard Ex-Kaiser Wilhelm the wife of the pastor at Atwied (200) 
has Forbidden her maid servant to clean th8 room or change the linen on 
the bed in a room Occup$8d by ali am&can officet'. This change of 
attitude on the part of the hOUS8Wif8 is believed to be due t0 the fad 
that ishe found some American magazines in the room containing CarfoonS 
of the Rx-Kaiser, 

Sum. of Int. #232, 2nd D&v, U.S.Army, 
March 9, 1919, 



SOW3 INDIGNANT SPI&WB& 

Hannah Raschsrck of Pfaffendorf writes fo Martha Dalheimr at 
&rseheid as f olltwifi :. 

We me still very busy fn spite at_ the llyury off hiah’ who have 
mkmned from our aiamp, The Americans b in fact ‘the e r&ire Allhd 
~U*bri~iefi have deprived ua ‘of a nuder of telephdrie an& telegraph 
fifat&Oas and also control ri good many &era, We Eden’ have nigh% 
serMee a#~ every eight days, f have escaped so far, and that is f0tr 
tunate *@a 'since it ‘is lsagsrrus to be out after dike otc~ock ifi, ~ 
tha ereabg, 2 genetally take a fitreet~car, Zn fact the in8ee+i~jf’lt 
ha8 beaoma se great that the authorities have placed ndlitary poMce 
at sut disposal to eseatf us home, Each girl is given a stamped 
pass with fhe poliCequa”s aimber upon i+. We have gene iar $n our ’ 
belWsd Yatetlaqd! However, X prbbest against such prateotf~! Wheti 
we are’ *pee agaia and can *Ate without sensor restrictions Ii will ‘tell 
you more about this, You ought to thank God that Motsheid is unoccu- 
P-L We have had an American sald$er in quarters since the 14 *f 
DecenBer. I had to clear out of my spinster apartment to bci~mp&ih ' 
fhia . Sorrowful, was it net? Luek$lf an early peaoe will br$ng Y@ 
more I?aedom, Fat 15 years *ha mineland is fo be accupi6d! A pleas- 
ant perrfipectiv 8 in&m!! 

(I"hilrd A rmy Resume ilri;d- April 1919) 

Letter f’rsm Lani Sshtl'~ter,'Cob~ene~kr~~tel: 
Ws have the Frencfi,. &glish, Negroes arid what tiot qusrterad hme, 

hdany orders a& beirig enf orqed, but we can endure it al3 I suppose. 
TlPheh a pehon really‘ thinks about it all, it makes ones heart ache, 
to. $e doirr these stranj$rs act. 

fir p@d 
All of the beautiful buildingsand 

y *es*aurants they reserve for themselves. Our schools is also 
soe;u~ied. Yesterday we had to clear out the last ioom in the bukId%ng, 
Whi6h W&t8 used”fOr Our library, Al1 boaks were placed in a furnifure 
tigin and today *we ‘took them to another building, We had to ptid tbam 
6p sR the thiti I]; oaf. What a tedious job. And we we’re conpelled 
ro do it because the Amiriqins'wanted ft doie, ----tip @mm . 
g$p+& go h~ounl with the Americans, I simply can’ t und erstand fib, 
Xf any American talks to me I am prepared to give him an euasw6rr 

. (American Pestal ‘ensorship) 

Letter from Gertrude BisfiBsldt --’ C obhnr: 
A&kh@? nice dtiitions in Germrry! St is to be fervently haped 

things will ‘- soon ctige . You write of charming affairs, and they would 
be weYe the)l not otherwise. ’ Those girls evidently consumer it useless 
$0 dream db;tiut the future when the baqufiful is so near. Let them 
alone. Regrets will. come when it is too late. They aIene will be 
respoiisible for their misery, T was at Braubach today and flraf is 
a ~sry daring deed in these t&-s. I tell you that the giilfi are to 
blem, kt 01~ must not f osget tiat the gentletiy enemy are a ddsibsdly 
f otwaad pe 0pZe. Fresh hey@ bounds, 1 saw enough today, Howsver, 
*here is 8 reward, and revsnge is sweet. your Germra thinic$ng Gertrude. 



Baadatf : -- A 11 is well here, but Americans insist on having our beds, 
*. ’ . . . I 

. . . . 
(3d Army resume, M arch 9, 1919) 

. . . . . . I 
. . 

Ia a Utter from mrenb;taitste$q there occur the following 
rerrarke: 

. . 

The writer ’ aaya in bne pl&c# that the' Americans ate hiking their 
elm way now, “but ‘*he laugh$ tidl$ wha laughs last,** He giowa sarcastic 
ovei an’ alXegea Ainerican' owl&r in vallendar to the effect that “all 
-10 periOns fro’& 32 - 60 years e1d narst give UP ‘their beds’fb the 
troop6 of’ octupation, Children under 12 years certainly never had 
auy alaim ‘to a- bed, We are suppot3ed tb sleep on the floor? This 
te a rather. strong’ etiample of the idling that is %eing expressed in 
an increasingly large number of iMk3rs. . . . > 

(Daily resum ) 3d Army, Feb, 24,1919) 

. 

A. Oekenlrols of Rem&en bites tlri Herman Harder of Holstein: 
At present we are permitted t0 travel anywhere i’n the Occupied 

tone. HUw0ver, the unoccupied section iS still barred, Iradeed ’ 
condftioaa mst change, It will be imp0ssPble 30 have them continue 
to prevail, The rzhmner in which the girls and the women assoaiat 8 . 
with this fork is a shame, They h&We taken beds, mirrors, ahairs and 
tab!es out of the rot&, They fak0 po#8eeBion ef the best always. 
New troop8 ere here now, The f ormsr were bertainly well behaving. 
Everybody is complaining that they bre a bad deceitful people. If 
they had eeen our rooms our beds waui$ surely have gdfie bef ace fhie, 
fit nights they laid the children on thie floor a& took the bed8 and 
we mst bear ,it aU ,without a woPdb O%viliana are not arpast era of 
anything anynior e, 2t is certainiy Bad, Things msf change 8oOnr ’ 
If we only had pekebo~ then they @Ft()uld have nothing qre to say, . . 

@hita tl, S,Army repbrt 8 May, 1919) 

Tlwciat,$on 

&8@G. TIRED. OF AMERICA&! AND THEIR CHOCOLATE 

of hWa!w from NAederbreisig to GondoTf : . 
What’ are your Ameritans doing? Do you get ais much ‘chocolate as I 

da? ‘Jt amtired of the‘stuff and &l&r, bf The entire pack, althou& 1 
Uve had many kery very pl qasant haurs with them. The Americ&’ 
aannot grasp that be have so mush work to do. Those lazy peofile. 
Things are better for fhem itr AmPica than for us here. I may yet 
go with them. Then you would indeed mk~ eyetir. 

?he feeI& toward the Allied troops is st3.X CI sort of segis- 
nation Ito the itivitable. Tha ir c ondltc$ iu 1~. motet cases spoken of 

. as highly tommendable, although the WWI that ‘;he:J were gone is always 
in widemae. One letter ref’ers to two G@ish sddiers in billet) ‘and 
expresses regret at their dopax*fure because they rnay’be re’pliic’ed by m 
impassible ones. Also tha Amricans are much more chslrd bcsuaa they 
spsnd their money freely. 



BAITING THE CENSOR . 

Translation of a letter from Hate Koetter, Neuwied : 
. . . . . . 

Z am certainly mourning, but it is for our old glorious’ brmany, 
and hot for fhsse damned Socialists who are to blame for everything, 
1 wish thbm the worst that can befall them. I hate this gang even 
worse than I do these t~gen’tlemxY’ from America, Indeed I cannot’ * 
undhdxmd how they imagine themselves to be “gentlemen” , However, 

if ,One questions’ this, one eff ers them the greatest of insults, 
And these people want to bring Kulture to us barbarians 1’ If tiketi m 
l&a&, They are so many kilometers beneath us in refex%nce tb thia 
kyXfur that it should be impossible for them even to try to’ddmpate 
%heiaseIveB with u8, They are like children and find’ their joy dtiy in 
ip&~*ing’ and e&ng which they do the whoBe liveleng day, Z haveSt 
fat& Citijl yet *with any conception of the beauty of a rt and nature, 
One heatis pnl$ mirsicchall tunes among them, Of course there are e’xcep 
tions ‘as’ ‘ib eSef)ithing else t but some. of these me’n are 88 far beneath, 
fhst , their or&gin from the ape can be plainly seen upon their Pates, 
How th6 B&WJI% %A11 tave itrhen they mad this letter, but ‘I am only 
writing tti truf;hr 
&ir5a #. 

They are the wildest when they are after th’e. I” 
Btit thank Ood that they cab at dnce rec0gnOz.e tk &.f’~e~~nb 

betweati a ~&3&n-t” and a %ommon girl”, f 
t;f&bVef, if is dangerotis td M green b#tin &e d&$& after dark, 

d ii &i&ii em&es are fmch ticwe ca&hkatfed akrd both& &e wbtner3 
as lit%16 as possible, The old people at horn are naturally %a& b&k&d 
W w theit daughters, being in the midst of the enemy, Wwll; I 
feel perfectly secure as far as I am conaerned with my cool and 
f orbiding count enance, 

SATISFI 5D ‘JWIH AMERICAN OCCUPATION . . 

A’lraelting was held by the Centrum party at’ the Hotel H’enerici in 
E&yen on January 2nd, 'and a ‘wornens t meeting by the same party in the 
same place on the next night, Satisfaction was ex$ressed with the 
American Occupation, and mention tide of the fact that neither the 
French or the mglish &lowed metings to be held, 

. . 

(Summary of ‘Ihtelligeace, 3d Div. Jan, 4, 
1919) . . 

]tette rs from X,tixembourg voice their pleasure in the daily im@rbv- 
ing cOi? dtionar, Sinoe the arrival of the Americans living is better 
and more secure, and no food cards are needed any more, 

/- (American Pbstal Censorship, Feb. II* 
1919) I 

_ 
I . The Germans are friendly in their demanoe and many now ask when 

the Division is ‘to be relieved, ft is widely rumored that the 42nd 
DivisLon is on the point dfi returning to America and the Germans . ,I 
are c?x&x.~s to know what troops will replace us, They say that our 
cond.;;ot and administration have been so considerate that they fear 
the advent of anyone else, 

(From Summary of Intelligence, 42d Div. 

7 Feb. 11, 1919) 
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Interrbgation of Allen Kustxmapi of NeLenahr, ox-noldier: 

He states that the signing of the artistiee ~e19eved many of the 
restrictions placed upon them dvricg 8tie W&L* end exyla-Esther! ths c%sbe 
that Aazerban trocps continue as acdrapsn%s cf *$his ai*aa since aIT. 
concerned were well. satisfied with the pres en% corMSions, 

(423 Div. Summnary of Int elligence #19’/, 
Decem*!3er 24, X91.6; 

F ram Third Army Weekly Apart, Feb, 19, 19198 

The attitude toward3 American troops is very sa%i3fac%cwo a few 
minor complaints only were found dw$.ng the week. The French LiWOpS 

me occasionally critiaized on personal scores, whib the British 
are never txentioned. Unoccupied Germany is gradfialiy beginning to 
feel that existence in occupied Germany is muoh better ,than 
where they are, and 303316 people express the wish to live in the 
occupied area, 

+ 

Dai.1~ letter, Trevea, hrarch 4, 1919: 

A ccording to the report of an officer ju3t returned from Berlin, 
the so-called "Arrbi~Arnerican Demonstrationtt in fron”J of the Ilotel 
Adlon in Berlin was not btzi,-American, either in the purpose for which 
it wa3 held or in its expretisionb Et was a meeting $0 welconE3 General 
Lettaw-Vorbeck, and the German soldiers returning from East Africa, 
The meeting was held in front of the Hotel Adion?, in the windows of 
which American Officers were standing and looking on, Cjne of the speak- 
ers voiced the demand for the ‘rehwn of the Germn prisoners of war 
and the crowd taking up the denand, shouted tlGive us back our pzis- 
onersqq, -9 to the American Officer3 in the hotel windows, The 
deloand was not made in a menacing or unfriendly m&nner, nor was it 
anti-American in character, The Americans are the least unpopular 
0f Germany% enemies in Berlin, 

Third U, S, Army, Postal Censorship, March 11, 1919: 

The Amrican Army of Occupation is we%), spokerr of in a number 0f 
. letters, One of these says : Vhey are people of great character, they 

maintain perfect order, but still we hdpe they will leave soon.” 
From Prum come8 an isolated complaint occasioned by the u3e of the 
school building3 there by Amrican droops: It is displeasing to the 
writer to see the children unable to go to school,. To counter-b&lance 
this, a writer from Bitburg speaks very highly of the Arrnrican troops, 

A long-well-written letter froan a school teacher in Niederprum 
t0 a Professor in Cologne, is lavish with prakse for the occupying 
troops. The honor and sense of fairness of the afficars and the frrea 
preachable conduct af the rrm is praised and admire& 

(American Postal ‘eneorship, A pril 9, 
1919) #5 



. 
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The Censo:i’ship shows severe criticism of Americans in the Eifel 
region for x*e@.si.tj.oning many articles for which they have no apparent 
noad, and by so doing depriving the inhabitants of necessary equipmnt 
and housing. From Saarbuq complaints come in of food conditions 
and it is f eit there that. only Amzricczn food will save the situation. 
The former frequent laudations of the American Occupatitin which passad 
through the censorship have given place more and more to fault finding. 
where we were formrly called ‘Vchivalrous’V we are now called “greedy” 
because’ we do ‘not share our food with the population, - and %piteful” 
because we punish the Germans severely for the mere possession of 
American goods or food. The efficiency of the Amrican Inferior Courts 
and xar re fzsal to hand out food promiscuously appear m.inly respon- 
sS5le for these complaints, which are not believed to represent any 
deep seated discontent or widesptiead dissatisfaction, 

(Items from Censorship report %ril 
15, 1919) 

Opinions do ncrt vary greatly from former weeks, The attitude of 
the people toward the Allied troops is still about evenly divided, 
SJm8 complain ope>??.y about their conduct while others praise in the 
same degree b Incidents of attack, suppression, and unjust court-trials 
are offset witin the mentioning of cases of sympathy and generosity, 
Ok pax-ty writes of publicly spanking a girl and adds that without 
pro-Jocation it wo&_d’ not h.gve occurred, Another mentions the burning of 
a high scho.11 and how the rench soldiers compelled the German pro- 
l&aria% to help extinquish the flames after the latter had 
refused because they did no-i; believe in superior schools for the rich, 

. (Weekly resume for week ending May 4, 
1919) 

The people of Trier, says a letter from Zowen, are emine’ntly 
satisfied with the American troops of occupation, because they are kind 
and friendly, which. is the contrary of what they had been led to expect. 
The papers durir?g the war had told them that the Americans were des- 
parados and thieves, 

(G-2 D IJay 11, 1919, %hird Army report) 

T&E RETURNED GERMAN PRISON333 PRAISE AMERICANS. \ 

M embrandum of information obtained by censor: 

Returning prisoners of war are preaching American gospel in their 
homes, A Libutrg sttident writes that he has talked with many of these 
and that they ‘nave nothing but praise for American treatment, The 
food, clothing and housing conditions while with the Americans were 
all of the best atid as a consequence they were in excellent spirit and 
physical cotidition on their r&urn, These under French control tell 
another story. They say that those who are still in France will be 
k8pt -quite a while because they are not in fit physical condition to 
be returned, They are described as being mere skeletons of their 
former aeLves. 

(36 Army, A pril 18, 1919) 

Prisoners of war under American juri$diction continue to send home 
glowing reports of good treatment. It is clearly deducible that they 
are more satisfied with their present condition, than they would be at 
home. 

(Postal Gensorship, A pr, 12, 1919) 

-- 



i?tiez!cars 1,:ough-t to become very popular if the news contained 
in lette 10s f?om German prisoners, is disseminated, ‘.They describe 
the tz%a%mn-k accorded them as ‘lritterlich’f (princely), especially 
the fP& One Se&ge ant Major says the people at home would be 
astounded to see how royally they live, They do not want people here 
f.o send them parcels of food, Rather would they send packages of _ 
f ocjd to the folks at hnme, 

1 

(Postal censorship, Apr. 11, 1919) 

Colonel van M:?.eller made the following announcement: 9 

“On the 28th of February the President of the American Mission, 
Gonera Barnum, .handed over a note concerning facilities for postal 
cmmmication concerning prisoners of war which the United States 
Gore rnmc3 nt had approved _ l ,‘f , I should not like to fail to thank Gen- 
eral Barnum for these facilities granted our prisoners of war," 

(SP a, Belgium report Uarch 3, 1919) 

f&ter f~m Neuw%d, 4/25;‘19, speaks of the distribution of f oTd 
the’re by the A:%ericans but bomplains that it is too 6ear; another 
letter f ram Eingers 4/29,,‘!.9 has the same complaint, but adds Qever- 
thelegs we are glad to get it.” 

(3d Army Daily resume, Apr. 26, 1919) 

Letter from Rhena a/I%, 4/19/H says: The first food from America, 
bacon, coffee, rice, flour and fish are now plentiful enough. We 
are all very glad that we at last have something to cook. It is 
&n&ere a ting to note %hat all 1 ett ers mentioning incorntng f sod t 
speak of “food from Ameri.oa.” They never mention the Allies. 

(3d Army Daily resume Apr, 25, 1.919) 

f odd, 
Letter from Coblenz, 4/20/19, comments on entry of American 

ft is somewhat expensive but of the beat quality and the 
writer states “A n3Tjay we cannot eat mone’y6” 

(3d Army Daily resume Apr. 23, 1919) 

Translation of a letter from Frau Louis aemy, Fuhr: 

Last week we had bur first American food supplies, an allowance 
cf I;/2 pound of bacon and a l/2 pound of flour at 2 Marks each. 
The prices of cuurse are too high but one at least has something to 
eat,. Had we had this earlier, the Spartacist would not have become 
so Wlcie3t. 

. 1 . . 

(3d Army resume April 28, 1919) 

L&C, er from Bruhl, by 1s t : 

Thank God 1 The American food is coming at last! NOW we can at 
le?,st get naur5.shing subsistence for the old &x! sick, It makes one 
sad to think of all the poor people in Germany who have died in th‘e 
last year from sicknesses which good food would have prevented. 

(American Postal c ens orship) 

-- ~I___ --- - _______- -- 
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L.ettor from Coblene 4/29/19 says: 

Thank God we are now better off, due td the occupation, for since 
last week the American food has arrived which can be bought oh&ply, 
On Friday we received 200 grams of rice per head for l/82 M; 200 
grams smoked bat on, very fine (about 15 cm, high) at 9 ‘i/l30 & per 

. lb, 329 grams of the purest flamr, white, at 1.55; one lb. canned 
sa?_mon, From this one s em that our enemy has food and plbnty and 
vew cheap for we really pay a triple price owing to the low v&Lu 8 3f 
the mark. I would like to send you part I of my ration but one is SW erely 
pulli8h CEI for s ending food into unmc!rpi 03 Germany, Cann ed milk is avail- ’ 

able far everybody. Also we can get plenty of herring here; fish 
at 35 pfg, and smoked at U.i.25, We hav e only had mat one e in 5 
weeks, 

(3d Army Daily resume “day 2, 1919) 

Letter from Berlin to Trier: 

Wahoreder has also writt cn to me, did he not send you a clipping 
of Hoover’s sp eah in the Chicago Tribune? If not f will send you a 
copy, Hoover does not speak well of ~8." 

(3d Army daily resume March 8, 1gb9) 

SENSITIVE OF THEIR COUNTRY’S DEFEAT 

. Frau Justiz Schweitzer of goblenz writ ee to h er son Eberhard Schl-eitz er: 

Our bill~ti’rig’ wtill continues. A big sporfing ep a3t is taking 
place at Oberwert and a large number of buildings have bea artit d 
upon the Schlossplatz, The beautiful green lawns are cover& by 
giant barracks and it appears as though srery possible effort is being 
made to offer the soldiers a continual change of en-:erteinment, 
Indeed you cannot realize the life and stir and amusement taking 
place, It cuts to the eoul to observe - these merry people and then 
dwell upon the miseries of our own. Has there ever existed so great 
a contra at? I would never leave my door, did not circutitances coti 
peI me, because one-? cann,ot conceive the possibility of there being 
anyone who could so ui?concerntily o-rerlock the apparent suffering of 
the Fath erland. Or?e comf or-h remains, and it is that there still liv e8 
a merciful God and that the time will come when justice will be ours. 

(3d Army daily resume A pril 26, 1919) 

Cfiffcfam, both veiled and direct, of the carnival celebrations 
is still common in the area, Part of the people are eager for par- 
ties and all forms of social activity while another part points to the 
numerous families in mourning, the defeat of the German arms and the 
harsh terms of peace which threaten them and say it is frivolous and 
in bad taste to show gay&y and mu&necessarily give the Amrican 
Army a poor opinion of German character, 

(SumnaLry of Intelligent e #268, 42d Div. 
March 5, 1919) . 
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APJIERICM SOLDIERS TEACH THE ART OF VOTLNG 

The political situation so far as the average civilfan in 'this 
area is soncerned, has been decided, There is no more interes-k dis- 
played in either party or delegate, 

The Germans in discusa9ng the elections say there were more 
votes oast in the distrio%s where the Americans are stationed than 
any other area, They account for this by saying that the German 
people are more or less ignorant of the method of voting and the nec- 
essity for it and that many went to the &@&an soldiers who give 
them information and in genera, 1 stimulated interest in the elections, 

(2d Div. Summary of Intelligence, 
Feb. 2, 1919) 

SObE SFNl'IMENTS CRITICAL OF OUR ALLIES 

Some people in Mayen believe that the United States does not have 
enough ships to return soldiers without the aid of i&gland, and that 
BnglanE is withholding this aid in order that the Army of Occup&$ion 
will remain longer and be a burden upon the German people. 

No change is noticeable in letters with regard to the attitude 
of the Cerlnans toward the Allied Nations. The feeling toward the 

(3d Div. Sumary of Intelligence Feb. 
7, 1919) 

French is one of fear and hatred, whereas America is universally 
looked upon as the one loop-hole for Germany. America is to furnish 
food immediately and is to be a source of commerce especially later on,a 
Th ore is a very pronounced and noticeable tendency in all letters 
touching the subj ecf to compare the American attitude with that 
of France. Much to the disadvantage of the former, Comma?ts on 
the f3ritish and the Belgians are strangely absent, 

. 

(From Weekly report, 36 Army, Feb, 16, 
1919) 

%i& Appaun of Coblenz writes to 1st Lt. van Tepel of Weimar: 
I really dread to go to Wiesbaden and it is on account of the 

French Occupation, Y H! If Americans wore th cr e it would be a pleas- 
ure,, Coblmz may snnsid er its elf fortunat e. They are a likabl8, 
n&t and s ensibl e p eopl e. I readily noticed the wide contrast in 
my journeys to and from Wiesbaden. 3.at courage, the Frenchman will 
surely not devour XUQ~ me. 

(American Postal Censorship) 

Th e k ynot e of th e attitud e toward the Entente Powers is Germany’s 
resentment of France’s propaganda for annexation of territory. The 
feeling is. prevalent that France’s selling foodstuffs in the Saar 
District and according generous treatment there, has the motive not of 
pure generosity, but that all is a calculated plan to affect 
annexation with 1 ess difficulty. America is lauded as being the only 
member of the Ententa showing human considerations, and ctfh ers are 
said to be ignorantlv prajudicecl. President %lsbn is frequently 
mentioned tith greatest respect. 



. 

The on& pojint of s w er e crittcism is th e pr EB mc e of Fr Ench 
Colonial Troops who ar ,_ - frequ en-bly report ed as committing acts 
of gsms misconduct, The b’ritish were bv one person t wrn& the 
“Damned British Tro0ps”. *merican soldiers have, with nearly no 
aaqtion elicit & words of praise, Universallv all oc cupving 
troops are sonsid er d with gratitude, when thewritm happens to be 
thinking of conditions beyond the Rhine, While the troops cause 
inconveniences, thev do keep order, From the Eifel District, by 
letters from Bifburg and Prum, it is reported that too mny troops 
are stationed there, causing s ericus inconveni en?c es. 

[3d Army weekly report M@r. 23,1919) 

It ems from C ensorship Repccrts: 

Censorship reports show a keen criticism of the arbitrarv ac- 
tion of the French autharities in Alsac @Lorrain e, Th e paint of 
complaint is that hundreds of the people ar e b eing deported with 
onlv 30 k&lo of personal eff e&s, and sent destitute into 
Germany , Th e old idea that Franc e. wish es to deal Germany a knosk- 
Out blow is still prevalent. The Germans se e in Franc 81s d esir e to 
anne th 6 Saar Vall ey and to reconstruct Poland an endeavor to shear 
*rmanv Of all strength so that she can newr again *attain a. dis- 

. finctive place in the world, jome of the occupants of the Saar 
Vail w h&v e un Farth Ed a new possibility; a republic under A.merican 
mandatory, The ef fici mcv of th e )Fm &cans in administering this 
area, and their abilitv t6 suppress the unrulv ti ement and maintain 
order is responsible for this plan, 

(Daily letter Treves, April 15, 1919) 

L, Gusson, writing from Thorn (near Polish border) gives us our 
first though verv biased comment on the Polish situation: 

“If the Americans only knew what dirty lousy people the Poles 
are, they wouldn’t concede their d emards, which are greedv in the 
extreme. They have no rights over anv Germn territory, and if thev 
get an inch of it, they will do so bv begging and lying , ,, A m glad 
to hear that vou ar e well satisfi ed with the Americans, Th sr ar 8 at 
1 eerst r Bsonable, and do things justly, If it had not been for America 
we would not have received anv food, and thousands would have sta rved 
todeath,” 5 

(3d Army, report, Mav 5, 1919) 

THE FRENCH AND BRITISH STOCK RISES AS AERERICANS RZXKEJ F.TPM 

The American troops are in general nof as well spoken of as 
during the earlier part of the uccupation, The French troops on tho 

. cantraw are becoming more popular. The rxason for thes echanges is 
probablv that the Americans are continuing to a?forc e all th tir 
r qulations P erv strictlv whil e th e French allow the inhabitants 
of their zones much more freectom than formerly, 

(3d Army report a ~~&a, 3, 1919) 
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- British and French’ continue to be popular (in the mail) b Beaus 8 
th q are less strict about infractions of regulations and because thev 
hand ov8r some of th&r food, 

(American Postal c fnsorship) 

It is evident that the French are selling food to the Ga~mans. 
H MC e the inhabitants praise their generositv and brotherlv attitude. 
It iS a fact that G ermans who ar 8 caught in poss ession of American 
goods are dealt with v8rv s8v8r81vj hence Amricans are gegarded as 
spiteful and greedv, Such is the substance of a batch of 1 &t ers 
passing b etw een th e. two zon es, 

(Am &can Postal Censorship, April 11, 
1919) 

THE AMERICANS REFUSE GERI%!N FRIENDSHIP 

There is a noticeable change in th8 first impressions which the 
inhabitants of this section had of the American soidier. It was 
the gerieml opinjon of the Germans when th 8 Americans first ent er d 
the pr8Sent occupied -Territorv that Americans had no idea whv fhev 
were at tir against Germanv, 
ivon. 

and that their friendship could be easilv 
The efforts of the people, howevnr, have met with little success, 

and our soldiers hav e in general, less love for them now than they had 
Won their entrv into Germanv, The period has passad quietly, 

I , 

(3d %mv %mrnarV of fntell5pnce, Feb. 
18, 1919) 

APPR3-I ZNSION AT c?3R APPROACHING DEPABTUHE 

Rumor appears to have it that bv about Julv 1st; French troops 
will take over the present American Zone of Occupation, 
f ‘0iV lett’ers dri$,nating 
of the prospective 

in th e Am&can 2 one cxpr as 
Quit0 a 

their fear 
French regime, and thev still hope that the Ameri- 

can s will remain till Occupation davs are ended, 

(3d Armv Postal Cansorship, March 10, 
1919) 

e 

The gcneml opinion seems to be that after the American Arr;ly 
has vacated its present holding, the French and Belgian armies 
will be sent in to occupy this territory. Discussion of the question 
is' tempered with praises for the sherjxans, and apprehensions after 
they are gone. 

(3d &my Postal censorship, Apr. 24, 
1919) 

Translation of a lettcsr porn Henrichs cf Dusuelfiorf to Frau Math, 
Petri, Trier: 
By August the American6 v4.11 have turned their backs to US, because 

they too xi.& to join th8i.r loved ones. These people are the best 
and UWI~ a high8r scale than any of our enemies. I cannot understand 
what the Belgians are gaining by thair mistreatment of US. 

Johann Vogelsang of llrestfalia who has visited the, American Occupied 
Zone ffrites to Anna 1vold of Niederahr that he ynrould rather be among the 
gentlemen from America than the brutes who call th8mselvos government 
soldiers, 

(American Postal cenaorshia, May 7, 
1919) 



-49$- 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

A vague rumor was going the rounds of MAYEN last night that 
the water supply had been poisoned by an American soldier and that he 
was in jail now. The truth is that the &nerican authorities have 
metdicated the water in order to purify it. 

Sum. of Int, 3rd Div. 
May l%h, 1919. 

A TRIER rumor, found in a number of letters, says that the 
Americans here will soon be succeeded by French troops of occupation, 
This is looked upon with dismay. Quoted: "The Americans have treated 
US well, they are gentlemen and bear us no hatred". 

Postal Censorship, May 16th, 1919. 
Third U/S. Army, Trier, May 17th, 

1919. 



S’JME APPRECIATIWS FR@hi BERKN JOURNALIST% 

Taegiiche Rundschau - Berlin, Apr. 24, 1919: 

Pictures from “American” Germany 

Impressions c?f an eye - witness, 

The advance (?f the American troops into the Rhinelands WES preceded 
by a benevolent proclamc.tion of the Commander-in-Chief, General Pershing+ 
The American troow did not come as enemies, the civilian population 
PT~?S to be undistul%?d in its daily pursuits, schools, off!.cians, and ’ 
courts ~-ould not be interferred fP$th. Beautiful words, but alas: 
only arords : 

Accord?ng ta the terms of the armistice, the German government 
is to bear the exi_;enses of the bccupation, h exact statement of the 
nznber of troops ws not considered necessary. The clever ilmerican then 
brought all the t~~oops who could march or ride into German territory. 
E very place, eve% the sa,zll est village is now crowded with sol%crs. 
There is )lardly a house nQ>t groarling under the load of billeting. In 
small farm-house%n 10 or 12 mn are quartered and private houses, 
parsonages, etc.? are rcquisitl ‘oned for messes and have been compelled 
to gi’ve the use of their kitchens. The owner himself is sometimes put out 
b f hiw house, Sr:l~ools and churches are requisitioned (and monks are 
put out of monasteries that these may be used as hospitals, All 
American troops l*lho are sick or taounded (very fev7, as the American 
I( Victor” has scarce1.y ever even smelled powder) seem to be quartered in 
Germany, They have not yet put their cripples and sick from America 
into uniform and sent them’ ever for a cheap “airing” in Germany, 
Gardens and fields of the farmers have been ruthlessly destroyed by 
American automobiles, Lately an inspection of beds in the country dig- 
tric ts was inade, vith the statement that the Germans were to sleep on 
the floor, if there were not enough beds For the American troops, No 
wonder that bitterness among the people is increasing. 

Ub to the present, the Rhinelander has not been recompensed in any 
way for his difficult situation, got a gram of American food is 
gi. ven hLm . To give any food to Germans is strictly forbidden, What is 
leftover’ from the American military kitchens must be destroyed. The 
starving populace see daily thousands of pancakes, quantities of pies 
and moun’tains of fine mhite bread delivered to the hericans. When the 
German sees field-kitchens lighted with heaps of fat, he thinks sorrow- 
fully of the 40 grams of margarise rrhich he receives perweek. Eggs 
and vegetables in ixxense quan.tities are bought by the &nericans at 
fabulous prices and the cost of living for natives is thus greatly in- 
creased. Americans are forbidden tu sell cigarettes or tobacco and a German 
found' in possession of kerictiin supplies is aeverezy punished, Innocent 
oeonle are temp-ked to break regulations and are then punished, W3 are 
sorry to say’ -?&a-t Germans receive high pay for doing this work. 

The Ameri can is very fond of large fines. I saw copies of the 
“Cebl eins er ZeitWg” in’txyhich the list of fines covered columns. NO 
fines were less ’ than 100 marks and many of them mounted into the thou- 
sah& ; ‘ho Peaper-table merchants were given two years imprisonment and 
200,009’ maI_ks fine for smuggling cognac and this sentence alas “mercifully” 
commuted to six months im-wisonrnent and 100,000 marks fine, Pines are 

regulated according to the ability of the person to ‘pay and not on the 
gravity of the oi’fense. The mayor of W’ on the hrIoaelle on information of 
his servant complained that an American girl in his house was practicing 
fornication, He was fined 500 marks for slandering a citizen of the United 
States ‘and ‘the servant was given three months in jail and a fine of300 marks q 
It vas Droved that the American girl had actually maintained sexual relation- 
siliti with an -erican officer; but this VBS excused because she was engaged 
$0 him. Everywhere there is a fealing of uneasiness and the people consider 
themselves candidates for the penitentiary. 

- - _-- - 
--~ 



But th5s is not all, In Mayen, 
vi ndo ws 

-peasants are ordered to keep their 
omn at night under penalty of nuniskment, The peasant is never 

a friend of fresh air - he has enough in the day time - but in Eifel 
climate such an order is dangerous, The &nerican know-it-all health 
authorities think that they will prevent the grippe by it, 

pJtorcovq the farmers are ordered to remove manure twice every 
14 days and spread it on the fields 100 meters from houses. The American 
6ut1lorities do not acem to know that the growing crops, especially 
potatoes , can not bear any more fertilising. Who laughs at German 
beaurocracy? 

J’reeC;>m of travel is maliciously interfered with by American 
authorities and passes to unoccupied territory are almost impossible 
to obtain, The Rhinelander is cut off from all communication from his 
rela.tivss in interior Germany, Only exceptional cases, such as deaths 
in the family, are considered valid reason8 for granting a pass,, When 
they must be gleanted, the person is forbidden to take provisions or fuel 
with him, 

Treatment of German officials is malicious and often h*umiliating, 
Pernonal affroizts are not infrequent, Thus a representative of the 
CcKLence Regisrungspraesident uas ordered to furnish 400 men in 24 

hours to repair the rsads. This was\impossibie, but the Regierunga- 
praesident hix5clf, though 68 years old, was summoned before the court 
and made to stand for three hours& Finally he was told to report 
daily at a certain h3ur at the American headquarters, When made 
ill by this tr8atmen-‘- ti and after sending a physician’s certificat8, an 
American noliceman appeared at his bedside to see whether he was 
telling the truth, 

Even reli@ous services are interfered with by sending censors 
t0 listen to SC?i7rlonS b 

In’ the nertce of my Berlin room I have the feeling that, in spite 
of strikes nnd workmen’s assemblies, in spite of barbed-wire and 

, machine guns, life is more endurable here than under American authority, 

(3d Army report April 30, 1919) 

Rhe nanus in “Berliner Lokal Anz eiger” : 

The train is on its say from Cologne and we approach the American 

zone, A tall American enters the compartment, Vasa he says, without _ 
stopping chewing gum, We hand over our papers, he nods and goes out. 
As we pass the different stations we greet swarms of the sons of “Uncle 
Sam” in their khaki uniforms and cl&h puttees of the same color, with 
sbft caps which resemble closed paoer bags, No shining buttons or insignia 
break the monotony of the uniforma, The only touch of color is the 
narrow yellow chevrons of the lower sleeve and the insignia of the varioua 
divisions on the upper part of the arm, The insignia worn in Neuwied 
is a star nith an Indian head. 

The streets are crowded with soldiers, The old charm of the hat- 
manufacturing town is gone, The Stars and Stripes wave over the castle, 
the home‘of the Rhenish poetess, Carmon Sylva, Through the streets 
rush heavy American autos and one hears the shrill signal8 of motorcycles 
with their attached side-seats, A &rang, foreign ,world, which has no 
feelftig for this old seat of culture and its kind hearted people 
has forced itself ilEo the Rhine Valley. The streets of the old Rhine 
towns were never adapted to auto-traffic and the hewy American trucks 
shake the houses and ruin the roads, 



GERMAN OP;INION 

OF 

AMERICA'S WAR EFFORT 



Interrogation of Mr. Keller of Remagen: 

The military 1 eaderg , at the outbreak of the war, ‘contended that 
the confli ct would bi? one of short duration, plrobably less than a 
year, as the enemy was weak atid wholly unprepared, This, too spurred 
thae poopZn on and ‘raiskd their spirits. After a year br so had passed, 
wi.-Lh. no sigs3 cd 2&t cjry , psopls began demanding explanations and Berlin 
tyied to pac.j.fy them with statements to the eff&t that officers had 
bIun:lere& an5 had been severely punished theref or, With the advent 
Cf wSma.7G.e wa_rf are, followed late? by the severance of d:plbmatic . 
re?_a%.ons w:;,-ii? the U, S, , the people-were brought to a stern realiza- 
Sian of the pcosibility of a lorg drawn-out conflict and perhaps 
defeat . * Fur-?her expianations were demanded and to again quiet the 
peopi.e changes were made in the Reichstag and in’ the Cabinet, Besides 
th5 E , j.% W;ZS i-;lgued that the U, S, was over 3,COC miles from the 
bat, t_i.e=g~‘ouq: ; that it would take too Lc~g for her to raise, equip 
aX! 2. rain e:~flq,h men to make t’heir preseni:e felt; furthosmcre, su’b- 
mfl_ri.nes wcu*iti iJn?Vent a gj eat mny tr@ops from ever seeing European 
shores b ‘ITI? P C L’edi.lb o \1s p oopI_ e believed this until early in 1,918 when 
t’re Americans . 4 began doing eSf eetite work, 

(42d Div. Summary of Intelligence #247, 
February 12, 1919) 

Speech made ?y Prof. Klein of Cologne at a Social 
Democrat mGd.ng in Segendorf: 

“In 13??, soldiers at the front were told that by means of the 
U-boats En&and would be brought to her knees in from two to six 
moXthS and that America would never land a ship-lead of troops in 
a French port, Prof, Klein continued by saying that instead of this 
promise being fulZilled, Englard was never starved and Germany made 
-iche whole wo-I’:$ her enemy, including a great Nation with plenty of 
money, men and material - in fact everything necessary to bring about 
the defea.t of Germany, This Nation’s name was the United &ate% 

lb They 1andod troops - you can see for yourserL, Thank God we have 
them pr*ese!;lt w?_th us, They, have jus$ ccmt;! from the f rant, The 
United %a tcs not only got ships in cafotv to EL:ropean ports, but 
land ed millions of men ; thousands of -l~~.cks and railroad cars with 
al;_l accessories, I If the Germ*,n people cod_d see the full amount Of 
supplies hi-ought to France by the Unit261 States they would die of 
aston ishment, It 

(2d Div. Summary of Intelligence, #172, 
Jan. 6, 13t9) 

Interrogation of Mrs, Joseph Kegal Qf Rsngsdorf, 
Dec. 26, 1318: 

One of the gues+s who was taking treatment in Rengsdorf last summer 
claimed to’be the American correspondent for the Kolnische Volks-Zei- 
tung, He cLaimed to be khOi*OUgUp c@rxeman% with American affairs 
&XI sa.id that America had no navy, no merchant marine, no army and ’ 
wculd be unable -to raise an army, This being so thoroughly in accord 
with what they had read in their papers, the statements of this man 
were g&-en a good deal of credence, 



Interrogation of Antonne Kliesf, &c-%rgt. of 
St emropen: 

When thr? war first broke out he thought it would last only 
a mcnth or so; after the third yoar and itp te the fir&appearance 
of the Americans in Champagne, July 17-18, he was still confident 
thst Garmny would win, When America came into the war he thought 
she would by df no help to tb.e Allies further than her help as a 
neutral, ' They all thought that if she attempted to ship troops 
aci’oss the subrzrines could take care of that problem, 

(42d Div. Summary of Intelligence, #195, 
December 22, 191.8) 

Interview with Ur, Ulrice of itiarienborg: 

The big mistakes of the war were not to be blamed upon the 
Emperor but upon his advisers who failed him on the most crucial 
questions. Fcr example, von Ludendorff and von Tirpifz (both of whom 
he considered cn+mi.nals fcr their actions had repeatedly and constantly 
acfkrmed that Y-IO American transpo:.ts would ever cross the ocean in 
large enough numbers to be of any assistance to the Allies. He 
believed that such a move as the establishment of the U-boat war- 
fare would ha?e been ju.::Lifiable only in case it would bring a quicker 
ens to the war with victcry to the Germans, but that now it had brought 
ridicule and shame. 

(32d Div. Summary of Intelligence #46, 
January 3, 1919) 

THE GERMANS WERE DECEIVED ABOUT AMERICANS IN FRANCE 

Statement of Franz Marur of- Nohn: 

‘I’he soldiers were told after the entrance of the Americans into 
the war that it would be impossible for any number of troops to be 
brought to yrance as the submarines would prevent them from crossing. 
Even after the Amricans arrived at the front it was said that they 
were English $roops disguised, After the passage of the first American 
prisoners to the rear the German troops realized that this was not 
true as they could distinguish the actions and speech of the Americans 
from the English and that they had been falsely informed as to the true 
situation. 

(42d Div. Summary of Inteliigance #183, 
December 10, 1918) 

Conversation between two natfv es of Berncas3el: 

“(German s oZdiar$ .**** “1 cannot understand why we were all SO 
ignorant about the truth, When we were at the point of making our 
drive to PARIS we were still being encouraged as to the sm~tll number of 
AMERICANS that were in France; but that they were not on the firing- 
line, This repdrt was circulated throughout the whole front for a long 
tLme and, was believed by every German soldier on the Western front. 
111 a few days we were in the drive again and before we ever made the 
proposed object , . , . every place seemed to swarm with Americans!" 

(90th Div. Summary of Intelligence #75, 
Decetier 30, 1918) 



Interrogation of Katie Vogel, Sinzig: 

When the war started and during its early days she says that all 
the German people believed that they were engaged in a righteous 
war’ of defense, because Russia, France and England,were going t0 ruin ’ 
them, However, as the war progressed, they believed that the Kaiser 
had misled them and his Stories that he was trying to make a good Peace 
on fair terms were doubted. During the last year of the war the German 
people knew they could not tin and it was 9 question of how peace 
was to be brought about. The'German people knew the United States 
was in the war after April, 1917 but'the largest number of troops 
ever stated to be 0verseas was 200,000. When it became known after 
the armistice that there were more than 2,000,OOO bericans in France 
the people were astonished. 

(42d Div. Summary of Intelligence #2?6, 
NLtrch 13, 1919) 

Interrogation of John Lanz, of Dernau, Feb, 13, 191% 

After America had entered the conflict the soldiers were made to 
believe that it would be impossible for the transports to cross the 
oc.ean, For a number of months they were told that not an American 
soldier had landed in Europe, but it finally became known to the 
German soldiers that the Americans were landing troops on this side, 
They were told that we would not cause them the slightest worry or 
trouble as ws were untrained boys, When pitted against the American ’ 
soldiers the Germans saw that they had been badly fooled and 
deceived. Lanz says that the American soldiers caused the morale 
of the Germans to break entirely, 

AMERICA’S AID AROUSES THE GERMAN HIGH COMMAND 

Extract from an interrogation of prisoners of the 28th Division: 

The American aid which had been underestimated in Germany because 
there were doubts as to its value and immediate effectiveness, seems 
to frighten the High Command much more than they wish to admit. 

The officers themselves admit that among other causes this is the 
principal reason why Germmy has been in a kurry to finish and to try 
to force a peace upon us. 

They believe that if we can hold out this year “Germany will have 
lost the battle”. But they say that until the very end of the year no 
respite will be left WJ in an endeavor to "break our morale and our will 
to victoryfl. They hope that the fear of devastations and the terror 
exercised on Paris, as well as the’perpetual attacks of the German Army 
‘*defermined to make an end” will overcome our resistance before American 
aid will be really'effective. 

All admit that it is indeed a question of the last crisis of this 
moment ; all declare that the present offensive will be prolonged and 
repeated for a decision “until the exhaustion of the German Forces”, 

Moreover the prisoners do not conceal their wondering astonish- 
ment at the training and skill of the Americans as revealed this morning 
betSore them and no less for the splendid performance of the French 

.Artillery which for 8 days “has kept them encaged” preventing the 
arrival of all supplies and all reinforcements and causing extremely 
heavy losses. 

(French Vfth Arlny 2d Bureau, Information 
Bulletin 513, July 11, 1918) 

___~_______ _ ~___ __--- ___- -___- -___ 
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THE GERi.&$N @ORAL E SLUiP'XI AF'XR CIj,\TEAU 'IWIERRY 

Statement of Ernest En&t of "Jladbach: 

Ernest Knelt of ICladbach served tuD and one half years in the 
First Pioneer Regiment, He had been on many fronts, bitt at Chateau 
Thierry had his first encounter with the Americans. After the first ^ 
battle with this new foe, his regiment was ready to give up, and 
their officers were forced to drive them a,gainst the oncoming Ameri- 
cans. He claims that if the soldiers had had thsir way war would have 
been otter after the start of the 2d Battle of the U&rne, 

(32d Div. Summary of Intelligence #%8 
January 5, 1919) l 

Interrogation of Ludwig Weller; a discharged German soldier: 

Morale took a severe slump after the defeat in July, and from that 
time on it was common talk among the soldiers that they had been 
deceived by their leaders in regard to the Americans, The troops, 
Weller says, soon recognized that the American soldier was a brave and 
worthy opponent, that he advanced rapidly and with little regard 
for cover and was daring in his night patrolling, The German 
troops had been told that the Americans would be poor soldiers and 
the actual experience was discouraging. 

(Zd Div. SumWry of Intelligence, #X0, 
December 15, 1918) 

Interrogation of Lieut. Kreutzberg of Ahrweiler: 

When the average soldier was aware that Americans were fighting, 
he said, the morale dropped almost at once and every soldier said, 
now its not only one year more, but many more. Lt. Kreutzberg's 
company, and in fact the entire dirision, was on the front until the 
Armistice was signed. Lt. Kreuzberg maintains that if food condi- 
tions had been anywhere near normal Germany would have won the war 
regardless of the Americans. IJe thinks that soldier for soldier the 
Germans never feared an American in the field and had Germany had 
twice the number of U-boa&s she actually had, America would never 
have had a ch hnce to assist the Allies, The same spirit exists atnbng 
all German officers says Kreutzberg, 

(42d Division, Summary of Intelligence 
. #ZSO, Feb. 15, 1919) 

0. 

Interrogation of 3\A att Speinmann, of Holzweiler: 

He 9s 33 years of age and is one of the few volunteer troops to 
enlist from this sectian, He was assigned to the 116th Artillery 

. ’ (7% ) and after two month's training near Bonn was sent to the front 
in Flanders. During 1916-17 they were shunted from one front to another 
and in July and August, 1918, were against the Americans in the Cha- 
teau-Thierry drive and again in the Argonne in September and October. 
He says that the fighting of the Ameriuan troops was terrible and as 
they had been given to understand by their officers that the Americans , 
were green and untrained, the surprise caused many of the Germas 

I 
to surrender where they were, Vith the first news of Americans in the 
LLne the German morale dropped and the general feeling among the trocps 
was that they were defeated, From then on discipline failed to hold 
the troops and toward the end they paid little or no attention to their 



Offberg and were hardly more than a mob, me says that papers dropped 
on their lines by Ameriaata planes caused great uneasiness among the 
troops and resulted in many des &ions and surrenders, 

(42d Pitt, Su’tiry of Intelligente #286, 
March 23, 1919) 

Interrogation of Peter Fuchs, Wstnm: 

Fuchs is’ 32 years old and enlisted in the State Pioneers of coblena 
on February 20, 1915, After a period of training tit Coblenz ‘his ’ 
regiment was sent to the western front where they immediately went to 
work putting up barbed wire and building dugouts, He took part in 
the July off onsive on the Champagne front and Gas wounded in the 
head and foot, The morale o’f the people in the hospital was’ low and 
especially so when they heard that Americans were’ on that front in 
force ard had a lot to do with the failure of their offensive, He 
thought that the war would be won by that offensive but realized 
after the failure that Germany had lost, The soldiers soon learned 
that the submarines had also failed because again Americans were 
met in Chateau Thferry with disastrous results to the Germans 
This news got back to the’ hospital by wounded men. Some of the 
tales were greatly exaggerated because the Americans fought differ- 
ently from what they were accustomed to, Some said that the Amhi- 
cans would not stop in the face of any kind of fire and their artib 
lery w&s wonderful,’ All these stotiies helped still further to 
depress the low morale, 

r 

(42d DRY, Summary of IntellBg=ce #287, 
March 24, 1919)’ 

Interrogation of Joseph Muller, Ringen: 

&Ibler is 27 years ‘of age and was called in &y, 1915, )38 was 
assegned to the 47th Infantry Pegt. and saw service in praatially 
every important engagement during the war. He was wounded twice 
but was returned to the front after recovering eaoh’fime, He says 
that during 1914-1915 everyone was confiderit Germany would be vic- 
torious in a short time; food and clothing were’good and plentiful 
and the morale high, After serious defeats in 1915 and the shortage 
in food and material became apparent the morale dropped and deser- 
tions began, When the news finally got out that the Americans were 
+n the front linea in great foroe the German aoldiere knew that *eY 
were beaten and a great many surrendered to escape the chance of 
being killed in the trenches, He fought against Americans for the 
first time on the .Nbrrne in July and August and says that in Open 
warfare there are no batter troops. )le thinks the system of the 
American army and the comradeship of the men is far better in the 
making of good soldiers than the strict discipline and mahim-like 
action8 of the German system, 

(42d Div. Sumroary of Intelligence #279, 
March 16, 1919) 

bferrOgati on of Matthew Gufffs, Unkelbach: 

GUttis was called into active service March 24, 1916, He saw 
very %itfle aerviae at the front untS1 th8 summer of 1918 when he 
was sent with other replacements to Chateau Thierry where his regime& E 



the 294th was held in ?eserve at the beginning of the great offensipe 
and was finally sent into the front line vhen they were forced to 
fight to the finish, 
it was ? 

He says the Americans inhere so strong that 
f.utile effort so they fimlly brcke and ran for their lives, 

He claims that at that time the Germans thought the Americans 
were either crazy or bullet proof, 

(42d Div. Summary of Intelligence #2?4, 
l\Aarch 10, 1319) 

AMERICAN ATE WAS ESSENTIAL TO THE ALLIED VICTORY_ 

Interrogation of Joseph G orres, Mayshcoss : 

Gorres was a Sergeant in charge cf a German machine gun crew and 
s erred during the war, He fought a.gainst the Americans during the’ 
last year on the Champagne, St. uiihiel, 
butes the ending of the war entirely to 
artillery and infantry, 

(42d Div, 

and Argonne fronts and atM- 
the efficiency of the American 

Summary of Intelligence #280, 
March 17, 13191 

Interxgation of Wilhelm Eschuriler, Vetterlhoven: 

Eachuriler is 55 years of age so was not in service during the 
war. He is a cafe owner in Vetterlhoven. He says that the ax 
people at home and the soldier- 3 were kept in ignorance for a long time 
Of the fact that America had’entered the war, After the neivs of our 
entrance into the war could not longer be kept from the people they 
were told that the U-boats were sinking our transports as fast as 
they left America and that there could never be more than onr or two 
divisions. of American troops in the line, He thinks that when the . 
fact that ‘the Americans were here in large njrmbers and had shown 
their fighting qualities it did more to bleak the Gerrrnn morale and 
hasten the end than any other one event d-xing the anti& war; The 
news of the terrible fighting of our troops was spreqd rapidly 
throughout Germany by returned wounded and A,W. 0. L. soldiers, 
He thinks that @erica* had no just cause for entering the war and 
he is sure that without our aid the Allies would have been defeated, 

(42d Div. Summary of Intelligence #2?6, 
March 13, 1913) 

Interrogation of Peter Bendheuer, Rolandswerfh: 

Bendheuer was called into the military service in 1914 and went to 
Frannkfort where he entered the Aviation school. He was a member of 
the Flying Circus on the Champagne front in July 1918, was injured 
on August 16, 1918 and sent home the follow$.ng month. He speaks 
very highly of the American Army of Occupation, He claims that after 
the failure of the German drive in July 1918 everybody said they were 
whipped because the Americans were now in the war and, were too strong 
for them to cope with, 

(42d Div. Summary’ of Intelligence, #273, 
March 10, 1919) . 

____ _______c_ 
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Interregation of John Oberlmdar of Eons, Jean. 5Zp 1919: 

The entry of the hmerican*army into the conflict caused dissention 
in the ranks of the Germans. hey did not want to fight us, in the 
first place, for they did not see why we came into the war, and they 
saw no reason why they should have one more enemy. The announcemsnt 
th@t we had actually arrived on the field was a discouraging piece of 
news to the men in the ranks, 

Interrogation of Mr. Rahrfg of(Remageni 

Rahrig was a machine gunrier for 3 years, having been on the 
West front for about nine months wi-+h the 1Oth Division, His division 
fought against Americans in St. Mihiel on September 12th and he believe3 
that at least 12,000 men rriust have been captured on that front, After 
the big drive by the Americans the German troops lost heart. This,' 
coupled with internal troubles, finally fbrced a change in the order 
of things until the people began demttnding a cessation of hostilities. 

i42d biv. Summary of Intelligence, #247, 
Feb. 12, 1919) 

THE GERMAN CIVILIANS LOST HOPE 
Statement of the Ma*or of Rubennach: . 

The Ddayor states that the people received coxtant reports 
of the United States* futile efforts to transport troops across the 
Atlantic, The usual procedure was to announce the sailing of a trans- 
port of a certain name, and, a few days later to announce the sinking 
of a transport of the same name and the loss of a large number of 
troops. When the population suddenly realized that we had a large army 
over here and the German Army began to feel its pressure, it des- 
troyed their last illusions and precipitated the end, 

(32d Div. Summary of Intelligence #26, 
December 14, 1918) 

AWXCAN PROPAGAfgDA WAS EFFECTIVE, 

Interrogation of Paul Schmidt of Rema gen: 

One of the things that made a great impression on the German soldier%, 
and which, Schmidt believes, helped to shorten the war, was the pro- 
paganda dropp ed by American planes, There were strict orders against 
picking up propaganda dropped from planes, and against having any papers 
of that nature in their possession. In spite of these orders, the 
soldiers continued to obtain the papers, An order was then issued 
stating that men would be paid for each piecd of propaganda turned in. 
At first this resulted in the men collectLng and turning in the papers, 
but soon they started keeping them a$ain, and passing them around 
among their comrades, Many of the men sent the papers home to their 
families. Schmidt recalls one paper dropped from one of our planes which 
read something like this: " You are fighting for the Kaiser, we are 
fighting for you, Think this over for yourself." This particular 
paper was read by a great many soldiers, and many copies were sent back 
into Germany. 

(42d Div, Summary of Intelligence #E32, 
January 28, 1919) 
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WITHOUT A!@RICA GERMANY WOULD HAVE WON. 
/ 

fnterrogat ion of Mrs, Brandenburg of Burgbrah: 

She is a warm admirer of the kaiser and says it ‘is the people and 
not the Kaiseti who caused the war; she also blamed the people for the 
present situation, ’ She says that if it had not been for the Americans 
coming in when they did, that the Germans would have’ won the war and 
that all the sacrifices that they had been making for four years would 
not have been in vain, She does not understand why the Amerioans 
came into the war, 

(Zd Div. Summary of Intelligence #148, 
December 13, 1918) 

Interrogation of Christian Schlafter of Wirges: 

Schlatter overheard several staff officers of the 3d Guard ‘Div. 
discussing the defeats suffered by the Germans since July 18, 1918, 
They considered the &in cause of their defea* to be the timely. inter& 
vention of the Ameficgns, the valor of their troops, their super%ority 
in war materiel, and the poor quality of the newly called out ‘German 
classes of 1898 and 1899, Tanks were also considered a very effective 
weapon, and one which the Germans wei% not able’ to master in most of the 
combats. ‘The-staff officers agreed that Germany’s i.ndustry while 
very efficient had been hopelessly outclassed by American inchstries, 
whose enormous production was well known in Germtiy, The shortage’ of 
raw materials was said to have been ‘an important l”ea$on for’ Germ&b 
speedy surrsnd er. The majority of the ssnior officers did not admit ’ 
the defeat of Germany, but said that peace was merely a ‘question of 
policy, to quickly end a losingfight and thereby save greater 1088, 

(2d Div. Summary of Intelligence #l55, 
Daaember 20, 1918) 

Interview Qith Lt. Wngend er, formerly a member of the German Staff : 

When asked whether lack of food and supplies caused the breakdown 
of the German machine, he said: lrNo’l , CorxUtions were not nearly 
as bad as in 1916, and they could have held out until this coming 
Spring, and $erhaps through the Summer. The people were very muc@ 
frightened by the shortage of some things and the revolution easily 
gained headway. Had America not come into the war he is sure that the 
Germans would have won, but after we bogan to take an important part 
in the fighting they no longer had a chance for anything but favorable 
peace terms. . 

(3d Div. Summary of Intelligence #72, 
3 anuary 30, 1919) 

From Summary of Xntelligenue, 3d Div. Dec. 15, 1918 t 

Lt. Joseph Breilbizch, a former artillery officer, says that Luden- 
dotiff, who he considers the most capable of German leaders, could 
have played with Foch a8 a oat with a mouse if America had not stepped 
in. 

, 

Statement of Peter Bruse, Cr. Maischeid: 

Peter Bruse, a wealthy sheep owner of Gr, M aischeid thinks that 
the revolution was a deplorable affair for Germany because, although 
everybody knew that defeat was certain after America enter&d the war, 
and later it was sure that Germany would have to accept the Armistice 
terms, things might have turned out better . had it not been for the 
revolution, 

(32d Div. Summary of ‘Intelligence 
Feb. 13, 1919) 

1y8 6, 



* Interrogation of Fred Eiker, i&G, Co, 43d Inf e Ragt,! 

He said &is de Lelleau wtcs well known in Germany. He also said 
they had never before met such a sudden shock and deadly machine gun 
and rifle fire, and that mos t of their losses were from the above men- 
tioned arms, They came to Chateau-Thierr^;r with a company strength Of 
one hundred and fifty men and had lost only two per cent until they 
met the Americans the first of June, and when relieved the 10th of 
June by the 108th Regiment had only thirty man left in his company. Thgy 
were out of the line for three weeks then replaced being sent to the 
‘hampagne front, where again he xet the Americans July 15, and 
here the American Artillery so badly wrecked his Regiment that what 
was left were given work behind the lines, He has three other brothers 
in the German Army and two ix the English Army. He frankly admitted 
that Chateau Thierry and Soissons were the turning points of the War 
and also said that if the Americans had not come to the aid of the 
French in 
of July, 
men, 

. 

June and July that they would have been in Paris by the last 
He thought the American morale the best of any he had ever 

(2d Div. Summary of Int elligsnce ,#lSl, 
January 15, 1919) 

From Summary of Intelligence, 90th Division, Feb. 13,. 1919 : 

A fiumbsr of ex-soldiers declared themselves satisfied %hgt 
the war is over; they state had not the U. S. come into it that the 
outcome would nevsr ha-ra been doubtful, 

errozati on af Adam Scheiber of Kripp: 

Lat Fir on in the war, when the tide seemed more and more against 
the Germans every day, the men became very much discouraged, and 
resisted the orders of the officers whenever a chance came, Of ten 
he said they had chances to kill Americans, but did not as they 
could see no gain for them by doing so, He says Germany was wrong in 
her U-boat campaign, that she should have left the American ships 
alone, but he was glad that America did come and cause them to lose 
the war, because victory only spelled more power for the richer 
classes in Germany. 

(42d Div. Summary of Intelligence #232, 
January 28, 1919) 

Interrogation of Joseph Wershafen of Neuenahr: 

He would have liked to gee the United Statps enter the war a 
year earlier for he realized that Germany was violating the neutral 
rights of the United States and that we would resent it to the extent 
of declaring war and that the sooner YW entered the conflict the 
sooner it would be over, 

(42d Div. Summary of Intelligence #221 1 
January 27, 1919) 
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In*errOgation of a Garmn rdachine Gunner of the 52nd Sturm-battalion, 
Remgen; 

T)lis man was on all fronts for 49 months ‘being wounded fhre8 timS, 

l-h often wished to be taken prisoner by the Americans or British. He 
finally succeeded in escaptng to Holland where, posing as a Hollander, 
he worked on ships, He says he has been instructed in all arms used 
b-,y the Allies including American machine guns, rifles'and grenades. 
H;ls organization was used only for strictly storming work* When they 
had reached their objectives they were often relieved by mchine gunners 
but in no case where they used to hold positions, He believes that 
had the Americans not entered the war the Garmns would now be in Paris, 
He is glad we came in, however, for it shortened the war and brought 
about favorable changes in the Garman Government, 

(42d Div. Summary of Intelligence #193, 
December20, 1918) 
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THE UNREG'IWTRATE G!$QilANS 

hm sU=rY of htelligenca, 42d Div. Feb. 14, 1919: 

A surprisingly large number of the bettor educated Germns, when 
Carefully interrogated, show an entirely %nreconstructedtt spirit, 
They do not see why the United States entered the war. They defend 
the U-boat campaign and declare that no "unnetiessary" outrages were 
committed by German soldiers. Many think that if it had not been 
for the shortage of supplies Germany would have been triumphant even 
against the help of the United States, 

Statement of Parish Priest of Niedarbresig: 

d 
A perica% entry into the war he considered ha.rply justified 

because the submarine war was the only defense of Germany against 
the blockade England had instituted, 

(3d If, S. Army Summary of Inteelligence, 
J anuary 16, 1919) 

From interroga%ion of Frau Frieda Fischer of Lohndarf: 

She likes the American soldier individually but does not like the 
mtion as a whole, Shrb states that America entered the war for what 
money she could get out of it, 

THE SUBMARINE WARFARE A BLUNDER. 

Statement of Franz Wildtiis, Schoolmaster of Holzthum: 

"The ruling powers made a great mistake in diplomacy and tact when 
they involved America in the war, The U-boat war was never defensible; 
the sinking of the Lusitania was a crime". -- 

. (3d army Corps Summary of Intelligence 
#23, December 8, 1918) 

Interrogation of John Lanz of Derrran: 

John Lanz is 21 years old and served with the 5th Grenadier regi- 
ment of the 4th Prussian Guard Division for the last three years of the 
war. He volunteered when he was 18, fearing that if he waited until 
drafted he would be too late to see action, but saw more than’ enough 
action during the first week; He admits that Germany by her O-boat 
policy caused her ewn defeat, for he believes that the United States 
would not have declared war had it not ban for thfs mistake on the 
part of Germany. 

(42d Div. Summary‘of Intelligence #248, 
February 13, 1919) ( 

Interrogation of the Burgomaaterof Ahrweiler, Dec. 16, 1918) 

The Burgomslster'ie very sure that Germany would have won the war b& 
for America. He states that Germxny's psychology was faulty and that this 
led to a series of blunders regarding America. The first and foremost 
blunder was submarine warfare. This policy, he says, was championed and 
put into effect by von Tirpits and Ludbndorff, against the better judg&ent 
of the Kaiser and Hindenburg, who accepted it unwillingly; After sub- 
marine warfare had been started, its conduct toward America showed 
further blundering jgdgment. The Germans, says the Burgomasfer, did 

_.-__ _--- _- -- 
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not think that America would declare war, In the next place, they had 
no idea that America would accomplish so much in so short a time and 
the Burgozaator does not conceal his own personal amazement at America's 
achievement, The Germans thought that they could whip England and Franc=0 
before America could make her power felt. The Germans also thought 
th at the people of German descent in America would cause a great ’ 
deal of trouble if they did not openly resist America's partidi- 
pation in the war, The Burgomaster expresses great surprise that the 
mass of these people showed themselves to be patriotic citizens. 

. 
Interrogation of Friedrich Muller of Walporzheim: 

At the time the unrestricted submarine warfare was commenced 
the German people thought England would be brought to the verge 
of starvation in four months. They were very much disappointed in the 
outcome of the submarine policy as it was the cause of the United 
States entering the war, Herr Muller feels that the whole world hates 
Germsny'and that the German people must spare no effort to establish 
themselves again in the good will of other peoples, 

(42d Div. kmmary of Intelligence #191, 
Dee, 18, X918) 

THE AMERICANS WERE DECEIVED BY ALLIti LIES 

Extract from a letter from Frau Helene Stade, Genzhausen: 

It is said that our pri>vince is to be occupied for 15 years. 
However, it has been no burden so far. I have with me now a teacher 
who has been over here in Europe for me and a half years. What 
caused such people to throw themselves into the uniform of War? 
When me asks one is told: Amsrica would not have joined had there 
been no atrocities in Belgium, The whole affair in a nut shell is 
that the Americans were lured into the trip by Ike upon lie. 

(Daily resume, 3d Army, May 3, 19193 

Letters from Germns to relatives in America: 
(a) P ostd irektor Dortelmann, Tr?er, expresses the satisfaction 

of the Treverians on being able to corresponti l,vi_th friends in America, 
He feels that the returning troops will carry home with them propagan- 
da favorable to Germany, particularly in diqpelifng the idea that all 
Germans are barbarians. He thinks that without America, Germny would 
have won the war, and cannot explain Ameri,cats hostile attitude, 
after her enthusiastic reception of the U-boat 'tDeutschland", "Probab- 
ly the 'Golden Calf' businessoplayed an important role in this matter." 

fntorr?gation of Julius Baer of Remgen: 

Baer is a butcher who was with the German heavy artillery for three 
years. He thinks Germany continued the war too long. He means that 
it should have ended before America got into it. When the United 
States declared war it is said the Kaiser ridiculed them and said 
the few men sent over here would have no effect. He often wonders 
what the Kaiser thinks about it now. He thinks Germny would have 
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been pictorious had not the United States etitered the war ari Frmca 
and %gland were ready to quit but the aid which those countries 
received greatly discouraged the Gernzsn soldiers; 

(42d Div, Summary of Intelligence, #230, 
January 26, 1919). . 

Interqg%tion of Aloys Hansen of Wimbach, Dee, 13, 1918; 

He would give no opinion on the sinking of unarmed and unasoortsd 
passanger ships such as the Lusitania, saying that he knew nothing 
of the true conditions, When asked if the people realized such 
actions were liable to brSng America into the war he said they did, 
but what the &mman authorities assured them that America wild be 
unable to help the Allies to a much greater extent than they were 
already doing, 

THE TRUTH SUP, PR&SSED. 

StatexBnL of Hanat Paasdhe 6f Bssljm 

“1 was cdmditiiohid in 1909 and was a Captain in the German 
Navy. 1 am a brafher~in-law of &ximil&n Harden, They had a bureau 
in Berlin the ~~~ai.ti purpose of which was’ to create a favorable tmower 
to the American accusations in regard to the Lusitania. The Command- 
ing Officer of Bel*lin issued a statemsnt that if anybody told the truth 
ha would be punished, 

” I have alwa s been against war and was glad when the Americans 
drove the Gernans % ackcl‘ 

(2d Div. Summary of .int e1I.f 
February i.0, 1919 

ence #2b5, 

From %mmcy of Intelligence, 3d Div. December 18, 1918: 

An 014 G:srman civilian living in Miesenheim, who had four sons 
in the war, three returned , relates’the foliowing: The people of Gerlnany 
have never at any time been advised of the severing of diplomatic 
relatQms between the United States and Germany, The note which Presi- 
dent Wilson directed to the German Government may $ossibly have been 
printed in the local papers t but the public did not receive these 
copies, and as the newspapers were sent by mail were probably 
withheld by censor, At times, papers for 3 or 4 consecutive days were 
withheld, 

Statement qf the Mayor of Neunkirchan: 

“We were never given any other reason other than that every time 
anothsr power entered into the war on the side of the Allies, it was 
due fo the underhanded methods of Zngland, We believed all these state- 
mmts for how could we suspect Our own government? But when the W&ted 
States m-bred the war, the statements were not convincing enough, and 
several times when some of OUF leading statesmen asked stiarassing 
questions, they were promptly removed from office, From this time on, 
people became suspiuious, Nearly every fatily here has some relative 
or other in your country, and quite a few of them have come back to us 
for short uis~ts, They seemed to be prosperous enough or they could 

. never have af f ard cd the trip, So what could these people gain by 
declaring war on us? We had our meetings and discussed these matters, , 

_- - ~ ~_ -___ __-_ 
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Wheti we s&t ou1p representatives to the government asking f,or a’ little 
more &hforms’f&oti, the govebnment told us, that these questions were 
being v cry ably handled and in the future”ne ‘more meetings would be 
allowed. Up to this time, every mn, woman and child had given . . 

their entire support to help win’ the war, But as ‘soon as tie iiu’spected 
‘that things were not going right, and this feeli’ng ‘spread Lery rapidly, 
fhe most natural consequence was only a half-hearted support; The 
government always liked to use the phrase that “The *hole world is 
against our dear Fatherland” . This phrase went very well for a 
time until we desired to know the reason. When we were denied 
the right of’ knowing the reason why war were &riding our men to give 
up their lives, we realized that it was thsn time to change such 
a state of affairs, It took us a leng time to find out, There 
is no’ reason to hold auf longer in an unjust cause f arc eii upon us 
by deviltry, We look to you for a just settletint of our pitiable 
conditions brought about by not thinking for ourselves,11 

(3d Army Cokps Summary of fntelligence, 
#22, Deoember 7, 1918) 

THE AI&FZCANS AS ADV%TUR@% 

&rterrogation of Mrs, Anton E+x*sch--a shop-keeper in Bhfernaeh: * 

A Germn officer said to this woman that the Americans came 
over her8 only to see the world and for the sake of adventure, 

(3d Army Corps 
#II 8 

d . A SCHOOLBOY’S VXE!@ 

I3umuary of *Intelligen*e, 
Nov. 26, 1918). 

From Third Army Sumry of Intelligence, Dm, 8 t 1918: 

“A twelve year old German boy who was asked the way immediately 
began a conversation, ‘You Americans are not really heart and eoul 
in this war, are you? The French hat8 us becauaa we took Alsace 
and Lorraine, but you only entered the war to make sure that England 
and France would be able to pay you the money you had lent them. 
For that reason we are glad that the country is being occupied by 
Americans instead of French or English, Row-boats were often used 
to deceive German U-boats, and when the latter came to render 
~ssistane!e concealed guns opened fire on the U-boafs,‘tl When asked 
W~@e he had obtained all this information the child answered: ‘1 
learned if at schooP, 



THE GERf+W_AW~UDE TOWARD THE UNXTED ST&TES. rc1w---- ..- - 



T!-U$ GEP~ANS VAX? A GOVERMIENT LIKE MRS. .~.."--.-..---.-..m.- *".-..--.rr-7, 

In the area of the 243d Field Artillery, most of the people seem to 
want 8 Republican form of Government; They hiz.vu expressed their desire 
to have a Government similar to that of the United States, but whether 
or not this is merely propaganda, remains to ke seen. They want to 

.get away from Berlin, but they do not want to belong to France. Many 
of the people have expressed a desire for a oc~arate Rhineland, and some 
are in favor of independent States, combined under one President, Very 

few kncrw wkiom they want for president, and the fact really is, that 
there is no one in whom they can nut their confidence. Same of the 
T\eo?le were surprised that the Assem?.ly was holding their meeting, the 
never having heard anything ob it6 

Extract from Summ~~ry of Intelligence 
89th Div., Feb. lS%h, 1919. 

Interrogation of Louis Mueller, 
of ELGERT, 

1: was Mr. h!ueller's hope that Germany would adopt a republic similar 
to that of the United States. Re admitted that he did not know much 
about our government or our country t;uC it was his hope nevertheless, add 
the hope of his neighbors, that President Wilson would be aEke to give 
Germany a government like that of the United States which seemed to ke 
looked up to ty the entire world since the start of the war. 

32nd Dive Sum of Lnt. #42. 
Dec. 30th, 1918. 

Stetement of 16. Balzer, 
'of DCCKV~ILLER. 

"1 have friends in America where opportunity is accorded everyone, 
and I hope that our new government will be FEtterned in oome such manner 
as your own;!" 

3d Army CorFs Sum of In-b. #240 
Dec. 9th, 1918. 

%terro&ation of Discharged 
German Soldiers Bn GEROLSTEIN. . 

In an interrogation of several ex-soldiers, among them a 1st Se@* 
it vas found that they very strongly held %;he same sentiment that w8 have 
heard so constantly, exrreosed by the civil f,opulation since Our entry 

upon German soil0 Namely, thankfulness that the war is over, no matter 
what their debt may be; hatred of the Kaiser's system since they have 
read in their own da&y publications of the real reasons for the war% 
inception; and hope that thy Americans Ml2 be friendly in their occupa- 
tim and that President Wilson will have the greatest weight in the final 
peace settlements, They also believed, and expressed this desire with 
Great ferver, that the Americans would rush them foodstuffs aqd clothing* 

Upon being asked if they understood that the herbans had tL8;de war 
uron the 6~3.1 and impossible monarchic- "Gott mit Uris" governmental system 
and not upon the German people; they replied that at first they could not 
believe that statement because they believed in the stories that their 
rulers had told them, Now however, they realized that 'ri'i3 were not 
"man~eaters", but rather, very human and likeable, They expressed a 
strange desire for some Renublican form of government, not Caring particule 
arly as to the exact form, so long as they could know the truth at all 
times and have confidence in their own covernats, 



pinally, k 0th civi lians and di&harced German soldiers unanimously 
o.gree upon their joy ‘Q&J thankfuluess that they havs American trOOpS of 
occupation and that peace is very near, 

2nd Div. Sum. of Int. 
Dec. 7, 1919. 

In the town of RITTERSDORF the subject of separation of Church and 
Stat8 was very strongly advocated at a meeting of the German Democratic 
Party; an opportunity to defend the position of the Church in this ques- 

-. tion was seized by 61~0 Catholic priests in the audience, who contended 
.that the ideals of good govbrnment and the ideal of the Church were identi- 
C&l. In reply, t%e speaker of theGerman Democratic Party stated thare 
could be no better example of the results of a divided Church and State 
than the American soldiers Mlleted in the German homes; he asked the 
audience to compare the conduct, appearance and enlighternment of the 
American soldiers with the aspect of VneCerman so%di8r& 

The reply met with the approval of the??audience and the priests 
were "hissed" . out of the meeting, 

Extract, 89th Div, U.$i, Army. 
Sum. of Int, Jan, 24, 1919. 

Interngatioti of the Parish Priest, 
of MIEDERRZiEISIG. 

The Social Democratic princi.lQe to which he objects most s’trongly 
is the separation of church and state which, he 3ays, is a blow at the 
very existence of reli@.on and Chrisitianity. Y/hen it.was sugcest8d to 
him that America had managed to keep religion in existence over a period 
of 3.50 Bear8 of separation he replied that America’s separation was not 
compl8t8 for the dlurch property was respected and not taxable and paro- 

‘chial schools were permitted to exist both of which conditions the 
Social Democrats do not hntend to permit, 

42nd Div. Sum, of Xnt, #ZZO, 
Jan 16, 1919c 

The followin extract from a Regimental Intelligence repcrt, covers 
very precisely the political as-ect of our cccu?ation. 

"Instead of trying to teach our men the superiority of German 
instituti ens, theGerman sreaker now finds that his most forceful argument 
is the statement that the system or method that he is upholding is always 
followed in the United States, 

, In short, it is the American soldier 
who is unconsciously spreading American Propaganda among theGermans, and 
not the German disseminating insiduous doctrines among our rner0 

2nd Div. S;lm. of hf., Jan . 20, 1919 I 

‘I TF?E GERYANS PUTTRUST IN PH.WQ?$NT WILSON_, 

Interrogation of Mr. Matthew Yearhats, 
a farmer of DORSI$L. 

He feels that President Wilson is the man of the hour and that he 
vlill be the one to name their next ruler and is confident that he will, 
do absolutely the right thing, aizd says President Wilson is at the pros- 
ent time t1 King of theWorld% 

42nd Div. Sum, of 1nt. #183. 
Dec. 10, 1918. 
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NO3 that many f;;zmilies t?re 
of u. father, 

ctiJebrating the anniversary of the death 
son or brother r,n ttir: 

is becoming doubly impreseivs. 
field of battle, the League of Nations 

'.?he;; rnant it. They want assurance thtlt 
no war will again recur to cause the sorrow and suffering that now de- 
presses them. . 

At present the people are very b:itter toward the French and English t 
but are highly pleased w,i$h the American troops. They have nothing but 
words of praise for President Wilson on account of his fairness in- deal- 
ing with the representatives 3-r the various belligerents at the present 
Peace Conference. 

42d Div. Sum. of Int. #241, 
Feb. 6th, 19191. 

The ~11 known German writer, Otto Ernest, published on the eve of 
the landing of President Wilson, a word of welcome under the motto 
Ve desire a tribunallf, The author calls to mind that even a common 
criminal has the right to an impartial tribunal - only a world in which 
culture and civilization have last all power and all meaning would a 
tribunal be denied. If the Entent protests against an unconditional 
neutral tribunal, then President Wilson, as a thihking man, must unmistake- 
ably say that the Entonte .fears this tribunal, Germans do not fear it. 
The German people have ‘never followed the principle of “my country right 
or wrong” and have never ‘keen of the opinion that patriotic purpose . 
justifies every means. The German people desire an imylilrtial tribaal 
-----a tribunal that Germany and her adversaries equally call together . 

from neutral countries and to Trrhich all archives are open8 
The outcry of the English and French, who, as lxdA.bs, wish to be 

judges, and even now hre ready with their judi:ment, must make a man like. 
Wilson exceedingly distrustful. On this account it is bo be hoped that 
the first words of the German delegates ict the Pczce Conference may be 
‘IWe desire a tritunal” . 

The author concludes; “This tribunal will and must come, and indeed 
very soon, and peace conditions which are based unon our VVguilt” cannot 
Fe maintainedif ps are innocent, or, at moat, guilty in cormnon with 
other@. People are no longer so stupid thc.t they respect closed archives 
or diplomatic assertions”, 

Extract’, 89th Div. US. Summary 
of Intelligence #132 Dee ,20,191 

Dr. E. A. Spiker, director of Siemens-palske and Siemens-Schuckert 
Werke, president of thechamber of Commerce, formerly chairman of a league 
to foster friendly relations with other countries said: Ve Germans are 

l not vanquished, but have suffered an inner collapse, because the old 
government adopted a too feeble attitude tc;tvards the social democracy 
ever since the beginning of the war6 This led to the inner break down 
which was the cause of our losin;; the war even if I should accept the 
viewpoint of the Entente powers to tke effect thut they have aon the war. 
The fact neaertheless remains that it was not England, France, Italy or 
Rua6ia which won the victory but America, and above all American mechanic 
which, both in the matter of quality and quantity accomplished great 
things in the production of aircraft, tanks, arms and munitions; and sine 
America undoubtedly brouch t ab.out the decision in favor of the Entente, 
America or President Wilson can and may c\nd must Fesyezk the decisive VOd 

at the Peace negotfations. We Germans tuke it For granted that the Presi 
dent will atide IYY the 14 points which he hur get up :is the basis for pot 



and ttkt k.e will not concede that any of the demands exceeding these 
points, and which may be made by the powers which did not win the War, 
should be recognized* 

To recognize the idea of a league of nations, as proposed by Presi- - 
dent Wilson, at first appeared as a utopia to me, because I considered 
it impossi’ble that Germany. geographically wedged in between Russia 
and France, could aver agree to a disarmament of her army and fleet, 
Well, this condition has come to pass in t;he most unexpected manner, and 
I assume that England, France and Russia are likewise SO exhausted that 
they will b&forced to f arc/go tha maintenance of their standing armies, 
The preliminary conditions for a League of nations are ‘therefore ga@n 
at the present moment in a greater measure than ever before, and the 
only obstacJ.e seems to me to be the question of the freedom of the seas: 

should President Wilson succeed, in solving this ,question in a manner 
satisfactory to the freedom of the nations, then and only then, will he 
also sucoeed in solving this question in a manner satisfactory to the 
freedom. of the nations, then and only then, will, he also succeed in 
realizing the great ideal, the establishment of a league of nations for 
tb- Tjcrnlanent preservation of peace, and succeeding generations would 
bless his ncr~ if this loft goal be achieved, 

Extract, 89th Div. U. S. Summary 
of Ibtelligence, Deco 24, 1918, 

He reports that there is no ill feeling’toward the Americans. 
fn fact they are looked upon as pz%Mically the only friends the Germans 
have today , He stated that the remainder of the world wished to see 
Germany t orn to pieces and divided among the var90us natibns which 

fought against he,r, The fact that America came into the war, he said ) 
to protect th e money she had invested in it, caused a feeling among the 
people of that President Wilson would soften the peace terma and prevent 
the country from being entirely ruined, 

42nd Div. Sum. of Int. #190. 
Dec. 16, 1918. 

Extract f ram “Berliner Dienat” 
February 5th, 1919. 

“We signed the armistice, thinking we would show bur attitude 
towards Wilson’s 14 points, but made a big mistake, because we can See 
now, the fighting being over, America% help isn3 needed any longer, 
and England and France are doing the dictating. Our army, recognized 
during the last 4years as the best in the world, being disorganized 
and turned into an undisciplined mob through Bolshevism and Sparticism, 
France and England think we are at their mercy &d must accept eny 
terms imposed on us, Fruits of this conviction are clearly seen in 
the conditions of the armisi,ice and the Paris Pre-peace Conference, 
Since then, conditions have changed again. Political groups of 
powers influenced the peace problem through the downfall of thecentral 
Power6. Several members have’ QQRU to the conclusion to achieve what 
they could at our expense s Further demands of such Powers are against 
their own allies and neutrals and mostly e,gainst Italy, Belgium and 
the Balkan States. 

Regarding the division of German colonies, there is also a different 
Opinion among the Allies. Most important is the sharp difference in 
Opinion over the character of the peace negotiations. Wilson wants jus-' 

tice without consideration as to who is winner or loser. France, as 
the radical representative of the law, understands by justice, punishment 
of the guilty, under the condition that Germany is the guilty. On the 
whole, you have two world economic views fighting each other; France . 
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a8 a continental economic s-t&e without interest in a world economic 
problem, tries to take the advantage of her westward neighbor, America 
as a world power without a territorial European interest works for a good 
world economic condition. The knowledge that economic ‘ewrgy of the 
people, neiBher through a lost war nor momentum inside this organization, 
cannot be dead forever, causes Germany to be a future bgryer of the raw 
mateirals of America. 

England as the great power of the world, surrounded b$ t$e British 
Empire, tires to work against this American plan because she needs for 
the upkeep of her world power a necessar)ly great fleet, but has no3 
interest with the lccal EuropsGn French desire up to now as regarding 
peace. 

Wilson is for his points and ideals and it is up to the German 
people to show that they care for a just peace. The German people muat 
furthermore, inside and outside, give the assurance that the majority 
rule and every possibility of a Sparticistic and separate disturbance wiL1. 
be killed in its infancy.” 

mterrogati on of Jacob Meinbaoh, 

Heinbach is a 
the war supporting 
to the loss of one 

Heimlxch does 

baker and remained in Remagen the entire length of 
himself and mother@ 
kidney, 

He was not fit for the army owing 

not agree with the opinion that some civilians have 
expressed concerning the American maneuvers with live ammunition. He 
eess it from the soldierly standpoint as being necess’ary for a soldier’s 
training. Some have, however, expressed the opinion that the Americans 

* were, putting on these shows to inspire fear in German hearts, to show 
the Gerzm~~? that we have the upper hand and that they should think a ’ 
great deal before attempting anything offensive. They can not see the 
reason for tearing up farm lands with high explosives t~pr demonstration 
only. One men expressed the opinion that President Wilson did not 
know of these maneuvers or else he would put a stop to them. 

Sum. of Int 1 #268. 42nd Div. 
March Sth, 3919. 

With the idea of obtaining the opinion of the average German regard- 
ing the Peace Conference niow bein;; held in Paris, numerous civilians 
have been interviewed as a result it is found that the subject is being 
little dis clussed among the Gurmana add there is a marked indifference 
to all t !+at is going on there. They all show a surprising conficence 
in President Wilson and feel assured that so long as he is present at the 
meetiqp of the Conference, German’s interests will be justly considered. 
From their distrust of their own Government at Weimar it is not too much 
to say that they place more trust and confidence in President Wilson 
than in their Own. countrymen. 

E.Z. am Mittag, March 9th, 1919, 
Revival of faith in President Wilson: 
There is an indication that l:Jith the President’s return to France, 

,pm. of Int. llf233, 2nd Dive, 
March lOth, 19193 

Germany is regaining fsith in his ability to successfully cmry out his 
program. A good impression has been crated by his determined attitude 
in facing the Senate, opposition and his declaration in the Metropolitan 
Opera House in New York City to submit the League of Nations idea to a 

, popular vote. 



By qq&aSing to tAe will of the mass directly he has placed himself 
before an ex-parliamentary forum. It is thought that this move has fur- 
nished him with anew credit which he will be able to arply towards his 
interpret&i on8 of hi s ideas, especially as they effect Germany. 

Advance. G.H.Q,, Mar. 12, 1919, 
Items from Berlin Newapppyre, 

of March 9th. 1919. * 

The general press opinion seems to be that Wilson and his princ’iples 
ha\ne so far won a complete vi&tory at the Peace Conference. 

From 3d Army Weekly Resume, 
February llth, 1919. 

AMERICAN IDEAJ&SM- REAL OR FALSEt, 

Abstract from the *iMECK&ENBURGER TAGEBLAm”’ Wiemar, Feb. 19 ,_i?3_9_: -11111-1)- -“----IILLLI*I” --L~---------)---~-“--“--~ r)rIwrrrrrr 

Demand8 for an early peace continuer 
a letter written by a nurse in StiLZRAyN. 

The f ollotffing passage is from 

It is bottomless meanness on the part 62 the Americans to refuse ’ 
paeses to you and other’ officers’ wives, The new and st ridter Conditicn0 
Of the lkrmistice scorn all human feelings anyway, The Americans and 
the rest of that company still preach about a just peace and that kiMT 
of rubbish; in reality it is a peace by force (gewalt frieden) than which 
there has been none more brutal and reckless in the hfstor)t of the wwldr 
1 cannot bring myself to believe th& such injustice exists and I firmly 
believe that the German people will yet come to their smses and, as in 
1813, will once more drive the oppressor6 from the country. 
day cf awakening te not too far distant. 

May this 
There have been frequent ex- 

pressions of sympathy to the people of the Rheinland for their sufferings 
under the troops of occupation, 

Mily Resume; 3d Army, 
Feb l ZSth, 1919 l 

Dr. Hess, who is one of the must influential lay Centrum supporters 
in KREZSS AFWIGILER, says that the good will shown towards our -troops by 
the Gismns is genuine and had its beginnings some time before the armistice 
when people gradually came to believe in the altruietic atkitude of Presi- 
dent Wilson. His Fourteen Points made a deep impression and people acre 
only too glad to welcome a peace on this basis, The conduct of oui* Army 
of Occupation has strengthened this impression and Dr. Hess s%ates that 
the United States is regarded with trust and gratitude, Tf Dr. He86 is 
correct in his statementa the fact that we have received courteous and 
even friendly treatment from an enemy population becomes inteI1igible. 

Extract from 42d Div. U.S. Summary cf 
Intelligence No o 222. 

Jan, 18th to Jax i9$h, 1919. 



&AYtNC AMERICA AGP,IMST THE: ALLIES 

f=pm vfj en rid+ Ci .nncr _- ---_ I_ .v-L-e Thn pgnbie fear thaf thy cou_rz~y k_n~~ a3 - ..” 

the Rhine provinces till be'anne,xed by France but they firmly 
believe that the %nericans will see to it that a "square deal" 
is established, 

(42d Div. Summary of Intelligence Dec. 
8, 1918) 

\ 

Interrogation of Mr, Stuckholtz of Rech: 

Everyone. in Germany.is looking to the United States and Presi- 
dent Wilson to give them "a fair deal." in the neace terms, 

(42d Div, Summary of Intelligence #19S, 
--__ c w3CLernber 22, iSi8) 

fvdarrnant.4 nn nC Peter S+.ni 1 m.. dv* . r-u “I”.. “1 ” ““.a.* + of Knrnan? ..“I yvr.. 

He statee that the future of. Germany till be decided by Pres- 
ident Wihon, He thinks that .Gmeral Foch and the British 
weld deal haraMy .tith Germany if the decision was left 3-n their 
hands.. 

(42d Div. Summary of Intelligence #l-85, 
Deeember 12, 1918) 

.F'ormer officers of the army, .and-the betters educated people 
are-much ~moreinterested in the political situation than are 
'the rest of the populace, They how for a stable government, 
preferably a reuublic, and look with dread on the radical faction8 
that dominate Berlin and a large part o.f Prussia, They fear and 

AL,.& b-,-Z sar%u+ hate Bb~e’fi@vis~j B/nd $j’n(jij a &ji$s* n&&htfc h(jPe ~rlmb r~-fszuuc7s4c 
WileM; backed by the American people, will intervene to keep 
&mmwnv. 4rnm di ~4 ntaurnt%na - ““a.-“I a _ -..e ____w_ 9Wb’ -.4”‘b’* T3Phn internal t'arc~s of the exfreme we__ -__ -j,__-- ___ -d- 
fadd,(ista are no mo+e.to be feared, they think, than are the too 
severe ,conditions, which may be imposed on Germany by the Allies, 
'embittered and vengeful after the 1,eng years of ‘ruin, $hould the 
burdens render the labo'rers hopeles's, .thev tnauld cease to labor,' 
and bloodehed and chaos would result. 

(Extract, 3d Iriv, Sunrmary of Intelligence 
\ DecEplber 13, 1918) 

Interrogation of Paul Hoffman, Elactrfcim of Bonn: 

c 
He ,is confident tkt the Rhineland will remain a part bf 

Germany *aa$ing tha-t, inhis opinfon, President ~"v'ison.would not 
sanction, the S8izWe of Rhineland by either Franee or Belgium. 

. (42d Div. %mmzzry of Intelligence #213, 
January 9: 1919) . 



Ynterrogtition of Herr Schroeder, prop, Westwend Hotel, Neuenahr: 

Bath he and hia wife are emphatic in declaring that they 
are 'glad'the war is over azd say they are very glad the lbtWiCW8 

are coming. through instead of the French or %Lgiumsr They fedt 
that the Amerfcans aat only treat thek better indioiduaIly but 
they alsa say it is their opinion that America ie the country 
which will be of most benefit to Germany, in so much, as it 

,apill prevent France from asking too much in the way of territory 
and indemnity at the Peace Conference, 

(2d Div. Summary of Xrrtelligence, 
December 10, 1918) 

Interrogation of Mlls, Konig, a Social worker: . 

Mllew Konig, a social. worker, states it is inconceIvable to 
Germany that England and France ehould retain hold on Germany and 
that the Ikited Statea retire* Also that the heartfelt wish Ita 
that America acting as guide and montor, ~I.ill h6l.n to establish 
a German Republfc. . 

(3d Div. Summary of Intelligsnee #30, 
December 18, 1918) 

. From Berliner Tageblatt, December 20, 19283 

Jn Americanw@+n* in Ahrweiler is reported to have said 
the “oldiers’ (&H.ww~~ that the Ameriaans came not 8s enemies 
as -friends, They do not look upon thmselves as victox and 
orikling to,confirm and further the aims of the new German 
republic, They are opposed to every monarchiaJ. tendency and 
the,so-called Liebknect or Spartakus group. They are alao 
opposed to the annexation of the Rhineland by Francer 

to 
but 
are 

condemn 

(3d Div. summary of Intelli ence #36, 
DeoemLer 24, 1918 & 

Interrogation of Herr 8. Ctlemen of Rmagen: 

He would erefer to h&ve the Rhine province beome a colony 

of the United States but does not think .&his will hapnen, He 
hoses that France mill never get the Rhine provincer . 

(42d Div. Summary of Intelligence #231, 
January 27, 1919,)' 

Some of the occupants of the Rhine Provinces Pave hit upon 
anothercour8e. The talk now leads to a Rhine Republic under an 
American mandatory. There are two reason9 given for this new pian: 
1'. The efficiency of the Americans in administering this ttrea; 
and- 2.4~ their ability to, maintain order and s'.ap~~~~sss Spartaciam, 

(Posta Cen,so-ship, Apri.Ll 9, 19T9, ) 



+ TEfE GER?1ANS WISHi THE PEACE CON~REEKZ V@RE ALLMIERICAN 

. 
Bitter comments on the .French&titude at the Peace Confer- 

ence'are frequent, It is alleged t&t France is gradually absort- 
ing the 'hinelands, that she is harshly mistreating prisoners, 
and that the suppression of newspapers and periodicals is carried 
to extremes by all Armies of Occupation, This latter item is 
claimed.to.be conducive of misunderstanding between the people 
of theoccupied, and those of unoccupied Germany, From the Saar 
district two letters came expressing fear that France would annex 
that district, In which case the writers foresee another war in 
the near future& Both letters'express the wish that the Peace 
Conferenae were "All American", thus they feel, a speedier and 
a more just Peaoe would result, UP* Bitburg remarks that he 
thinks it neculiiar that %erican officers should believe in the 
League of Nations. German business firms, in the lower Rhine 
regions esnecislly, express their satisfaction with the prospec- 
tive prohibition of German emigration to the United States, 
They believe that diastrous depopulation of Germany will thereby 
be prevented. 

. 

(3d Army weekly report Feb. 9, 1919) 

The opinion most generally exnressed is that Germany's hopes 
are centered in President Wilson and America, France is frequently 
criticised very strongly, It is generally felt that France will 
make excessive demands for territory at the Peace Conference, 
and in this connection it is felt that President Wilson, whomJl 
they deem the only just man in the Entente eirc?les, will see ” 

that justice is done@ . 

. ’ (3d Army weekly report "eb, 24, 1919) 

A writer from Trier warns ths_t Germany can expect no quarter 
and ,must be prepared for the severest peace terms, "Let us hope 
that we will obtain justice from the Americans at least." he 
concludes, 

(3d "rmy censorshipp May 6, 1919) 

Interrogation of Br, Otto Schranzkmuller, a former Prussian 
&anicipal officer, December 12., 1918: 

In regard to the peace conference the doctor declared that 
Germany looked upon the United States as a means -to soften 
the 136aae terms, but declared that he did not think the neople 
would, in their hearts, feel anything but contempt for Americans 
for +JO doing. 

Rumors spread among the Germans from time to time that German 
emigrants $rre wanted in the United States and applicants come to 
G-2 for information& At one time a number of men came in to 
offer their services as locksmiths and skilled mechanics. At 
another time sailors volunheered, Again, it was farmers who applied. 
There is no doubt that a large number of Germans are anxious to 
live in America and will go there as soon as they are permitted to 
do so. 

(42d No, Summary of Intelligence, 
Feb, 5, 1919) 

_~-~ ..- ___~ --____ 



’ * k good many of the women, and younger people in this district 
&kess the desire to go to Amerfca after the war,’ Some of the smal.2 
~grmerealso have this idea in their hea&+. as they fear taxes till 
be so. heavythat they w&l% be unable to live bn Germany. 

. 

..(3d D’ xv, Summary of Intelligence, 
January, 29, 1919) 

Intertrr>gation of Mrs-b, foseph%Kegel, wif.e of a hotel oroprietor in 
-Rengsdorf : 

This lady says that a good many of the inhabitants of Rengam 
dorf and the surrounding towns have made up their minds to emigrate 
to America if they will be ‘permitted to do aor She explains 
that this .is due to the good impression made by the American’ 
soldiers who are occupying this region and alao the fact that 
mo& of. the middle class and lower cl ass are much afraid of the 

. imbendfng war debt and, indemnify. 

(32d Div. Summary of IntelLigenee #38, . 
. December 26, 1918) 

Statement of Arntif Oster, Lt. of Res,, 118th Army Corps, Frankfurt: 

*‘The people will never vote with the present regent in power. 
We hope that peace will oome soon and it must be a just peace, 
If France aoquires the Rhine provirwes it is America for II& rf 
the peace is unjust another mr in ten years will be the only solution. 
There can be no League of k+ione aAit h Bha UnitQtd States, France 
and Engil and-, for Germany wi91 be a&ways mistreated, At present the 
rules ofthe armistice aare so severe we aannot th&nk of ever resum- 

ins thi,a war. ‘I 

Interrogation of Herr Feldman OZ BOM: 

Feldman has been in the military service but never served at the 
front’, but did garrison duty at Goblenz for. aImoat tao years, 
FeZdmanand numerous friends and relatives are intending to leave ’ 
Ge’rmany as soon as the first opportunity presents $fsel f to go to 
h&aa and obtain work at their respective trades, 

(42d Div. Summary of Intelligence #2?2, 
March 9, 1919) 

&&errogation of Peter &rich, Vetterhoven: 

Ulrich is 44 years old and wasn.called in May 1915, being the 4$h 
member of ‘the BrnJily to go. 4-M two b&others were called at the 
begtdvxk-ng of %he war and his father just previous to him, He has 

hope, .that after peace ie declared, he till be allowed to emigrate 
to~&er%ca as he. will never be satisfied to live in Germany. 

. 
(Summary of Intelligence 42d Div.#272, 

March 9, 19193 

Conversations with many Germans .discloses the desire of many of 
them to oome to &nerica after Peace is signed and the present restric- ’ 
tions have been removed, The little regard shown by the average 
American of: money .3.s a eoqrce of much Bonder to the German people, 

. . . (Summary .of fntalligence #235, 26 Div. 
March Xi. 1919) 



Satisfaction wlit h the occupation by the Allied troops is becoming 
more gene ml f this, in proportion to the spreading of SpartacSsm in 
the interior of the country, A number of letters, however, esx)ec- m 

ially those of discharged soldiers evince a tone of animosity towtards 
the French, statbg that as long as their’homes are under French 
control they refuse to return I About a half dazen letters by 
‘active and retired of fit ers , who are disgusted, m6th the military 
prospects and the political outlook of Germany, discussed emigra- 
tion to America after the con elusion of peace. . 

(Postal censorship, “arch 0, 1919) 

The average letter writer rarely comments on the nations of 
the Entente ; nrhen he does so, it is to 8Fpress his inborn hatred 
of France and England. Some f eaf\ that Franc&S territorial aspirm 
atione in the Saar Valley will be crowned vith SUCCESS. one writer 

comments with exaspiration on the financial oblfgation of 12 to 
15 milliards for a period of 30 to 50 years, which he hears is to 
be .im?oe ed on *Germany, hs a relief from the unbearable living 
conditions bound to COril8, some suggest emigration to America. 

(3d &-my weekly report March 9,1919) 

. 

The knerioan mail, as per expectation, is always filled with 

lavish praise for the. American troop& The food conditions and th e 
unrest in unoccupied Germany i8 only mentioned in a Small Way, 

Nothing of any import was discussed today in that class of mail, 
There continues to be the unprecedented desire to migrate to 
America as soon as it is permitted. 

(3d Army Postal Cetrsorshiti April 24., 1919) . 
I * . 

Letter f ram Grenzhausen to Graf von Y&+twp, Berlin, indicates 
that. the Gref is intending to migrate to ,America, The,letter is full 
of advice on the sub jeot of cotton-growing in Texas, Prices of 
labor, 8tC, .from before the sPBr standnoint, 

. (Daily ‘ensorship report Feb. 28, 1919) 

. . . FEAR RF.$!!RICTION$ ON J’MMIGRATION 

b A desire to emigrate TV tfnerica at the first opportunity $8 
evident among the poorer classes of the inhabitants, who are anxiouer 
to share in the opportunities which America affords, This Is 
bne of the reason3 why they are desirous of being friendly to our 
men,. They also fear that America may nut restr&ctionS ‘on @Wma8 

immigrating to that country, . 
. 

(3d Army Corns, Summary of Znt eS ligence, 

#72, Jan. 29, 1919) 

Especially from the occunied area there is expressed a desire 
to migrate to America, and the lament ia general over the prohibi- . 
fion against migration ilbo the United States. 

(Poatal Censorehip, Apr ,22, 1919) 



x:n several letters addressed to herica, the writer states 
that ceace is ‘.at the door, and !&he expresses his satisfaction at the 
prospect of being able to see his relatives soon, and getting 'bh8ir 

financial help, It is generally believed that immigration to 
America nil1 not be allowed for a long time, so people are wrifing 
to their relative3 in the United States, to come over to Europe . 
to visit them, 

(3d Army Postal Censorship, Bay 4, 1919) 

b DISCHARGED GERMAN SOLDIERS APPLY FOR SERVICE 

IN T!B, UNITED STATES H%fY 

The remark in the National Assembly, that the United States 
are attemntfng to hire our non-commissioned officer+reappears 
to have been taken at its face value by the Germans, An increas- 
ing number of anplications for admission into the U, S. Amy are 
anrsearing in the mail, addressed to various commanding person& 

(3d &my daily rmxne, Mad, 1919) 

Letters 3tpting t?zt offers are being made to German officers 
to enter the service of foreign armies at high salaries continue to 
come in, although there kas P.een a marked decrease in the number of 
such letters in the x?ast few weeks, The fact is that for the f irsf 
time in their lives Gerrlan o$ ficera are realizing that they have 
trained themselves fcr a nror ession for which there is not, and 
nrobably never again will be, a demand in Germany, The se opportune 
offers from foreign countries wili probably be accepted, There 
anpears to be some doubt about Japan, httaever; many of fit ers 
having exwessed their unwillingness to fight for a “yellow 
race .” Mexico and South American countries will nrobably get 
a great many of these wofcssional so’,diers, 

( . . Censorship report, Apr. 15,1919) 

Letters from German officerq stating their plans to join 
8ome foreign army, continue to (3ome in, Many state that they 
exnect a war between Japan and the United States, and that, in 
that case, they would rather fight ltith the United States against 
the “yellow race:’ South Americ(an and Mexican Armies seem in- 
clined to take war experienced German officers. 

(Weekly res&e, 3d Army, &r,2,1919) 

A’bersonal letter received from Gen.Harries dated Feb. 28th 
states teat the numbw of annlications from German officers and 
non-commissioned officers for emnloyment in our military service 
co nti nues , 

(S pa, Belgium rcnort, Mar. 3, 1919) 



fnterrogation of Heinrlch Dannerberger, age 22, of Bendqrf 
formerly a orivate in the Garde Regiment, served all during the 
tllar first on the Russian front vhere he PBS t*rounded and then on 
the French front. He stated he lqrould not &ldier in the Gerkan “IDY 
again. He tishes to go to America after peace is signed and would 
like to soldier in the American army. 

(an Biv, Summary of Intelligence #X2, 
Feb. 26, 1919) 

The .folloning letter (given verbatim) from a German Xviatar 
annlying for a Dosition in the Aerial Postal Service in the United . . 

States, show’s the ieal and adventurous snirit of these eol.d,iers 
suddenly thronln out of employment in their nrofession. This is only , 

one of three rTitten by the same man, the other +o being addressed 
to CMcagp and Philadelnhia. 
Qts0t0;- 

Goblenz, the 5th of May, 1919, 

To 
the directors of the “Air-Post” New York, 

Xn sight of the ,sreedy termination of the hostilities bettveen 
the a-ring states i do Allah ms to lay a netition to the directors 
of the air-roost at NefRr York vli-th regard to emnloyment as aviateur 
at air-Do& of the U,Sp, Since 1915 i am active with success in 

5 this qrofession (1000 flights, more than one year activity at the 
front in a night-squadron) and i am nerfectly exercised,with ai. ’ 
~y7ms of’ aeroplanes. (tilso great aeroplanes \tith more motors). 
If there is no vacanz now, nlease let me knoa! of any later. Know- 
ledge of the English and French language. Certificates and car- 
eer to dienosit ion, 

With respect V?, Zimmermann, Aviateur, 
Coblenz a/Rh. Balmhofstrasss 
24 Germany, unquot 6 : ” 

In the same mail was a letter addressed to the same man -coming 
from the Swiss Army, stating that at present there are no onenings 
in their army for foreigners. 

(Press Section h?DOrt 7 May 1919) 

GERMAN MERCIJrANTS SEFX AMERICAN SUSIIIE$S CONNEXTIONS 

About 2,000 nieces of mail for Entente countries passed through. 
today, being about equally divided among France, Belgium, England 
and America,. The number of business letters is increasing, They 
are varied in character. They seek to buy,. sell or exchange any 
and everything from Cadillacs to Ivory Soap, The German businesa 
men predict a bright future for &nerican industry, especially in 

, chemicals. They are of the oDinion that i-\merica not only leads 
but still continue to lead the wtorld in chemistry, To illustrate the 
German attitude tonrard the mar as a mere arti&icial interruption of 

’ trade relations, this instance may be cited: 
“A firm in this area trrsites to a firm in Nellrr 

X 
orB enclosing the 

Nelfir York firm’s letter of June 6, 1914, and begins in this manner: 
‘In reqly to yours of June 6, 1914, beg to state, et&!” 

(Postal censorship, &r, 9, 1919) 



From ‘tKolnische Zeitung”, Feb.1, 1919: 

Xt has always been said about the German abroad that he fa 
not able to adjust himself to new surroundings. The German is said 
to be un 

8 
er the imnression that everybody must think and feel a8 he 

does, an “{his realSon he not only makes no friends among the foreign 
racea, but, on the contrary, makes enemies, Heretofore this charge 
was nartly justi fied but today, to all anpearancea it is more jUs_ 
‘tffied than ever, If one cona idera closely the conduct of certain 
members of our government then he must needs recognize it as German, 
and how much more must foreigners recognize it as such, The hum- 
iliating wooing for favors, theee apeUs of aelf~accusatione and , 
Selfmdestruction are only possible in Germany, 

The aping of foreigners and foreign tendencies in %rmany has 
always been a Aad feature, One might have exnected that new times 
would bring new snirit. But one of the many disapnointmenta of 
the loresent 4s the continued bondage to foreign customa, The 
shame and dishonor brought on Germany since November 11th hurfe 
w intensely, all the more eince our comnlete humiliation hag 
acoomDlished no good (I Instead of taking this experience as a leason 
for our vreseht conduct, the wooing for . :? favorto is going further 
every day. The. American President esnacfally is being flattered in 
a manner which in our eyes fs repulsi.ver He is canaidered a strong 
insni *ho 88 chamnion of th8 German oeo#le see9 to is that no 
harm will be done to them, His sneech held before the Paris Gon- 
f erence on January 25th is regarded as a enlendid daf ense of hia 
German client and hopes are attached to it ll?hich are absolutely 
fantastical , Some of our political nlriters annear to have lost their 
logical judgment by Betting before the Berman public a mirage 
which after its disappearance will cause all the more disappoint- 
ment, d Giving laurel8 in advance has alwya been a doubtful pro- 
cedure and it i& more go in the aresent dark times, Who dares 
to nretend to know the true state of President Wilson’s mind? 
And even if he knew it and if President Wilaon~s idealism were 
eufficiently nure and great to let the mn of justice shine alike 
over -just and unjust, can he say with agaurance, that Wilson poeseed- 
es 3he Dower to enforce hia will? He cannot do it, because he S8 
bnlv one of the many, And he is no super-man, Let us aasume that 
he .has both the will. and the power to be the defender of Germany. 
Would he not at once become susDectsd of partisanship? Granted that 
President Wilson is attempting to obtain justice for the German 
tieople, must it nat become repulsive for him to see the truay in 
which hi.8 admirers apbroach him? More self-respect is sorely 
needed and above al1 mareknowledge of the character of other ueo- 
Die, Otherwise it will come to loass, a8 Goethe wrote in the final 
vereea of his “TasseV The sailor finally clings 
which he t~,ill be wrecked, 

to tb cliff on 

(3d Amy Corps Summary 
#SO, Feb. 5, 

of Ifntelligence, 
1919) 

I. WfLtO& -*, “~HI3RCVLES OW HAMLET’! 

For the first tti hae, an American President 
%ropean so& For 142 year&it had been held at 
th8 &eaident during his term could not leave the 

set foot on 
Washington that 
country. foodrow 

Wileron; who broke so many ouetoma as goon 86 it seemed profitable 
to him, haa a3.80 Dut an end %o. the imprisonment of the Preeident 
and bs given h-is country a proof tlraf *the daye of. her insular 



sabaration are at an end; that its entrance into this mr is 
also its entrance into the world and ymrld politics, 

. 

But the arrival of t%lson in Brest denotes more thaq a break- 
ing away from old customs, It renresents a task and the determi- 
nation of fulfilling it, There has fallen upon him a duty more 
difficult than has ever fallen upon mortal man, there is alao 
along $th this a responsibility that would discourage the strong- 

est, Xts greatness increases whsn we consider that it was not 
forced upon him, but was self-imposed, Wilson Ias mar?ped out for 
himself a two-fold duty, He wished to destroy an old system 
and unon its ruins e&c-t a new onei He has succeeded in the first 
instance, the destructton is comnleted, The Hohenzollerns and 
the Hansburgers are no more and Prussia militarism is of yesterday. 

Now the second Dart, tk8 construction, Wilson has made known 
his nlans in his 14 articles - whether that counts i’or the others 
is the doubtful question; that ha3 brought the Gonstructor across 
the oaean, for he realizes that he will be obliged to fight, . 
For the destruction, there were many and all oi the same opinion, 
but for the construction, there is disagreement as to desires and I - 

demands, What until now oaas unity is nosy disunion and the prayer to 
the “God of Justice” gives place to prayer to the’ “God of Revenge”. 
The “Ego” has taken the ulace of the “We“, and the”Ego” has always 
been the on-onent of the lqWe’qi’ Nevertheless, the “WB” must take 
brecedence over the “Ego”, If the new system is to be of any 
advantage, it must Peplace the “Ego” system and it3 powers by a 
system of right3 though intkrnational justice, 

. President Wilson has strongly convinced.the world, inasfar as 
it was not egotistical, of a possible international justice and has 
wrought changes which he must now confirm, if he does not wish to 
deliver it un to a “Sur’nrise” which -ould be of great consequence 
than anything heretofore. A “Surprise” in this instance would i&i- 
cate desmir, and the impossibility that things could ever be 
bettered. He has left the world dream of everylasting peace 
that others before him have dreamt, ev8n none other than Kant; 
And T*‘e ourselves, who have become distrustful of militarism, may 
credit ourselves with the fact t)-At the disciples of Kant were 
more num8rous than the discinles of Mars, We were Wilsonftes long 
before Wilson mad8 -known his 14 articles, We were, not wise enough 
to desire to come to neace through MU’, VB thought to arrive 
at neace on the road to ueace, Our way has nroved wror&, Wilson 
has chosen the other nath; it rsmaina to be shomn that he has 
chosen correctly, 

The goal is attractive, but the way is steep and thorny and 
beset with many obstacles. vre are still in the mfdst of soul 
ruins that an&als us, A chaos of misunderstanding and of hate 
stares us in the fact and there seems to be no hope, Even Wilson 
seems to be lost in this desert, as the v&reless from his boat 
seems to indicate, His refusal of the German invitation on the 
grounds that the German neople must show signs of repentance for 
years and must make amend3 for its wrongs. Yet, none the less 
than Edmund Burke, one of Wilson’s pet authors, has said “YOU 
can’t indict a nation.” 



To make the reasons for an understanding, to explain geographim 
cal circumstances and historic facts is the first step toward 
construction, In this work strange facts will make themselves 
knoPlrn to .Wilson. He will discover that on the other side; 
tith which he pas sided, many human events have taken place, and 
he will have to destroy before he can begin to construct, 
He will make the discovery that of all his 14 articles and hia 
other demands very few have received full recognition and there- 
fore :he ~$11 be obliged to use his eloquence and other persua- 
sive powers until he has constructed the raof for his l’H~use of 
Peace”‘and of international union, He IXM a task which no one 
envies ,, also a glory given to no one before, if he should suocesd, 
Only a “Hercules“ in moral and political power will be able to exist 
in this battle with the revengeful “Lion of Hate", to decapitate 
this treacherous “Snake of ‘Gredd”, to kill this man eating animali 
and 30 overcome all the work that will present itself in order 
that “Golden apples of Hesperedes” might be his paya 

(89th Div, Summary of Intelligence #134, 
December 22, 1918) 

+M%lGAN ISOLATION ve, EXJRC’PEAN POLITICB. 

From what we hear and read lately from fhnerica, we get the 
impression that this land, which kas previously been pleasantly . 
isolated, is busy with impressions which it is working over, but 
on which it has not yet formulated any defingte ideas, In general 
one may say that Wilson has suoceeded in convincing America 
that- the value of the Peace Conference deoends on the League of 
Nations and that the founding of the League was America’s mission, 
One may also say that, aside from questions of prestige, of 
vanity, if you will:. which influence public opinion on the League, 
Americans are generally convinced that the Covenant is a good 
thing, Wilson succeeded in silencing Republican opinion in his 
recent visit to America but the problem still remains whether the 
League is in the best form for America% interests, This giares 
an onDortunity for continued Republican oDposition, There is no 
doubt that the majority of Americans, vrithout regard to party, 
are very regretful_ that America has been obliged to enter the mael- 
strom of EuroDean Politics but that is just the purpose of the 
League of Nations, The quarrels of the little neoples of Europe 
and the hatred. betelpen the large ones is repugnant to the American 
‘and fills him with regret that he can not longer look upon them 
lolant onicall y, The American fears his period of isolation is over 
and the uncertainty of EuroDe fills him with a feeling of uncer- 
tainty as to his hovr future eaistence, This is a new sensation for 
hi-m* and he does not know what to think. 

There are many adherents of Wilson who feel that their ofmn 
security depends on the peace of the world but some Americans go 
overto the other extreme in that they literally gnash their tee%h 
because Wilson has robbed America of her old traditio& and 
threatened her &th European ideals and aims, Here Wilson has 
bitter enemies who consider him a delettante who has rained America 

with a fe7” strokes of the pen, They say that America entered the 
var ta ounis$ Germany for her U-boat policy toward America but that 
is all that they will admit. But even more powerful is the group 
that believe that a passive attitude is necessary for their best 
existenoe and they wish to keep this with the League of Nations, 
They are the people who forced tmilson to incorporate a clause 
about the Monroe Doctrine which gave Wilson a lot of trouble, 
especially with England. 



But this does not settle the difficulty, Tb American is like 
a man who has, had his private house and garden and iS forced to 

take the’best floor in an apartment house and fee19 uncomfortable 
with So many neighbors near him, Wilson is charged with being toa 
intimate with the cromed heads of Europe and of being too much 
tinder Clemenceauls influence, Others are aroused over his indif- 
ference to Irish claims, and do not like his intimacy with Lloyd 
George, 

’ America wishes to return to her peaceful condition before the 
war, but it is csrtain that her experiences in the war will haV8 , 

their effect I Ye do not know &at permanent effect America will 
have on Europe but ~“+8 do know that the European narry about one’s 
neighbor will make a rent in the simplicity of berican thought, 
America is now v8ry closely linked with the weal and we Of Europe, 
Russia is a big question mark and Japan is a poorly conceded 
danger, At present it is best not ,to speak about Germany and America 
but it is a pleasant thought for us that America has had an oppor- 
tunity lately to get a glimpse of what *he real conditlionhl in Europe 
are, b 

‘(Berliner Tageblatt, April 29, 1919) 

Statement of M, Erasmi of Kylburg: 

“We realizs too late that we underestimated the unity of spirit 
in America,.. and did not b&iev8 it Dossible that you could 
train and land any influencing number of troops in Europe, We 
had-been informed that this was imbossible due to the IsuccesS of 
our submarine Campaign, We are thankful that *he war has ended 
though,‘the outcome is such IN it is; for we have been liberated 
from militaryA r&e, Th8 German people of all classes will now have 

’ a VaiC8 *in their government,” 

Passive hopes for peace are still expreSSed by about 10 to 
I.$ of the letters. A tendency towards or>timism seem to be 
growing, but optimistic Ideas are expressed only in connection 
‘with %erica’s voice at the Peace Conference, Some letters 8x- 
prees immense gratitude; to Amefica for championing the rights of 
Germany, v 

(3d U.S,Arm 12(19pos tal flensorahip, Mar, 1, 

At a political meeting held in Bierdorf the whole assemblage was 
greatly aroused when the speaker finished by acclaiming that all honor 
was, due tbe Americans for bringing this great thing to a head by ’ 
defeating the blans of 4he German leaders lx conquer France and England, 
for if they had succeeded they muld lxive forced the people to slave 
like dogs throughout their life with no ckance to overthrow the 
tyranical rulers, The& clknildren and their children’s children Shall 
honor America for this through the generations to come, The assem- 
blage burst forth in brolonged abblause at thia, lasting a quarter of 
an hour before the chairman could again Speak, The f ew Americans pre- 
gent wwe congratulated and pounded upon the backs by the enthusias- 
tfc .audience, 

(33d Div. Summary of Intelligence Jan l 7, 
1919) 



H- Mm-en, Sinzig a/Rh, writes to Frl, Benny Skotwron: 
Great activity here at nresent. Ye have a large avia.tion 

field. Seven out of tm of the Eonulation are &nericans, Many of 
the girls have fallen deeply in love vith them, 
already been composed, as follows: 

A new song has 

Wo steht denn das geschriben, 
Du sollst nur Dewtsche iieben? 
Man lieb-t doch such America, 

Translation: - Where does one find it -ritten that one must love 
the Germans only? One can love America also ,:’ 

Daily resume of mail censorshiq May 
16, 1919, 

Frau Lisbette Schafer, ir,llender, Inrites to William Straube 
Bad Oeynhausen, 

9 

I ha+ had soldiers in quarter all %nter, At first I had Germans, 
Later &nericans came. TO become acquainted yqrith these “our enemies” 
as house comnanions is among ot!<er things also very instructive. 1 
have changed in a good many of my oninions and would like to go to 
America for a half year or so because it 5.; certain that these pea- 
nle nossess a secret method which raises the most common fellowa 
into an individual ?Rlho stands un boldly and moves about Preely and 
unconcerned, I think l*‘e can learn some things there which later 
could he used to advantage here, 
as a better education nationally. 

I do not mean this persomlly, but 

Daily resume of mail censorshim, 
May 14, 1919. 

- -- 


